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THE  ROAD  TO 
PLACIDO 

The  Symphony  Orchestra  is 

making  its  name  by  hosting 

the\world's  greatest  performers. 


Consolidate  yi 
A  and  you  could  enjoy  an  interest  rate 
lower  than  your  GPA. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 
With  interest  rates  at  an  all-time  low, 
you  can  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
rate  and  lower  your 
monthly  note  as  much  as 
50%.  Or,  leave  your 
repayment  terms  intact, 
pay  your  loan  off  early 
and  pocket  the  interest  savings.  With 
no  closing  fees,  credit  checks  or 
income  verification  required,  all  you 
need  to  qualify  for  consolidation  is 
two  or  more  student  loans  in  the 


ESF 


EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 


g-and-Paying-for-Colleg 
Company. " 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
Southern  Miss  Alumni,  Education 
Services  Foundation  offers  attractive, 
money-saving  borrower  benefits  to 
those  who  qualify.  These 
industry-leading  benefits 
include:  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  when  your  monthly 
payment  is  automatically 
deducted  from  your  bank 
account  and  an  additional  1.25% 
reduction  for  36  consecutive  on- 
time  payments.  Give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033,  or  learn  more  about 
the  advantages  of  consolidation  at 


grace  period  or  in  repayment  status.         www.esfweb.com/usm.htm. 

The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 


The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  Mississippi's  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 


)  2003,  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved 
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COLLEGE  OF  HEALTH:  A  SOLDIER  AND  A  STUDENT 

In  January  2002,  Hugh  Kelly  was  working  on  his  master's  degree  in  social 
work  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  when  he  got  a 
"warning"  letter  that  the  military  might  need  him.  Within  the  month,  he 
was  on  a  plane  to  Ft.  Stewart,  Ga.,  then  to  Kuwait's  Camp  Virginia,  and 
then  to  Camp  Anaconda  in  Balad,  Iraq. 

THE  ROAD  TO  PLACIDO 

How  do  you  attract  one  of  the  worlds  greatest  performers  to  south 
Mississippi?  For  one,  you  refuse  to  take  "No,"  for  an  answer.  That's  the 
approach  Jay  Dean,  conductor  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Symphony  Orchestra,  took  to  landing  Placido  Domingo.  The  result  is  "The 
Concert  Event  of  a  Lifetime,"  to  be  held  April  2  at  the  Mississippi  Coast 
Coliseum. 

THE  PINE  BELT  PIPELINE 

The  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  is  making  an  impact  on  the  national 
scene  with  a  host  of  Hattiesburg-area  talent.  Led  by  a  lineup  littered  with 
players  from  Head  Coach  Corky  Palmer's  backyard,  in  2005  the  Golden 
Eagles  will  attempt  to  do  something  no  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  has 
done  before  -  attend  a  third-straight  NCAA  Regional  Tournament. 

ANSWERING  THE  TIMELESS  QUESTIONS 

Former  Student  Piintz  columnist  J.  David  Stem  has  followed  his  dream  as 
a  writer  to  California.  And,  while  the  question  "Are  We  There  Yet?"  is 
usually  thought  of  as  an  annoying  inquiry  from  the  back  seat  ol  a  car.  to 
Stem  it  is  the  title  of  a  movie  and  further  evidence  that  he  has  arrived  as  a 
Hollywood  screenwriter. 

MAN  ON  A  MISSION:  BRIG.  GEN.  JEFF  HAMMOND 

For  Brig.  Gen.  Jeff  Hammond,  the  war  on  terrorism  is  personal.  On 
Sept.  11,  2001,  he  was  hard  at  work  in  The  Pentagon  when  a  plane 
crashed  into  the  building  killing  several  friends  and  soldiers  under  his 
command.  Today,  he  is  stationed  in  Baghdad,  Iraq,  and  his  resolve  -  as 
well  as  his  appreciation  for  his  alma  mater  -  has  never  been  stronger. 


FRONT  COVER:      Placido  Domingo,  who  will  appear  with  the  Symphony  Orchestra  oil  April  2 
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make  a  Permanent  Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life  Member 
of  die  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your  connection 
with  the  university,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your  USM-bound 
children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to  university  guide- 
lines), entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and  helps  fund  pro- 
grams that  benefit  die  university  and  the  Southern  Miss  community. 


others  is  still  a  certain  excitement 
feel  upon  entering  our  campus.    as  an 
alumnus  from  usm  i  am  honored,  and 
consider  it  an  obligation,  to  give  back 
to  our  university.    being  a  lifetime 
Alumni  Association  and  Eagle  Club  mem- 
ber  ARE    JUST    TWO   OF    THE    NUMEROUS   WAYS   OF   GIVING.      I'm 

proud  of  the  fact  that  my  son,  growing  up  attending 
Southern  Miss  events,  also  chose  this  university  as 
his  own,  as  so  many  of  our  other  alumnl's  children 

HAVE. 

WES    MAYFIELD    '75 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 


Fact  is,  2004  was  an  emotionally-charged  year  for  all  of  us  who  care  deeply  for  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  It  was  an  up-and-down  year  for  our  alma  mater.  While  we  had  some  setbacks  and  disappointments, 
we  also  had  some  impressive  accomplishments. 

Our  detractors  would  emphasize  that  2004  brought  with  it  a  very  public  feud  between  the  university  adminis- 
tration and  some  faculty  members,  a  failure  to  submit  the  proper  reports  that  caused  our  ranking  to  drop  in  U.S. 
News  &  World  Report,  a  failed  $12  million  bond  issue  in  the  City  of  Hattiesburg  that  would  have  put  our  athlet- 
ic department  on  solid  footing  for  years  to  come,  and  finally,  the  notification  of  our  being  put  on  probation  from 
the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 

On  the  bright  side,  however,  in  the  last  calendar  year: 

•  there  were  record  enrollments  at  both  of  our  campuses, 

•  the  university  received  the  largest  single  grant  in  the  history  of  the  institution  for  biomedical  research, 

•  the  USM  Foundation  announced  the  successful  conclusion  of  a  comprehensive  campaign  that  yielded  more  than 
$107  million  to  benefit  Southern  Miss, 

•  Dr.  Thames  and  the  administration  found  funding  for  faculty  and  staff  raises  even  though  state  appropriations  were  flat, 

•  the  university  Research  Foundation  started  the  purchase  process  to  acquire  the  old  Garden  Park  Hospital  in 
Gulfport  and  the  university  partnered  with  the  VA  Hospital  in  Gulfport  to  establish  a  multitude  of  opportunities 
for  Southern  Miss  on  the  Gulf  Coast, 

•  the  Athletic  Department  hired  two  top-notch  coaches  to  revive  our  men's  and  women's  basketball  programs 
while  baseball  and  softball  both  returned  to  the  NCAA  tournament  and  the  football  team  won  yet  another  bowl  game, 

•  work  started  on  the  expansion  and  renovation  of  the  R.C.  Cook  University  Union,  and 

•  the  Symphony  Orchestra  announced  that  it  would  host  world-renowned  tenor  Placido  Domingo  on  April  2, 
2005,  adding  to  the  impressive  resume  of  international  superstars  with  which  the  Symphony  Orchestra  has  performed. 
So,  while  the  journey  in  2004  was  a  bumpy  one,  the  university  also  made  great  strides  in  improving  the  quali- 
ty of  the  institution.  I  will  leave  the  subject  of  the  degree  of  success  realized  by  Southern  Miss  in  2004  to  others 
to  debate.  Let  me  simply  state  that  as  much  as  I  love  overcoming  challenges,  and  2004  certainly  had  its  share  of 
them,  "Welcome  2005!  I  am  glad  you  are  here." 

Some  will  not  readily  get  past  the  stumbling  blocks  we  have  recently  experienced.  I  am  ready,  however,  to  put 
2004  behind  us  and  look  forward  to  an  incredibly  successful  2005.  You  might  say  that  as  the  executive  director 
of  the  Alumni  Association,  it  is  my  job  to  get  past  the  shortcomings  and  accentuate  the  positive.  This  is  true,  but 
I  am  also  an  alumnus  of  Southern  Miss... a  passionate  alumnus  of  Southern  Miss.  And,  it  is  really  the  fact  that  I 
care  so  deeply  for  this  institution  that  causes  me  to  want  to  move  forward  with  the  hope  of  good  things  to  come 
for  the  university. 

Fortunately,  this  desire  for  better  days  ahead  is  not  based  on  wishful  thinking.  There  are  some  incredibly  posi- 
tive indicators  for  our  future.  Our  enrollment  continues  to  climb  annually  as  does  the  number  of  research  grants 
and  dollars  being  awarded  to  the  university.  As  expected  when  we  were  fighting  for  a  four-year  campus  there  just 
a  few  short  years  ago,  the  Gulf  Coast  has  become  a  hot  bed  of  activity  for  Southern  Miss  and  will  continue  to  be 
so. 

Even  in  tight  economic  times,  construction  on  our  campuses  has  not  stopped,  and  planning  or  current  con- 
struction continues  on  the  R.C.  Cook  University  Union,  the  Trent  Lott  Center  for  Excellence  in  Economic 
Development  and  Entrepreneurship,  the  Reed  Green  Coliseum,  the  old  power  plant  building  on  the  north  end  of 
Cook  Library,  the  expansion  to  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium,  a  new  academic  building  on  the  Long  Beach  campus,  and 
several  more. 

And,  with  regard  to  the  probation  from  SACS,  while  I  don't  want  to  belittle  or  downplay  the  significance  of  this 
reality,  I  also  fully  believe  that  Dr.  Thames,  along  with  Dr.  Joan  Exline  and  the  rest  of  the  Southern  Miss  faculty 
and  staff,  will  take  whatever  steps  are  necessary  to  ensure  we  are  restored  to  good  standing  in  December  2005.  As 
one  university  administrator  put  it,  "This  was  our  wake  up  call."  Let  me  assure  you  that  your  university  is  not  only 
awake  but  anxious  to  resolve  this  matter  and  move  on  to  great  things. 

Finally,  and  possibly  most  importantly,  one  of  the  most  positive  indicators  is  that  so  many  of  our  alumni  con- 
tinue to  support  our  alma  mater  with  their  time,  talents  and  resources.  And  for  that,  we  are  truly  thankful.  We 
appreciate  your  loyal  support,  and  I  hope  you  will  join  me  in  focusing  on  the  positive  as  we  persist  in  our  undy- 
ing efforts  to  take... 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Robert  D.  Pierce,  II 
Executive  Director 
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Student  workers  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
Charcoal  Room  serve  up  lunch  three  days  weekly  as  part  of  their 
academic  preparation  for  tourism  management  and  nutrition 
and  food  systems  degrees.  David  Smith,  left,  adds  broccoli  to  a 
plate  of  catfish  picatta  for  Michael  McBride.  Both  are  tourism 
management  students  from  Hattiesburg. 


Student-run  Restaurant  Brings  New  Dimension  to  Academic 
Preparation 

By  Sabrina  Bosarge 

The  Charcoal  Room  at 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  brings  a  new 
dimension  to  the  required 
lab-based  classes  most  col- 
lege students  have  come  to 
dread.  Anyone  who  has 
attended  high  school  or  col- 
lege has  suffered  through 
the  smell  of  dissection  or 
the  chemical  concoctions  of 
science  labs.  For  students 
majoring  in  tourism  man- 
agement and  nutrition  and 
dietetics  at  Southern  Miss, 
this  academic  laboratory  is 
full  of  wonderful  smells, 
delightful  entrees  and  the 

opportunity  to  gain  real-life  experience,  while  managing  and  operating  a  full-service 
restaurant. 

This  opportunity  is  an  invaluable  one  for  students  who  are  preparing  for  careers  in 
the  tourism  or  food  service  industries. 

Students  who  run  the  restaurant  are  divided  into  two  groups.  First-semester  stu- 
dents work  as  "hourly  employees,"  and  advanced  students  work  during  their  second 
semesters  as  managers.  The  students  are  responsible  for  almost  every  aspect  of  oper- 
ations, including  cooking,  cleaning,  advertising  and  waiting  tables. 

"It's  really  work.  It's  not  a  game,"  said  Amanda  Dale-McNabb,  a  tourism  manage- 
ment major  from  Hattiesburg.  "Working  at  the  Charcoal  Room  is  very  comparable  to 
real  life;  the  environment  is  just  more  controlled." 

The  two  individuals  who  supervise  the  students  are  tourism  management  instruc- 
tors Tanya  Ruetzler  and  Jim  Taylor.  Taylor  is  responsible  for  transforming  the 
Charcoal  Room  into  a  casual  dining  restaurant  from  its  original  version  of  cafeteria- 
style  dining.  He  is  in  charge  of  organizing  many  of  the  kitchen  operations  including 
designing  the  menu,  making  sure  students  follow  recipes,  maintaining  sanitation 
practices  and  managing  the  inventory.  Ruetzler  is  responsible  for  the  activities  taking 
place  on  the  floor  of  the  restaurant.  She  interacts  with  customers,  provides  support 
to  the  students  on  the  wait  staff  and  is  primarily  responsible  for  quality  control. 

The  true  advantage  to  this  type  of  lab  course  is  the  experience  of  working  in  a  real- 
life,  high-stress  atmosphere,  said  Ruetzler. 

"The  one  thing  we  want  the  students  to  come  away  with  is  a  sense  of  urgency  and 
the  ability  to  make  a  decision,"  said  Ruetzler.  "The  lab  provides  a  hands-on  experi- 
ence that  coincides  with  the  lecture." 


Attention:  High  School  and  Junior  College  Instructors 

Are  you  a  high  school,  junior  or  community  college  instructor  or  administrator 
whose  students  could  benefit  from  a  lesson  taught  by  an  expert  in  a  specific  field? 
Why  not  invite  a  member  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  faculty  to  share 
his  or  her  knowledge  with  your  class? 

The  university  is  establishing  a  comprehensive  list  of  university  faculty  who  are 
available  to  give  academic  presentations  and  lectures  to  your  students,  and  we  want 
to  share  that  information  with  you.  If  you  are  interested  in  receiving  this  information, 
please  contact  the  Alumni  Association  with  your  name,  address,  phone  number, 
school  and  position  at  alumni@usm.edu. 


Polymer  Science  Professor's  Trip  to 
Russia  Opens  New  Doors  for 
Southern  Miss 


■  A  recent  trip  overseas  by  a  polymer  science  pro- 
fessor from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
has  resulted  in  collaborative  agreements  with  the 
Russian  Academy  of  Sciences. 

Dr.  Marek  Urban  was  an  invited  speaker  last 
month  at  the  seventh  International  Science  and 
Technology  Conference  in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia, 
where  he  gave  a  lecture  on  stimuli-responsive  poly- 
mers and  coatings. 

"Part  of  my  mission 
was  to  develop  potential 
partnerships  with  physi- 
cists and  chemists  work- 
ing on  polymer-related 
areas,"  said  Urban,  who 
was  invited  to  the  his- 
toric city  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  State. 

Urban,  along  with 
two  other  prominent 
American  scientists,  was 
part  of  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the  conference, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  International  Science 
and  Technology  Center.  An  organization  with 
membership  from  32  countries,  the  ISTC  pro- 
motes nuclear  nonproliferation  with  $500  million 
in  research  funding. 

"This  organization  coordinates  the  efforts  of 
numerous  governments,  international  organiza- 
tions, and  the  private  sector,  providing  weapons 
scientists  from  Russia  and  other  countries  new 
opportunities  in  international  partnerships," 
Urban  said. 

Dr.  Rex  Gandy,  dean  of  the  College  of  Science 
and  Technology  at  Southern  Miss,  said  the  collab- 
oration with  the  Russian  Academy  of  Sciences  is 
"just  another  indication  of  the  strength  and  world- 
class  quality  of  the  research  programs  at  Southern 
Miss." 

"Dr.  Urban  and  his  co-workers  are  international- 
ly-recognized for  their  work  with  novel  materials, 
and  collaborations  such  as  this  will  only  increase 
this  international  recognition,"  Gandy  said. 

Urban  said  that  with  the  research  activities  at 
Southern  Miss,  "we  have  a  great  opportunity  to  tap 
into  some  of  the  projects  and  funding  opportuni- 
ties through  this  organization  and  other  govern- 
ment agencies." 

Along  with  collaborations  recently  established 
with  universities  in  Portugal  and  the  Czech 
Republic,  this  opportunity  will  allow  Southern 
Miss  to  become  the  "World  Polymer  Center  for 
Science  and  Innovation,"  opening  potential  new 
markets  for  new  technologies  developed  at 
Southern  Miss,  Urban  said. 
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University  Receives  Formal  Notification  of  SACS  Probation 

The  official  notice  of  a  one-year  probation  by  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS)  reports  only  one  area  of  deficiency  by  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi. 

University  officials  expected  to  receive  notification  that  the  probation  was  the  result  of  deficiencies  in  three  areas,  they  announced  in  December.  School  officials 
cited  a  verbal  report  from  SACS  at  the  time. 

The  SACS  letter,  dated  Jan.  6,  found  deficiencies  in  the  school's  distance  education  activities  and  cited  the  university  for  failing  to  evaluate  all  its  long  distance 
learning  activities. 

Originally,  SACS  areas  of  concern  were  expected  to  include  deficiencies  in  the  areas  of  assessment  of  institutional  effectiveness,  assessment  of  distance-learning 
effectiveness  and  strategic  planning  in  academic  units. 

"We've  already  begun  working  on  the  issues  noted  by  SACS  and  expect  to  be  removed  from  probationary  status  at  the  next  scheduled  annual  meeting  in 
December  2005,"  said  Dr.  Shelby  Thames,  president  of  the  the  university  "We  take  our  SACS  accreditation  very  seriously  and  we  will  remedy  this  situation." 

Dr.  Joan  Exline,  who  was  appointed  by  Thames  to  the  position  of  assistant  to  the  president  for  accreditation,  planning  and  articulation  in  July  2004,  has  been 
working  with  the  university's  deans,  graduate  council,  council  of  chairs  and  a  new  committee  of  faculty  to  address  strategic  planning  and  assessment  issues.  Three 
teams,  including  a  leadership  team,  a  compliance  team  and  a  quality  enhancement  plan  team,  have  also  been  formed  to  work  on  accreditation.  :cWe  have  already 
addressed  the  majority  of  the  commission's  concerns  and  we  are  working  diligentiy  on  the  remaining  portion,"  said  Exline. 

The  Commission  on  Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  is  the  recognized  regional  accrediting  body  m  the  1 1  U.S.  Southern  states 
(Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas  and  Virginia)  and  in  Latin  America  for  those  insti- 
tutions of  higher  education  that  award  associate,  baccalaureate,  master's  or  doctoral  degrees.  The  Commission  on  Colleges  is  the  representative  body  of  the  College 
Delegate  Assembly  and  is  charged  with  carrying  out  the  accreditation  process. 


Web  Site  Includes  SACS  Information 

On  Jan.  6,  2005  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS) 
placed  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  on  probation  for  a  one-year 
period.  To  read  information  specific  to  students,  prospective  students,  par- 
ents, faculty,  staff,  alumni,  supporters,  and  friends  of  the  university  visit 
http://www.usm.edu/index.php. 

The  site  includes  information  on  the  university's  Plan  for 
Effectiveness,  which  outlines  specific  strategies  to  be  undertaken 
regarding  SACS  compliance. 


Hamilton  Named  Director  of  Assessment 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  named  Joy  C.  Hamilton  the 
new  director  of  assessment.  Hamilton  will  work  with  Dr.  Joan  Exline,  fac- 
ulty, staff,  students  and  community  members  in  addressing  areas  of  con- 
cern brought  about  by  the  Jan.  6  probation  handed  down  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS). 

SACS  found  deficiencies  in  the  school's  distance  education  activities  and 
cited  the  university  for  failing  to  evaluate  all  its  long  distance  learning 
activities. 
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Southern  Miss  Alumnus  Forecasts  Good  Times  for  Nation's  Housing  Industry 


Bobby  Rayburn,  far  right,  talks  with  Doris  Kemp,  an  instructor  in  the  College  of 
Science  and  Technology's  School  of  Construction,  and  student  Angela  Hardwich 
about  the  latest  trends  in  the  housing  industry.  Rayburn,  a  1969  Southern  Miss 
graduate,  is  president  of  the  National  Association  of  Home  Builders. 

■  An  alumnus  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  who  is  a  leader 
in  the  nations  housing  industry  predicts  an  expansion  of  the  housing 
market  and  job  opportunities  for  students  majoring  in  various  engineer- 
ing technologies. 

Bobby  Rayburn,  president  of  the  National  Association  of  Home 
Builders,  was  the  keynote  speaker  recently  for  a  banquet  hosted  by  the 
Southern  Miss  NAHB  chapter.  A  1969  graduate  of  Southern  Miss, 
Rayburn  said  the  future  looks  bright  for  new  construction  in  the  indus- 
try which  means  not  only  opportunities  for  new  homeowners,  but  also 
an  expanded  job  market. 

"The  sky's  the  limit,"  said  Rayburn,  who  lives  in  Jackson  and  is  presi- 
dent of  Rayburn  and  Associates.  "The  truth  is,  there  are  a  lot  of  opportu- 
nities in  the  housing  industry,  and  you  can  start  in  one  place  and  wind 
up  in  a  different  place  (within  the  industry)." 

Speaking  before  students  enrolled  in  the  College  of  Science  and 
Technology's  School  of  Construction,  many  of  them  architectural  and 
construction  engineering  technology  majors,  Rayburn  emphasized  the 
need  for  skilled  professionals  at  the  entry  level,  which  could  lead  to  lucra- 
tive careers  as  building  contractors.  "Well  (the  association)  help  them 
move  up  in  the  business,"  Rayburn  said. 

In  2004,  approximately  2  million  homes  and  apartments  were  con- 
structed, and  Rayburn  said  that  through  2012,  approximately  1  million 


homes  will  be  built  each  year,  meaning  more  available  jobs  in  an  indus- 
try that  he  said  counts  for  nearly  16  percent  of  the  nations  gross  domes- 
tic product.  "That's  a  huge  number,"  he  said. 

Rayburn  said  the  association's  theme  this  year  is  "Housing  America's 
Working  Families,"  people  Rayburn  said  provide  valuable  services  in 
society  including  teachers,  firefighters,  police  officers  and  nurses,  among 
others.  The  association  is  working  with  public  officials  to  minimize  obsta- 
cles to  homeownership  by  reducing  red  tape,  as  well  as  dealing  with 
issues  such  as  large  lot  zoning  and  other  land  use  practices  Rayburn  said 
make  it  difficult  for  first-time  homebuyers  to  attain  suitable  housing. 

"Too  often,  rather  than  live  in  the  community  where  they  work,  they 
live  in  communities  miles  from  their  jobs  (to  avoid  these  issues),"  he  said. 
"Our  focus  is  to  help  families  find  homes  where  they  work." 

A.J.  Rosier,  president  of  the  Southern  Miss  NAHB  chapter,  said 
Rayburns  presentation  was  an  inspiration  to  students  interested  in  mak- 
ing careers  in  the  housing  industry.  "I'm  really  pleased  that  he  could 
attend  our  event,  and  it's  a  definite  plus  that  he's  a  Southern  Miss  gradu- 
ate," Rosier  said. 

At  the  banquet,  architectural  engineenng  students  Jessica  Fly  of  Scobey 
and  Adam  Howard  of  Millry  Ala.,  both  seniors  at  Southern  Miss,  received 
a  donation  of  scholarship  funds  from  the  Greater  Hattiesburg 
Homebuilders  Association. 

Home  Builders  Institute,  the  workforce  development  arm  of  the 
National  Association  of  Home  Builders,  is  dedicated  to  the  advancement 
and  enrichment  of  craft  education  and  training  programs  serving  the 
needs  of  the  residential  construction  industry.  For  more  than  30  years, 
HBI  has  trained  skilled  workers  in  residential  construction,  promoted  the 
industry  as  a  career  and  helped  the  NAHB  membership  address  its  need 
for  qualified  employees. 

The  NAHB  Student  Chapters  program  is  administered  by  HBI  and 
works  to  help  enrich  the  educational  experiences  of  students  enrolled  in 
construction-related  studies  and  training.  More  than  3,000  student  mem- 
bers at  1 5 1  high  schools,  technical  schools,  colleges,  universities  and  HBI 
Job  Corps  programs  enjoy  the  benefits  of  membership  in  NAHB  through 
participation  in  competitions,  professional  networks,  conferences  and 
industry  exhibits. 


University  Impact  Study  Examines  Economic  Effect  of  Gifted  Education 


■  The  results  of  gifted  education  program- 
ming in  Mississippi  goes  far  beyond  good  aca- 
demic policy;  it's  just  good  business. 

That's  the  indication  of  the  results  of  an 
economic  impact  study  conducted  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  on  the 
state's  gifted  education  programs.  The  study 
the  result  of  a  partnership  between  Dr. 
Frances  Karnes,  director  of  the  university's 
Karnes  Center  for  Gifted  Studies,  and  Mark 
Goodman,  director  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Center  for  Community  and  Economic 
Development,  examined  data  associated  with 
gifted  education  programs  during  the  2003- 
2004  school  year. 

"The  study  determined  that  there  is  a  sig- 
nificant impact  on  both  the  local  and  state 
economy,"  Karnes  said. 


In  terms  of  direct  economic  impact,  729 
teachers  taught  in  the  public  school  pro- 
grams in  the  2003-2004  school  year. 
Salaries  for  teachers  and  prorated  salaries 
for  special  education  directors  supervising 
the  programs  resulted  in  744  total  full-time 
equivalent  (FTE)  jobs  and  an  additional 
645  jobs  in  place  throughout  the  economy 
of  Mississippi. 

Income  from  all  employment  associated 
with  the  teaching  of  the  gifted  in  public 
schools  in  Mississippi  was  greater  than  $46 
million  annually.  Taxes  collected  by  the  state 
associated  with  the  teaching  of  gifted  chil- 
dren and  youth  in  specialized  programs  were 
greater  than  $2  million  annually  and  taxes 
collected  by  local  jurisdictions  annually  were 
greater  than  $1  million. 

The  study  was  a  second-phase  report  of 


economic  impact,  with  the  first  phase  measur- 
ing the  direct  impact  of  the  Kames  Center  on 
the  region.  The  first  study  determined  that  rev- 
enues generated  through  the  incomes  of  indi- 
viduals employed  in  programs  at  the  center 
were  $552,207,  with  total  retail  sales  coming 
to  more  than  $1  million  and  the  total  tax  rev- 
enues generated  were  $131,051,  including 
$40,000  locally. 

"This  study  is  important  because  it  clarifies 
the  value  of  gifted  education  in  economic 
terms,"  said  Dr.  Henry  Johnson,  state  super- 
intendent of  education.  "This  demonstrates 
that,  in  addition  to  the  substantial  benefits 
that  gifted  education  provides  to  the  commu- 
nity in  the  context  of  civic  and  social  ele- 
ments, it  is  an  excellent  investment  in  our 
economy  and,  more  importantly,  in  our  chil- 
dren and  their  future." 
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University  Establishes 
Speaker's  Bureau 


■  The  economy,  politics,  military 
issues,  education  and  current  hap- 
penings at  the  Southern  Miss  cam- 
puses in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the 
Gulf  Coast  -  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  has  a  number 
of  specialists  who  can  discuss 
these  and  many  other  issues. 

Alumni  who  are  involved  in 
local  community  and  civic  groups 
can  help  share  the  good  news 
about  Southern  Miss  by  booking  a 
guest  speaker  from  the  university. 
The  university  has  established  a 
speaker's  bureau  with  speakers 
coming  from  many  disciplines:  the 
arts,  science,  business,  education, 
health  and  more  -  all  are  qualified 
to  discuss  many  issues  from  vari- 
ous perspectives.  Volunteer  speak- 
ers include  members  of  the  univer- 
sity administration,  deans,  faculty 
and  athletic  personnel,  and  all  are 
ready  to  discuss  the  issues  of  inter- 
est to  your  club,  church,  civic  or 
professional  organization. 

To  schedule  a  Southern  Miss 
speaker,  contact  the  Department  of 
Marketing  and  Public  Relations  at 
(601)  266-5304  or  e-mail 
usm_mpr@usm.edu. 


A  new  Starbucks  Coffee  Shop,  the  largest 
Starbucks  in  Mississippi,  was  in  full 
swing  as  students  returned  for  the  spring 
semester.  In  addition  to  Starbucks,  an 
Einstein  Bros.  Bagels  opened  on  the 
ground  floor  of  the  university's  new 
International  Center. 


New  Dining  Opportunities,  Parking  Spaces  Greet  Southern  Miss  Students 

Visiting  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  ponder  a 
potential  transfer,  University  of  South  Alabama  student 
Charlotte  Gadilhe  searched  in  vain  for  a  Starbucks  Coffee 
while  in  Hattiesburg. 

Imagine  her  surprise  when  she  stopped  by  the  Southern 
Miss  library  to  find  employees  busily  readying  a  Starbucks 
Coffee  Shop  for  its  opening. 

"When  I  came  in  the  building  and  saw  it,  1  couldn't  believe  it. 
We  don't  have  anything  like  this  where  I  go  to  school,''  said 
Gadilhe,  thumbing  through  a  university  class  schedule  guide  near 
the  exterior  of  the  recently  installed  coffee  shop.  "1  drove  up  and 
down  Highway  49  when  I  got  to  Hattiesburg  looking  for  a 
Starbucks." 

Students  returning  to  Southern  Miss  this  spring  semester  had 
that  and  much  more  in  store,  as  two  of  the  hottest  commodities  on  campus  -  food  and  parking 
spaces  -  expanded  in  supply.  In  addition  to  Starbucks,  an  Einstein  Bros.  Bagels  opened  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  new  International  Center.  Also,  the  former  site  of  West  Building  Supply  on  West  Fourth 
Street  is  now  a  parking  lot,  where  400  new  parking  spaces  became  available  in  January. 

"It  is  open-zone  parking  and  will  help  alleviate  some  of  the  parking  crunch  associated  with  the 
ongoing  construction  on  campus,"  Mike  Mitchell,  assistant  dean  of  students,  said. 

The  Southern  Miss  Starbucks,  which  will  employ  about  25  people,  including  students,  is  the  largest 
in  the  state,  according  to  Pat  Foley  resident  district  manager  with  Southern  Miss  Dining  Services.  A 
fully  licensed  Starbucks,  the  coffee  shop  offers  a  full  beverage  menu,  along  with  assorted  pastnes. 

Einstein  Bros.  Bagels  offers  a  different  kind  of  dining  experience.  Open  for  breakfast,  lunch  and 
dinner  (7:15  a.m.-6:30  p.m.)  Monday  through  Thursday,  and  for  breakfast  and  lunch  on  Friday 
(7:15  a.m. -2:30  p.m.),  Einstein  Bros.  Bagels  features  an  eclectic  menu,  using  only  the  freshest 
ingredients.  While  it  offers  sandwiches,  coffee,  and  snacks  like  fresh  fruit,  its  claim  to  fame  is  - 
you  guessed  it  -  bagels. 

"These  bagels  -  there's  nothing  else  like  them  in  Hattiesburg,"  said  Bob  Lowe,  director  of  food  service 
at  Southern  Miss.  "People  aren't  real  sure  what  to  expect,  but  they're  very  excited  (about  the  openingV 


Center  for  Higher  Learning  Congratulates  International  Scientist  of  2004 


■  STENNIS  SPACE  CENTER  -  A  research  scientist  at  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi's  Center  for  Higher  Learning  has  received  the 
2004  International  Scientist  of  the  Year  Award  from  the  International 
Biographical  Centre  of  England  in  Cambridge. 

Dr.  Sharhdad  Sajjadi,  senior  research  scientist  in  physical  oceanogra- 
phy and  director  of  the  High  Performance  Computing  and  Algorithms 
Laboratory,  was  recognized  for  his  work  in  physics  in  fluid  turbulence. 
Sajjadi,  a  full  research  professor  of  applied  mathematics,  was  nominat- 
ed anonymously  by  fellow  colleagues. 

"I  couldn't  believe  it  when  I  won  the  award,"  Sajjadi  said.  "I  didn't 
know  I'd  even  been  nominated,  so  it  came  as  quite  a  pleasant  surprise. 
This  is  in  recognition  of  my  work  in  the  field  over  the  years." 

Sajjadi  studies  aspects  of  fluid  dynamics,  particularly  cases  where 
flow  is  turbulent.  His  work  with  oceanographic  and  surface  wave  tur- 
bulence has  led  to  industrial  applications,  namely  in  the  area  of  hurri- 
cane research. 

Most  recently,  Sajjadi  developed  a  small-scale  turbulence  model  of 
Hurricane  Isadore  designed  to  help  engineers  in  the  New  Orleans  area 
better  understand  what  happened  in  the  wake  of  the  disaster. 

"The  people  of  St.  Tammany  Parish  are  considering  developing  a 
model  to  have  a  local  forecast  so  that  when  hurricanes  hit  in  the  future 
around  the  New  Orleans,  Slidell,  Mandeville  area,  they  can  know  how 
much  water  is  expected  to  be  dumped  in  that  area,"  Sajjadi  said. 


Elizabeth  Valenti  of  WorldWindsInc,  a  private  small  business  locat- 
ed at  Stennis,  said  "Dr.  Sajjadi  is  a  world-class  scientist  and  we  are  lucky 
to  have  him  as  part  of  our  research  contingent  here  at  the  Stennis  Space 
Center.  His  expertise  in  water-wave  physics  has  enabled  us  to  provide 
the  public  with  improved  weather  forecasts  that  could  save  lives.  He  is 
very  deserving  of  this  award." 

Sajjadi  was  educated  at  Bedford  School  in  the  United  Kingdom.  After 
earning  a  bachelor  of  science  degree  in  mathematics,  he  joined  the 
Laser  Division  of  Rutherford  Appleton  Laboratory  in  July  1982.  where 
he  was  engaged  in  plasma  physics  research.  In  1985,  he  began  doctor- 
al study  in  water  waves. 

Sajjadi  was  the  director  of  the  Centre  for  Computational  Fluid 
Dynamics  and  Turbulence  of  the  University  of  Salford,  UK.  from 
January  1991  until  December  2000.  He  was  the  chairman  of  the 
European  Research  Community  on  Flow  Turbulence  and  Combustion 
(ERCOFTAO  Special  Interest  Group  on  Wind  Over  Waves  from  May 
1993  until  December  2000. 

His  current  research  includes  advanced  turbulence  modeling  and 
computational  fluid  dynamics,  nonlinear  air-sea  interactions  and 
dynamics,  and  thermodynamics  of  tropical  cyclones  and  hurricanes. 

Sajjadi  has  published  a  number  of  research  papers  in  these  subjects 
and  has  published  three  books.  He  is  currently  under  contract  to  pub- 
lish two  additional  books  that  will  appear  in  200s  and  2007 
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CALENDAR 


MTC 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumni@usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com/events.htm  for  the  most  up-to-date 
calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise  noted. 


-FRRIIARY 


1 1       Symphonic  Winds  Concert  at 
Bennett  Auditorium.  For  tickets, 
call  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket 
Office  at  601-266-5418  or  800- 
844-8425.  Presented  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Southern 
Instrumental  Conductors 
Conference/7:30  p.m. 
12        Ninth  f 

Annual  Run  ^^r~ 

for  Love.  -''Vte"^"  ' 

The  ninth  ^jP?V^ 
annual  ^T1^7~  ^«^_> 
Southern 

Miss  Recreational  Sports  Run 
for  Love  will  be  held  on  Sat., 
Feb.  12  at  8:30  a.m.  Contact 
Angela  Davis  at  601-266-6905 
for  more  details. 


^ 


12  Southern  Miss 
Basketball  vs. 
Houston/7:30  p.m. 

12        Wind  Ensemble 

Concert  at  Bennett  Auditorium. 
For  tickets,  call  the  Southern 
Miss  Ticket  Office  at  601-266- 
5418  or  800-844-8425. 
Presented  in  conjunction  with 
the  Southern  Instrumental 
Conductors  Conference/4  p.m. 


13  Southern  Miss  Lady  Eagle 
Basketball  vs.  South  Florida/ 
2  p.m. 

14  The 

Symphony 

Orchestra 

presents 

"The  King's 

Violins,  a  Royal 

Romance,"  at  Bennett 

Auditorium.  For  tickets,  call  the 

Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at 

601-266-5418  or  800-844-8425. 

17        Theatre  presents  DiPietro  and 
Roberts'  "I  Love  You,  You're 
Perfect,  Now  Change,"  at  the 
Gilbert  F.  Hartwig  Theatre.  For 
tickets,  call  the  Southern  Miss 
Ticket  Office  at  601-266-5418. 

23,       The  Symphony  Orchestra 

26-27    presents  Carlisle 

Floyd's  opera  js-^? 

"Susannah,"  at  the 
Mannoni 
Performing  Arts 

Center.  There  »§H 

will  also  be  a  special 
lecture  by  the  composer 
presented  in  conjunction  with 
the  Saturday  performance.  For 
more  information,  visit 


www.usm.edu/symphony.  For 
tickets  visit  www.usm.edu/ 
tickets  or  call  601-266-5418  or 
800-844-8425. 

5  Southern  Miss  Basketball  vs. 

TCU/4  p.m. 

12        Museum  of  Art 
presents  "A 
View  from  the 
Past:  Old  Master 
Prints  and 
Drawings  from  the  New 
Orleans  Museum  of  Art 
Exhibition."  The  exhibit  runs 
through  March  24, 10  a.m.-5 
p.m.,  each  day.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  the  USM  Museum 
of  Art  at  601-266-5200. 

12-17   Forensic  Science  Seminar 
at  Sea's  Caribbean  Cruise  on 
Carnival  Cruise  Lines.  Contact 
Southern  Miss  Continuing 
Education  at  601-266-4186 
for  more  information. 

12-19   London  Theatre  Tour  in 
London,  England. 
Contact  Southern  Miss 
Continuing  Education  at  601- 
266-4186  for  more  information. 


2  The  Symphony  Orchestra  pres- 

ents "Placido  Domingo -The 
Concert  Event  of  a  Lifetime,"  at 
the  Mississippi  Coast  Coluseum 
in  Biloxi.  The  event  will  consist 
of  operatic  highlights  as  well  as 
popular  Spanish  songs  and 
other  Domingo  favorites  that 
are  loved  all  over  the  world.  For 
more  information,  visit 
www.usm.edu/symphony.  For 
tickets,  call  601-266-5418  or 
800-844-8425  or  visit 
www.usm.edu/arts/season/ 
domingo.php. 

7  Spring  Dance  Center  at 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts 
Center.  Tickets  are  $10/$8/$6, 
and  can  be  purchased  through 
the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office 
at  601-266-5418  or 
800-844-8425. 

15-16   Eagle  Fest  weekend  featuring 
the  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame  induc- 
tion ceremony  at  6  p.m.  on 
Friday,  the  Black  and  Gold 
football  game  Saturday,  1  p.m., 
and  baseball  versus  St.  Louis  at 
4  p.m.  on  Saturday. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma 
mater?  Do  you  know  it  well  enough  to 
sing  it?  Test  your  Southern  Miss  knowl- 
edge by  filling  in  the  blanks  of  the 
lyrics  for  the  alma  mater. 


We  sing  to  thee  our  alma  mater, 

thy  praises  be: 

Southern we  shall  cherish, 

we  pledge  to  thee. 


Spacious  skies  and  land  of . 


trees  and  shelt'ring  walls, 

Now  our  hearts  left  ever  to  thee, 
As  we  praise  thy halls. 

Answers  on  page  53 


^  ,w  I                       Wi 

THE 
UNIVERSITY 

jO  car'i-sls  ftoy-!'i      / 

OF  SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 

SYMPHONY 

11      1 

ORCHESTRA 

tetrayal 

AND 

SOUTHERN 

luJk*iV^f 

OPERA  AND 

111"  ~* 

MUSICAL 

1"  ■ 

THEATRE 
PRESENT . . . 

FEB.  23,  26-27,  2005 

For  tickets,  call  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Oft 
at  (601)  266-5418  or  800-844-8425. 
Visit  us  at  www.usm.edu/opera  and 
www.  usm.edu/symphony. 
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Service  Pays  off  for  Multi-scholar  Freshman 

By  Kristen  Preau 


Alyse  Harvison,  right,  accompanies  Abigail  Rogers,  a  2004  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 
inductee,  to  the  Mother's  Day  Out  program,  which  provides  care  for  children 
with  mental  retardation  one  day  each  week. 

A  new  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  community,  Alyse 
Harvisons  Southern  Star  has  been  shining  long  before  she 
enrolled  as  a  freshman  last  August.  Harvison,  a  2004  honor  grad- 
uate of  Petal  High  School,  has  earned  more  than  five  substantial 
scholarships,  both  national  and  university-sponsored,  in  addition 
to  many  other  awards  and  honors.  One  of  her  most  prestigious 
awards,  the  Coca-Cola  Scholars  Foundation  selected  Harvison  as 
one  of  50  students  nationwide  to  receive  a  $20,000  scholarship 
for  college. 

But  Harvison  was  highly  recruited  for  more  than  just  her  4.0 
GPA;  she  was  a  top  prospect  for  her  leadership  ability  and  dedi- 
cated service  to  her  community.  Because  she  was  a  four-year  vet- 
eran of  the  honor  roll,  class  president  for  two  consecutive  years, 
executive  officer  for  three  clubs  and  a  Wendy's  High  School 
Heisman  award  winner  for  her  participation  in  numerous  sports, 
Harvisons  honors  are  much  deserved.  And  she  still  had  time  to 
do  what  she  loves  best  -  community  service. 

Harvisons  resume  of  community  activities  extends  just  as  long 
as  her  school  activities,  which  afforded  her  a  scholarship  with  the 
Luckyday  Foundation  Citizenship  Scholars  Program  at  Southern 
Miss.  For  the  Luckyday  seminar,  Harvison  was  required  to  select 
an  individual  who  personified  what  it  means  to  be  a  servant 
leader  and  present  this  persons  accomplishments  to  the  class. 
She  selected  Southern  Miss  alumna  and  2004  Hall  of  Fame 
inductee  Abigail  Rogers. 

"She  is  an  amazing  volunteer,"  said  Harvison,  who  has  worked 
at  Rogers'  Civitan  Camp  for  the  past  five  years.  Forty-four  years 
ago,  Rogers  founded  the  Civitan  Camp,  which  serves  mentally 
challenged  children  and  adults  and  is  sponsored  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Civitan  Club.  Harvison  has  also  volunteered  with 
Rogers    at    Mothers    Day    Out,    a    program    sponsored    by    the 


Association  for  Retarded  Citizens,  which  provides  care  for  chil- 
dren with  mental  retardation  one  day  each  week.  Harvison  con- 
siders Rogers  to  be  one  of  her  role  models  and  admires  her  life- 
long service  to  mentally-challenged  individuals. 

In  all  of  her  high  school  leadership  roles,  which  ranged  from 
class  president  to  captain  of  the  soccer  and  swim  teams,  Harvison 
led  by  example  and  encouraged  her  peers  to  volunteer  for  their 
community  For  her  senior  project  at  Petal  High  School,  she  cre- 
ated a  day  camp  for  mentally-challenged  children  at  the  Family  Y. 

A  freshman  Honors  College  student  majoring  in  biological  sci- 
ences, Harvison  is  studying  to  be  a  special  needs  doctor.  When  a 
camper's  parents  informed  her  of  a  need  for  more  doctors  work- 
ing with  mentally-challenged  children,  Harvison  knew  she  could 
help  fill  the  void.  She  currently  works  at  Forrest  General 
Hospital,  serving  as  a  nurse  aide,  even  though  she  acknowledges 
her  abundance  of  scholarships  cover  her  tuition  needs.  "I  think 
it's  important  to  keep  working,"  said  Harvison,  who  works  a  12- 
hour  shift  on  the  weekend,  attending  only  to  emergency  patients. 
She  says  she  likes  the  action  of  the  job  and  knows  the  experience 
will  prepare  her  for  the  future. 

One  of  the  most  unique  transitions  that  Harvison  has  made 
from  high  school  to  college  is  from  a  panther  to  a  golden  eagle. 
A  former  Petal  Panther  mascot,  she  earned  a  spot  as  Seymour,  the 
Southern  Miss  mascot.  Originally,  Harvison  attended  cheerlead- 
ing  tryouts  with  her  friend,  Stephanie  Bower,  for  moral  support, 
but  did  not  expect  to  be  selected.  Stephanie  made  the  squad  and 
Harvison  was  equally  successful.  As  Seymour,  Harvison  especial- 
ly enjoys  taking  part  in  community  service  events.  She  visited 
Forrest  General  Hospital  every  Thursday  and  Sunday  before  foot- 
ball games  to  visit  with  patients  and  promote  the  game.  During 
one  visit,  one  of  the  patients  asked  for  Seymour  to  come  and  visit 
her,  and  when  Harvison  entered  in  costume,  the  woman  yelled, 
"Big  Bird!" 

In  addition  to  the  Coca-Cola  and  Luckyday  scholarships. 
Harvison  is  a  recipient  of  an  Honor's  College  scholarship,  a 
$10,000  Academic  Excellence  award,  the  Hattiesburg  Metro 
Alumni  Chapter  award  and  a  cheerleading  scholarship. 


Southern  Miss  freshman  Alyse  Harvison  enjoys  a  refreshing  break  in  the  pool 
with  a  camper  at  the  Abbie  Rogers  Civitan  Camp. 
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Kate  Brown 


Kate  Brown  All  Dressed  Up  (ca.  1900, 
from  the  Kate  B.  Brown  Papers) 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

It  is  singularly  gratifying  to  look  back  at  the 
lives  of  individuals  who  made  significant  contri- 
butions to  the  early  history  of  Southern  Miss,  and 
one  need  look  no  further  than  the  original  faculty 
to  find  a  broad  array  of  such  individuals,  one  of 
whom  was  Miss  Kate  B.  Brown.  Miss  Brown  came 
to  town  in  1912  and  served  the  school  until  1929. 
After  a  six-year  hiatus,  she  returned  and  served 
from  1936-1939. 

Kate  Brown  was  born  October  22,  1879,  in 
Iuka,  Miss.,  to  John  B.  and  Elizabeth  Ackers 
Brown.  She  attended  elementary  and  high  school 
in  her  hometown,  and  earned  a  bachelor's  degree 
from  Iuka  Normal  Institute,  which  was  later  stan- 
dardized at  George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers. 
She  held  a  master's  degree  from  Columbia 
University,  and  worked  toward  a  doctorate  at 
Tulane     University     and     the     University     of 


Came  To  Town 


California.  She  taught  in  both  the  rural 
and  urban  schools  of  Mississippi,  and 
was  principal  of  Moss  Point  High 
School  when  she  accepted  the  position 
of  assistant  professor  of  history  and 
Latin  at  Mississippi  Normal  College 
(now  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi)  in  1912. 

During  her  tenure,  Miss  Brown  was 
actively  involved  in  campus  life.  In 
1918,  she  raised  $1,500  in  support  of 
World  War  I  work.  In  1920,  college 
secretary  A.  V  Hays  suggested  that  the 
school  build  a  streetcar  station  as  a 
memorial  to  students,  faculty  and  staff 
who  had  served  in  the  war.  President 
Joe  Cook  approved  the  idea,  and 
appointed  Hays  and  Brown  to  spear- 


head a  campaign  to  raise  funds.  The 
campaign  ultimately  brought  in 
$10,000,  and  the  cornerstone  for  the 
memorial  was  laid  on  July  4,  1921. 
When  completed,  the  streetcar  station 
included  a  small  apartment  where  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  W  E.  Fail  lived.  Rev.  Fail, 
a  Civil  War  veteran,  served  as  campus 
watchman,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Fail  were 
known  affectionately  to  students  as  "Ma" 
and  "Pa."  Unfortunately  the  memorial, 
located  at  the  mam  campus  entrance, 
was  heavily  damaged  in  the  mid-1960s 
when  it  was  hit  by  a  large  truck  turning 
onto  campus  from  Hardy  Street. 
Repairing  the  building  was  considered 
too  costly,  so  its  remains  were  demol- 
ished shortly  after  the  accident. 


World  War  I  Memorial  Streetcar  Station.  Insets  are  A.  V.  Hays  and  Kate  Brown.  (1923  Neka  Camon) 
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Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Fail  lived  in  the  WWI  Memorial, 

and  were  known  to  students  as  "Pa"  and  "Ma." 

(1924  Neka  Camon) 

In  1922,  Miss  Brown  was  one  of  several 
faculty  members  instrumental  in  organizing 
the  World  Affairs  Club,  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
Mississippi.  The  club  held  monthly  pro- 
grams and  brought  such  dignitaries  as  Carl 
Sandburg  and  William  Jennings  Bryan  to 
campus  as  guest  speakers.  In  1931,  the 
clubs  name  was  changed  to  International 
Relations  Club. 

Miss  Brown  was  named  head  of  the  histo- 
ry department  in  1925,  and  in  1926  she  was 
chosen  to  participate  in  a  group  of  50 
American  professors  who  would  study  and 
travel  in  Europe,  particularly  at  the  League 
of  Nations  and  World  Court,  as  guests  of  the 
Carnegie  Endowment  for  International 
Peace.  Participants  were  selected  on  the 
basis  of  their  interest  and  ability  in  teaching 
subjects  relating  to  international  coopera- 
tion, and  conferences  were  held  in  Paris, 
The  Hague  and  Geneva.  In  a  journal  she 
kept  while  sailing  to  Europe  aboard  the 
President  Harding,  she  describes  several 
roundtable  discussions  that  were  held  dur- 
ing the  voyage. 

Also  in  1926,  Miss  Brown  was  elected  the 
45th  president  of  the  Mississippi  Education 
Association  (MEA),  only  the  second  woman 
to  hold  the  position.  For  16  years  she  was 
chairman  of  the  placement  committee  and 
was  instrumental  in  placing  approximately 
4,000  teachers  in  their  positions.  Further 
indication  of  her  devotion  to  education  is 


that  she  annually  provided  two  scholar- 
ships of  $125  each  -  one  for  a  female  stu- 
dent and  one  for  a  male  student. 

In  1929,  Kate  Brown,  along  with  Dr.  W 
T.  Lowrey  became  the  victim  of  a  period  of 
political  upheaval  in  Mississippi's  institu- 
tions of  higher  learning  that  resulted  in  the 
termination  of  numerous  administrators 
and  professors.  Newspapers  across  the 
state  expressed  outrage  at  the  injustice,  and 
lamented  the  loss  of  outstanding  educators. 
An  article  in  The  Neshoba  Democrat  said  of 
Miss  Brown,  "She  is  conceded  to  be  one  of 
the  best  history  instructors  in  the  country. 
She  has  contributed  a  large  measure  of  serv- 
ice to  the  success  of  that  great  institution 
(then,  State  Teachers  College)." 

From  1932  to  1933,  Miss  Brown  served 
as  a  research  worker  in  the  history  depart- 
ment at  the  University  of  California.  In 
1933,  she  began  teaching  in  northeast 
Mississippi  under  the  extension  division  of 


World  Affairs  Club  (1927  Neka  Camon) 


Kate  Brown  (1939  Neka  Camon) 

Howard  College,  Birmingham,  and  in  1936 
she  returned  to  State  Teachers  College  (now 
Southern  Miss)  as  a  professor  of  history. 

When  Kate  Brown  died  on  Dec.  7,  1939, 
the  student  body  openly  mourned  her 
passing.  In  memonam.  The  Student  Print 
had  the  following  to  say  in  the  Dec.  15. 
1939,  issue: 

"She  has  done  her  ]ob  and  slipped 
away.  Forever  there  is  locked  from  us  thai 
repartee,  laughter,  and  inspiration  which 
made  her  an  individual  of  interest  and 
charm.  One  of  the  gallant  band  who  ga\  e 
their  a!!  to  this  institution  from  its  infancy, 
she  became  so  much  a  part  oj  it  that  it  can 
never  again  be  the  same.  There  remains 
for  us  the  treasure  oj  memories  oj  a  Uje 
well  spent  and  of  a  continuing  influence 
which  knows  no  bew:J> 

*  Look  for  a  profile  ol  Orville  G.  Brim. 
instructor  oi  pedagogy,  in  the  next  issue  ol 
The  Talon. 
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Alumna  Foresees  a  First-class  Center  to  Evolve  from  $1.1M  Gift 


Dr.  Cyndi  Camlet  right  director  of  the  Workplace 
Learning  and  Performance  Center  on  the  Gulf  Park  cam- 
pus, introduces  Drs.  Jack  and  Patti  Phillips  during  a  press 
conference. 


Southern  Miss  alumna 
Dr.  Patti  Pulliam  Phillips 
and  her  husband,  Dr.  Jack 
J.  Phillips,  have  made  a 
commitment  to  her  alma 
mater  to  help  broaden 
improvements  of  the 
Workplace  Learning  and 
Performance  Center  on 
the  Gulf  Park  campus. 

The  Chelsea,  Ala.,  cou- 
ple committed  to  a  $1.1 
million  combination  cash 
and  planned  gift  to  create 
the  Drs.  Jack  and  Patti  Phillips  Workplace  Learning  and  Performance 
Endowment,  which  will  support  graduate  assistantships,  a  Guru 
Series,  professional  development  at  the  center  and  activities  for  the 
WLPC  Advisory  Council.  This  gift  places  the  couple  in  the 
President's  Circle  of  The  USM  Foundation's  Honor  Club. 

"We  hope  two  things  evolve  from  our  gift  and  involvement  with 
the  WLPC,"  said  Patti  Phillips,  who  received  a  doctorate  in  interna- 
tional development  from  Southern  Miss  in  2003.  "Our  workforce 
needs  a  first-class  center  for  public  sector  accountability,  and  we 
hope  to  launch  a  center  for  accountability  and  performance 
improvement,  which  will  broaden  the  reach  to  industry." 

WLPC  provides  solutions  on  how  to  develop  a  high-knowledge, 
multi-skilled  workforce  in  the  21st  century.  It  offers  tools  such  as 
measuring  the  impact  of  workforce  training  and  development,  assess- 
ing workforce  needs  and  mapping  strategies  for  workforce  planning 
and  using  competency  models  to  build  and  manage  a  workforce. 


With  more  than  $4  million  in  support  of  workforce  development 
research  initiatives  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  NASA,  the 
Mississippi  Development  Authority  and  the  Institute  for  Higher 
Learning,  WLPC  hosts  conferences,  professional  development  work- 
shops and  certificate  programs  that  attract  a  national  audience.  A  part 
of  the  Department  of  Economic  and  Workforce  Development  at 
Southern  Miss,  WLPC  is  an  example  of  how  education,  employers  and 
economic  development  work  together  to  provide  "new  economy" 
skills. 

"We  are  thrilled  Jack  and  Patti  thought  so  much  of  our  program 
to  show  their  support  through  such  a  generous  financial  contribu- 
tion that  builds  a  legacy  for  the  work  they  have  done,"  said  Dr. 
Cyndi  Gaudet,  director  of  WLPC.  "They  know  the  ability  to  achieve 
these  goals  relies  on  a  solid  commitment  to  the  program,  which 
they  have  demonstrated  through  their  gracious  gift  to  the 
Workplace  Learning  and  Performance  Center." 

In  2003,  both  Patti  and  Jack  Phillips  founded  the  Return  on 
Investment  (ROD  Institute,  which  represents  more  than  50  years  of 
experience.  Together  with  their  team  and  partners,  they  serve  pri- 
vate and  public  sector  organizations  in  more  than  40  countries. 
Southern  Miss  is  a  domestic  partner  with  the  ROI  Institute. 

"We  see  a  tremendous  opportunity  in  partnering  our  expertise 
with  Southern  Miss'  academic  excellence  and  vision  of  growth," 
said  Phillips,  who  chairs  and  serves  as  chief  executive  officer  of  The 
Chelsea  Group  Inc.,  a  research  and  consulting  firm  specializing  in 
the  evaluation  of  training  and  performance  improvement  programs 
in  public  sector  organizations.  "Together,  not  only  can  we  make 
some  great  things  happen  in  workforce  development  and  econom- 
ic development,  but  we  can  also  have  fun  doing  it." 


Brett  Favre  Fourward  Foundation  Donates  to  Southern  Miss  Children'! 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Children's  Center  for 
Communication  and  Development  and  the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center 
for  Gifted  Studies  received  donations  from  two  well-known  alums  who 
support  worthwhile  causes  of  children  in  need. 

Former  Golden  Eagle  football  standout  and  Green  Bay  Packers  quar- 
terback Brett  Favre  and  wife  Deanna,  founders  of  the  Brett  Favre 
Fourward  Foundation,  presented  $25,000  each  to  CCCD  and  Gifted 
Studies. 

"Our  foundation  works  with  disabled  and  disadvantaged  children," 
said  Deanna  Favre.  "I  liked  what  I  saw  (after  touring  the  center),  the  qual- 
ity of  the  teachers  and  the  instruction,  and  how  they  prepare  the  children 
to  transition  to  schools.  Obviously,  it's  a  very  worthy  cause." 

CCCD's  donation  has  been  earmarked  for  construction  of  therapy 
rooms  for  clients  and  observation  rooms  for  parents  of  children  who 
receive  services  at  the  center. 

It  provides  services  throughout  Mississippi  for  infants,  toddlers  and 
preschoolers  with  communication  and  development  disabilities. 

'We're  very  honored  to  receive  this  gift,"  said  CCCD's  co-director 
Margaret  Buttross-Brinegar,  who  spearheads  an  ongoing  fund-raising 
effort  to  raise  $350,000.  "The  Favre  Foundation  continues  to  support 
important  work  in  our  community." 


While  on  tour  at  the  Children's  Center,  Deanna  Favre,  left,  observes  how  CCCD's  client  Anne- 
Alysee  Graham  of  Petal  receives  instructions.  Southern  Miss  speech  and  hearing  graduate 
student  Valerie  Holland  assists  the  students  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 


Funds  from  the  campaign  will  modify  building  space  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  to  make  it  appropriate  for  its  special  population  of 
children,  graduate  students,  families  and  trainees.  These  modifications 
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World  War  II  Veteran  Helps 
Others  Fulfill  Dreams  in  Education 

Mississippi  State  Auditor  Phil  Bryant  presented  a  $5,000  con- 
tribution to  The  Elmer  E.  and  Susie  B.  McCoy  Excellence  in 
Education  Scholarship,  an  initiative  he  and  Trustmark  National 
Bank  President  Harry  Walker  created  a  year  ago  at  Southern 
Miss. 

To  honor  the  McCoys,  longtime  teachers  who  earned  their  for- 
mal educational  qualifications  from  the  then-Mississippi  Normal 
College,  now  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  Bryant's 
goal  is  to  raise  $100,000  for  the  endowed  scholarship. 

Bryant  told  how  important  this  gift  was  to  the  donor,  who 
wants  to  continue  the  McCoys'  legacy  in  education  and  help  oth- 
ers to  become  schoolteachers. 

"Mr.  Spence  Dye  of  Jackson  is  retired  from  BellSouth.  He 
wanted  to  be  a  schoolteacher  in  Mississippi,  but  found  out  the 
pay  could  not  support  a  family,"  said  Southern  Miss  alumnus 
Bryant  of  the  World  War  II  donor.  "He  never  forgot  his  desire  to 
help  rural  schoolchildren  across  Mississippi." 

Dye  also  helped  to  raise  another  $10,000,  which  nears  the 
endowed  fund  to  $32,000  said  Bryant. 

The  late  Elmer  McCoy  served  in  the  Mississippi  House  from 
1936-52  and  co-authored  a  bill  in  1944  to  provide  free  text- 
books for  public  school  children.  At  age  96,  Susie  McCoy  still 
resides  in  north  Mississippi.  One  of  their  three  children,  Billy 
McCoy,  serves  as  speaker  of  the  Mississippi  House  of 
Representatives. 

To  support  this  initiative  and  the  education  of  teachers  in 
Mississippi,  please  send  a  check  to  The  USM  Foundation,  118 
College  Drive  #10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001.  Donations 
are  tax  deductible  within  the  limits  of  IRS  regulations.  For  more 
information,  call  601-266-5602. 


ind  Youth  Programs 


will  allow  the  center  to  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  children  it 
serves,  as  well  as  thousands  of  children  who  will  ultimately  be  served 
by  the  graduates  and  practitioners  who  receive  training  at  the  center. 

To  attend  programs  conducted  by  the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center  for 
Gifted  Studies,  disabled  and  disadvantaged  youth  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  apply  for  scholarships  through  the  Friends  for  Gifted 
Education,  a  fund  that  provides  support  for  financially-challenged  stu- 
dents. Programs  include  Saturday  Gifted  Studies,  Leadership  Studies, 
Summer  Gifted  Studies  and  the  Summer  Program  for  Academically 
Talented  Youths. 

"We  are  most  appreciative  of  the  Favres  for  supporting  these  chil- 
dren to  come  to  the  programs,"  said  Dr.  Frances  A.  Karnes,  director 
of  the  Center  for  Gifted  Studies.  "This  would  not  have  being  possible 
without  the  generous  support  of  the  Fourward  Foundation." 

To  make  a  donation  to  the  Children's  Center  for  Communication  and 
Development  or  the  Friends  for  Gifted  Education,  please  send  it  to  The 
USM  Foundation,  118  College  Drive  #10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406- 
0001.  The  USM  Foundation  is  a  nonprofit  501(c)(3)  corporation  that 
serves  as  a  fiduciary  of  private  funds  donated  to  Southern  Miss. 

For  more  information  about  contributing  to  these  programs,  please 
call  601-266-5602. 


NEW  HONOR  CLUB  MEMBERS 

THROUGH  OCTOBER  27,  2004 


PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

JAMES  AND  BETTY  BARR,  Petal,  Mississippi 

KIM  AND  ERIN  BRADLEY/TAYLOR  RENTAL,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

JACK  AND  PATTI  PHILLIPS,  Chelsea,  Alabama 

VICTOR  ROBERTS,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

DR.  JIM  THOMPSON*,  Milton,  Florida 

CORPORATE  ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

AMITE  COUNTY  FARM  BUREAU,  Liberty,  Mississippi 

BELLSOUTH,  Gulfport,  Mississippi 

CINTAS  CORPORATION,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

EASTGROUP/PARKWAY  FOUNDATION,  Jackson,  Mississippi 

BRETT  L.  FAVRE  FOURWARD  FOUNDATION,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

JACKSON,  BOWMAN  &  BLUMENTRITT,  PLLC,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

UNION  PLANTERS  BANK,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

DR.  BRENT  BEVARD,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

THOMAS  M.  BIZZELL,  Pensacola,  Florida 

BEAU  J.  BOUDREAUX,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

TOM  AND  FRAN  ESTES.  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

MR.  AND  MRS.  ROBERT  E.  DONNELL  III*,  Columbia,  Mississippi 

D.  HAROLD  DOTY',  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

DR.  AND  MRS.  PETER  J.  (TORI)  FOS,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

JOHN  AND  JUDITH  HAIK,  Ellisville,  Mississippi 

JAMES  EARL**  AND  SALLY  HERRINGTON.  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

HEATH  AND  ELGEN  HILLMAN,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

ROBERT  T  AND  SANDY  JACKSON.  Hattiesburg.  Mississippi 

JAY  DEAN  AND  MARYANN  KYLE,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

DR.  AND  MRS.  ELLIOTT  (.BONNIE  W)  POOD.  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

DR.  AND  MRS.  THOMAS  G.  PUCKETT.  Hattiesburg,  Missis  1 1 

JANICE  P  THOMPSON.  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

RAE  AND  ANITRA  TURNER.  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

DR.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  C.  WAITES*,  Laurel.  Mississippi 

JAMES  L.  WARREN  llljackson,  Mississ 


•Level  Upgrade 
"Deceased 

The  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club  was  established  in  1JS~  to  recognize  the  giving  lew-Is — Pits 
Circle,  Heritage  Society  and  Associates  lor  Excellence — ol  corporate  and  individi         tors 

Southern  Miss  A  fourth  giving  level,  the  Gallery  of  Benefactors,  was  added  in  2001  in  recogn 
donors  who  have  a  cumulative  giving  record  ot  S 1  million  or  more  For  more  in  member- 

ship, call  601-266-5602  or  visit  www.usm.edu  ount 
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ATTENTION: 

Alumni  Association  members 

with  children  or  grandchildren 

graduating  high  school 


Legacy  Scholars  Program 


The  Legacy  Scholars  Program  is  available  for  eligible  high  school  seniors.  The  five 
awards  are  one-time,  $1,000  scholarships  given  to  the  children  or  grandchildren  of 


uthern  Miss  graduates.  The  scholarship  will  be  awarded  based  on  demonstrated  lead- 
;hip,  academic  performance,  extracurricular  activities  and  community  involvement. 


To  be  eligible,  candidates  must  enroll  full-time  for  the  upcoming  fall  semester.  At  least 
one  parent  or  grandparent  of  the  candidate  must  hold  a  degree  from  the  University 
and  be  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni  Association  for  the  immediate  past  10  years  or 
be  a  Life  Member.  Applications  will  be  considered  for  students  entering  Southern  Miss 
as  freshmen.  Applications  can  be  obtained  at  the  Ogletree  Alumni  House,  the  USM 
Foundation,  or  through  the  University  Admissions  Office  and  must  be  submitted  to 
the  Alumni  Association  office  by  March  15. 


For  more  information  about  the  Legacy  Scholars  Program,  call  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  at  601-266-5013.  Applications  can  be  downloaded  at 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com.  > 


COLLEGE  OF  HEALTH: 

Improving  the  Health  and  Well-being  for  Individuals, 
Families,  Organizations  and  Communities 


Social  Work  Grad  Student  Returns  to  Classroom  after  16-month  Tour  of  Duty 


By  Angela  Curter 


tair 


Hugh  Kelly 


Hugh  Kelly  is  a  Yankee  whose  grandfather  was  stationed  at  Keesler  Air 
Force  Base  in  the  1930s  --  an  area  Kelly's  grandmother  called  full  of 
"liquor,  hookers  and  trouble."  Needless  to  say,  she  wasn't  thrilled  about 
her  grandson  and  his  wife  moving  to  the  Mississippi  Coast  60  years  later. 
"It'll  be  OK,  Grandma,"  Kelly  assured  her  at  the  time.  "I'm  sure  things 
have  changed  by  now."  But  she  still  wasn't  convinced.  Now,  more  than  a 
decade  after  their  move,  Kelly  can  confidently  say  that  moving  to  Biloxi 
was  the  best  decision  they  could  have  made. 

It  all  came  about  when  his  wife  was  first 
recruited  right  out  of  nursing  school.  She  called 
Kelly,  saying  she  had  completed  an  interview 
with  the  Veteran's  Administration,  accepted  a 
position  and  had  even  found  an  apartment  for 
them. 

"What's  our  new  mailing  address?"  Kelly 
asked  her,  thinking  it  would  be  m  Clearwater, 
Fla.,  a  location  they  had  discussed.  She  rattled 
off  the  address,  which  ended  with  the  words 
"Biloxi,  Mississippi,"  Kelly  remembers. 

"I  just  burst  out:  'Mississippi?'  And  when  I 
later  told  my  co-workers,  they  all  said,  'Are  you 
crazy?  Mississippi.'  But  I  can  now  honestly  say  that  we  love  it  here." 

That  was  13  years  ago.  It  was  tough  at  first  for  this  couple  from  upstate 
New  York  to  adapt  to  the  coastal  city  they  now  call  home.  A  couple  of 
years,  they  said  they'd  stay;  now  they  can't  imagine  leaving. 

Well,  except  for  one  16-month  time  period  where  one  of  them  did 
leave:  Hugh  Kelly,  an  Army  National  Guard  member,  was  called  up  -  not 
to  go  home  to  grandma,  but  to  a  foreign  country  full  of  poverty,  danger 
and  cloudy,  dark  water. 
A  Soldier  and  a  Student 

In  January  2002,  Kelly  was  working  on  his  master's  in  social  work  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  when  he  got  a  "warning"  let- 
ter that  the  military  might  need  him.  Within  the  month,  he  was  on  a  plane 
to  Ft.  Stewart,  Ga.,  then  to  Kuwait's  Camp  Virginia,  and  then  to  Camp 
Anaconda  in  Balad,  Iraq.  From  there,  he  went  to  Camp  Ridgeway  in 
Habbariyiah,  where  he  served  six  months  with  the  82nd  Airborne  Division. 
Kelly's  first  impression  going  into  the  war-torn  area  was  of  the  extreme 
poverty.  "It  doesn't  even  register  until  you  are  actually  there  to  see  it.  There 
is  no  social  economic  level  and  they  were  hungry  so  we  threw  our  rations 
to  them,"  he  said,  noting  that  military  authorities  had  told  them  not  to 
throw  food  out  for  safety  reasons. 

"We  then  worked  on  a  steady  effort  to  try  to  help  the  Iraqi  people  gain 
stability  in  their  country  and  help  them  understand  a  healthier  lifestyle." 
Kelly,  who  has  been  in  the  guard  for  the  last  14  years,  said  overall  the 
security  level  was  good  during  his  visit,  but  violence  escalated  when  they 
headed  to  Fallujah.  "We  lost  some  soldiers,"  he  said.  "There  were  roadside 
bombs  and  our  camps  were  being  attacked  on  a  daily  basis.  There's  a 
threat  there,  sure,  but  you  put  forth  your  best  foot  to  help  the  Iraqi  peo- 
ple gain  their  freedom,  which  is  hard  for  them  to  understand;  they  lived 
under  oppression  for  so  long." 

Kelly,  33,  said  he  felt  they'd  accomplished  their  mission.  "I  started  one 


Hugh  Kelly,  left,  has  served  in  the  National  Guard  for  14  years. 


of  the  first  weeks 
going  into  crowds 
and  yelling  Who 
speaks  English?'  to 
find  interpreters," 
he  said.  "That's  the 
best  way  I  knew  to 
find  them.  We'd 
employ  people  this 
way  and  work  hard 
to  teach  them  about 
eight  hours  of 
work,  about  integrity  and  about  responsibility" 

Kelly  also  said  that  the  group  built  schools  to  help  Iraqis  gain  a  good 
sense  of  community  exist  in  a  life  without  fear  and  appreciate  the  gift  of 
freedom.  "We  wanted  to  show  them  a  different  way  to  live,"  he  said.  "As 
engineers,  that's  our  job  -  to  make  their  lives  easier." 

A  Husband  and  a  Father 

Kelly's  job  in  the  Army  National  Guard  is  as  Recon  NCO  with  the  890th 
Engineering  Battalion,  Combat  Heavy.  On  the  Gulf  Coast,  it's  as  a  trainee 
employee  assistance  program  specialist  with  the  Department  of  kabor, 
Gulfport  Job  Corps  (Desi).  Kelly's  job  at  home  in  Biloxi  is  husband  to  Tara. 
33,  and  father  to  Taylor,  6. 

Though  e-mail  was  sometimes  available  for  updates  on  family  events 
back  home,  the  worst  thing  about  Kelly's  tour  was  being  away  from  Tara 
and  Taylor.  "That  was  the  hardest  part,"  he  said.  "I  was  missing  my  fami- 
ly, missing  my  child.  Staying  alive  day  to  day  was  my  job,  and  people  say 
we  soldiers  are  the  heroes,  but  it's  harder  on  the  families,  our  being  away 

"Behind  every  great  soldier  is  a  great  (spouseX  I  personally  came  home 
to  a  financially  secure  and  intact  family  situation,  all  thanks  to  my  wife, 
who  is  simply  the  best  at  holding  it  all  together." 

For  Taylor,  a  self-descnbed  "daddy's  girl,"  the  story  of  a  bad  man  who 
stole  teddy  bears  helped  her  understand  why  her  father  was  away  all  that 
time.  "I  wrote  e-mails  to  my  wife  and  to  Taylor,"  Kelly  said.  "But  before  1 
left,  I  had  told  Taylor  that  Saddam  was  like  a  very  bad  man  who  stole  a  lit- 
tle girl's  teddy  bear  and  we  had  to  go  over  there  and  get  that  teddy  bear 
back,  and  make  sure  he  never  did  it  again.  She  looked  at  me  with  these 
wide  eyes  and  said  Yeah,  Daddy!  You  get  that  teddy  bear  back!" 

Kelly  laughed  at  the  memory  "Taylor  doesn't  like  me  being  away  but  she 
accepts  it.  We  are  honest  with  her  and  she  understands  as  much  as  she  pos- 
sibly can.  She  grasps  the  idea  of  having  to  share  daddy  with  odrer  people, 
but  she  still  doesn't  like  it."  She's  still  not  happy  every  tune  daddy  puts  on 
his  uniform  for  drill,  Kelly  said,  even  though  he's  just  gone  for  more  hours. 

Kelly  has  been  home  about  three  months  now.  and  he's  back  in  school. 
He  plans  to  finish  his  masters  degree  in  social  work,  and  then  work 
toward  a  doctorate  to  work  with  government  policy  His  experience  in  Iraq 
will  come  in  hand\:  "We  went  into  a  hostile  community  with  different  lan- 
guage skills,  and  started  projects  to  help  people  help  themselves,"  he  said. 
"I'll  be  able  to  draw  from  that  experience.  It  certainly  gave  me  a  base  to  go 
on  -  all  those  hurdles  we  had  to  jump." 
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Southern  Miss  Confers 
First  Nursing  Doctorate 

The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  has  granted  the  first  doctor- 
ate in  nursing  to  Deborah  Bilbrew, 
whose  degree  featured  a  nursing  empha- 
sis in  nursing  ethics.  "I  enjoy  the  contact 
with  people  and  helping  them,"  said 
Bilbrew,  52,  who  received  her  degree 
through  the  College  of  Healths  School  of 
Nursing. 

Bilbrew  works  in  the  Office  of  Quality 
Management  at  the  Veterans 
-Administration  Medical  Center  in 
Jackson.  She  has  a  total  of  24  years  in 
the  VA  system,  working  full  time  while 
attending  school  full  time.  She  has 
served  as  most  every  kind  of  nurse  - 
from  a  nursing  supervisor  to  a  head 
nurse  to  staff  nurse  to  research  nurse. 

She  re-entered  school  in  1995  after  14 
years  as  a  military  wife.  "I  wanted  to  be 
the  best  I  could  be;  it's  a  personal  thing. 
I  think  people  can  achieve  whatever  they 
set  their  minds  to,"  said  Billbrew,  who 
received  an  associate's  degree  in  nursing 
from  Hinds  Community  College,  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  sociology  at  Jackson 
State  University,  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
nursing  from  Mississippi  College  and  a 
master's  degree  in  nursing  from 
Southern  Miss. 

"The  quality  of  education  at  Southern 
Miss  is  superb,"  she  said.  "They  have 
that  personal  touch  to  help  give  us  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  subject  for  us 
to  be  an  active  participant  in  classroom 
instruction." 

Bilbrew  credits  Patricia  Kurtz,  her 
instructor  in  her  master's  program,  for 
being  the  most  positive  influence.  "She 
always  taught  us  to  go  do  research  and 
improve  our  body  of  knowledge  in  nurs- 
ing," Billbrew  said.  "Just  apply  yourself. 
Research  for  higher  dreams  encouraged 
me  from  my  bachelor's  to  my  Ph.D." 

Married  for  31  years  to  Mack,  52, 
Bilbrew  and  her  husband  raised  two 
children:  Mack  Jr.,  30,  and  Tikisha,  24, 
who  is  at  Southern  Miss  majoring  in 
kinesiology  therapy. 

Bilbrew's  future  plans  include  doing 
more  research  in  collaboration  with  a 
few  doctors  at  the  medical  center,  work- 
ing with  other  nurses  and  other  profes- 
sionals on  ethical  issues  and  one  day 
teaching.  "I  want  to  shoot  for  the  highest 
dreams,"  she  said,  wanting  to  encourage 
others.  "We  have  to  bring  along  our 
young  because  nursing  is  a  marvelous 
profession.  And  I  personally  feel  we  can 
better  serve  our  profession  with  a  doc- 
torate." 

Others  agree.  "Her  research  was  an 
excellent  example  of  how  nurse  scholars 
can  bridge  the  research-practice  gap," 
said  Anna  Brock,  coordinator  of  gradu- 
ate programs  in  the  School  of  Nursing. 


The  College  of  Health  forms  Dean's  Council 

The  College  of  Health  has  recently  organized  a  volunteer  advisory  board,  formed  by  Dr. 
Peter  Fos,  dean  of  the  college.  The  Dean's  Council  will  function  as  ambassadors  to  promote 
the  colleges  successes,  foster  collaboration  among  the  departments  of  the  college  and  share 
personal  industry  perspectives  and  experiences. 

Inaugural  members  of  the  Dean's  Council  include: 


BRIAN  W.  AMY,  M.D.,  M.H.A.,  M.PH. 
Mississippi  State  Health  Officer 
Jackson,  Miss. 

JOHN  DALALY 

Chairman  and  CEO 

IPC  International,  Inc. 

United  States/England/Mexico/Middle  East 

BEVERLY  DALE,  PH.D.  (B.SV 

MICROBIOLOGY,  1968) 

Senior  Director  of  Business  Development 

Roche  Molecular  Systems 

Los  Altos,  Calif. 

THE  HONORABLE  DIRK  D.  DEDEAUX 

Mississippi  State  Representative 
Perkmston,  Miss. 

DAVID  J.  FINE,  M. HA. 

CEO  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Health  System 

Houston,  Texas 

RON  A.  GRAHAM,  M.D.  (B.S./B.A.,  1965) 
Orange  Grove  Bone  and  Joint  Clinic 
Gulfport,  Miss. 

CARLEN  L.  MCLIN,  DR.P.H. 

Associate  Dean  of  the  Division  of 

Natural  Sciences 

Associate  Professor  of  Public  Health 

Dillard  University 

New  Orleans,  La. 

M.C.  GUILLERMO  STOREY  MONTALVO 

Director,  Sports  Medicine  Institute 
Universidad  Autonoma  De  Yucatan 
Merida,  Yucatan,  Mexico 


WILLIAM  C.  OLIVER,  C.RA. 
President  and  CEO 
Forrest  General  Hospital 
Hattiesburg,  Miss 


FH.FM.A. 


THEDDIS  M.  PEARSON 

(B.S./BIOLOGY,  1990) 

CEO,  TMP  Ventures,  Inc. 

President,  Statewide  Physical  Medicine  Group 

Houston,  Texas 

DENNIS  N.  RANALLI,  B.S.,  D.D.S.,  M.D.S. 

Senior  Associate  Dean  and  Professor  of 

Pediatric  Dentistry 

University  of  Pittsburgh  School  of 

Dental  Medicine 

Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

SUSAN  F.  SILVERTON,  M.D.,  PH.D. 
Vice  President,  Academic 
(Anglophone  Affairs) 
Laurentian  University 
Sudbury,  Ontario,  Canada 

THE  HONORABLE  FLOYD 
CLAYTON  SMITH 

Mississippi  State  Representative 
Brandon,  Miss. 

GREG  STRAHAN,  M.S.H.A.  (B.S./BA.,  1975) 

Vice  President  of  Business 

Development  and  Clinics 

North  Mississippi  Health  Services 

Tupelo,  Miss. 

JAMES  H.  THOMPSON,  PH.D. 
(B.A./MARKETING  MANAGEMENT,  1958) 
Owner  and  CEO,  Healthmark  Corporation 
Milton,  Fla. 

MARTHA  THORNTON  (B.S. /LIBRARY 
SCIENCE,  1980) 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

HUGH  TILSON,  M.D.,  DR.RH. 

Senior  Advisor  to  the  Dean 

School  of  Public  Health 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina 


Medical  Technology  Faculty  Receive  National  Society  Award 

Members  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  Medical  Technology  faculty 
received  the  Theriot  Award  for  "Development  of  Significant  Materials  in  Media  and 
Equipment"  at  the  recent  American  Society  for  Clinical  Laboratory  Science's  annual  meet- 
ing in  California  for  their  book  "Principles  of  Clinical  Laboratory  Management:  A  Study 
Guide  and  Workbook." 

Dr.  Jane  Hudson  served  as  senior  editor  and  David  Thrash,  Paula  Holland  and  Beth 
White  served  as  editors  of  the  book. 

"Chapters  in  the  book  were  written  by  20  authors,  some  who  are  teaching  technologists 
at  our  clinical  affiliated  hospitals  and  on  campus,"  Hudson  said.  "The  other  editors  and  I 
are  very  excited  to  have  our  work  recognized  by  the  national  organization  and  the  profes- 
sion. This  award  brings  national  recognition  to  the  campus  and  clinical  faculty  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  outstanding  Medical  Technology  Department." 

The  Theriot  Award  recognizes  and  encourages  the  development  of  significant  materials 
in  the  areas  of  media  and  equipment.  Judging  criteria  include  creativity  (originality,  graph- 
ics-visuals, goal  achievement);  scientific  merit  (benefit  to  profession;  relevance  to  current 
laboratory  medicine,  ASCLS  body  of  knowledge  or  scope  of  practice;  accuracy;  references); 
professional  quality  of  project  (interest  level,  ease  of  use,  appearance  of  project)  and  under- 
standing of  selected  media  (technology  and  availability). 

Recipients  received  a  plaque  at  the  annual  ASCLS  meeting  and  winning  entries  were 
posted  in  the  ASCLS  exhibits  booth. 
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Distinguished  Lecturer  Series  Named  for  Fine 


David  J.  Fine  has  been  chosen  to  kick  off  the  February  Spring 
Lecturer  Series  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  College 
of  Health.  The  series  has  been  subsequently  named  The  David  J. 
Fine  Distinguished  Lecturer  Series  in  the  College  of  Health. 

Currently  the  chief  executive  officer  of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal 
Health  System  in  Texas,  Fine  was  recently  was  named  by  "Modern 
Healthcare"  as  one  of  the  "100  Most  Powerful  People  in 
Healthcare."  The  result  places  him  on  a  list  that  includes  the  pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  six  senators,  four  representatives,  four 
Cabinet  members  and  three  heads  of  federal  agencies. 

Fine  is  scheduled  to  speak  3:30  p.m.,  Monday,  Feb.  21,  at  the 
Shelby  Freland  Thames  Polymer  Science  Research  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  The  title  of  Fine's  lecture  is  "Evolution  and 
Revolution  in  Education  for  Health  Care  Administration." 

Fine  recently  joined  St.  Luke's  from  the  University  of  Alabama  at 
Birmingham  Health  System  and  has  more  than  20  years  of  experi- 
ence as  the  CEO  of  medical  school  teaching  hospitals  in  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  Ohio  and  West  Virginia. 

"Modern  Healthcare's"  third  annual  "100  Most  Powerful"  list  is 
based  on  some  9,600  nominations,  with  voters  asked  to  designate 
health  care  professionals  who  best  demonstrate  that  they  have  the 
power  to  influence  the  health  care  delivery  system.  David  Brailer, 
the  physician-economist  recently  appointed  the  nations  health  care 
IT  czar,  was  the  individual  ranked  "most  powerful  in  healthcare." 


Fine's  academic  background  extends  beyond  administration.  He  has 
been  a  tenured  professor  in  health  care  administration,  public  health 
and  pharmacy  at  the  University  of  Alabama  at  Birmingham,  Tulane 
University,  University  of  Cincinnati  and  West  Virginia  University.  In 
2001,  he  was  one  of  three  recipients  of  the  Amencan  College  of 
Healthcare  Executives  Health  Management  Research  Award  and  in 
1985  he  received  the  prestigious  Robert  S.  Hudgens  Memonal  Award, 
which  recognized  the  "Young  Hospital  Administrator  of  the  Year"  by 
the  American  College  of  Hospital  Administrators  (now  known  as  the 
American  College  of  Healthcare  Executives). 

A  Flushing,  NY.,  native  who  holds  a  bachelor  of  arts  from  Tufts 
University  in  economics  and  sociology  and  a  master  of  hospital 
administration  from  the  University  of  Minnesota  School  of  Public 
Health,  Fine  was  appointed  CEO  of  the  University  of  Alabama  at 
Birmingham  Health  System  in  1999.  It  managed  publicly  and  pri- 
vately owned  health  care  delivery  assets,  comprising  some  S2  bil- 
lion in  net  patient  revenues  and  10,000  employees,  including  The 
Kirklin  Clime,  Callahan  Hospital,  University  of  Alabama  Hospital, 
Bessemer  Carraway  Medical  Center,  Baptist  Health  (Montgomery), 
Mary  Lewis  Convalescent  Center,  Viva  Health  HMO  and  the  pro- 
fessional fee  billing  office  of  an  800-member  medical  group.  A 
joint  operating  agreement  joining  The  Children's  Hospital  and 
Health  System  of  Alabama  with  UABHS  began  in  2003. 


Kentucky  Couple  Gets  Help  for  Daughter  from  Southern  Miss'  Dubard  School 


Brenda  Goza,  left,  a  speech-language  pathologist  at  the 
DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders,  works  with  Erin 
Gambert  7,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  using  the  Association  Method. 


Because  of  its  suc- 
cess in  the  treatment 
of  children  with  lan- 
guage disorders,  the 
DuBard  School  for 
Language  Disorders  at 
The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 
has  made  a  name  for 
itself.  That  successful 
reputation  led  a 
Louisville,  Ky,  couple 
to  bring  their  child  to  Hattiesburg  for  help  at  the  school. 

Paul  and  Christa  Gambert's  search  for  information  about  apraxia— 
an  oral  motor  speech-language  disorder  affecting  their  daughter  Erin, 
7~on  the  Internet  resulted  in  findings  with  references  to  the  Dubard 
School.  They  decided  to  find  out  about  the  school  for  themselves. 

"I  was  cautiously  optimistic,"  Christa  Gambert  said.  "I  knew  that 
the  program  here  was  wonderful,  but  wasn't  sure  she  (Erin)  was  capa- 
ble (of  benefiting)." 

The  Gamberts  brought  Erin  to  Hattiesburg  this  summer,  where  she 
received  treatment  and  services  from  the  staff  incorporating  the  pop- 
ular Association  Method,  developed  at  the  DuBard  School. 
The  Association  Method  is  a  phonetic,  multisensory  teaching-learn- 


ing strategy  designed  for  language-deficient  children.  The  method  has 
been  modified  and  expanded  by  the  school's  staff  during  the  approx- 
imately 40-year  existence  of  the  DuBard  School. 

Christa  Gambert  said  Erin  didn't  display  the  kind  of  communica- 
tion typical  of  small  children  and  exhibited  other  warning  signs  of  a 
problem.  "She  was  a  quiet  baby,"  Christa  Gambert  said.  "She  would 
make  some  sounds,  but  not  the  kind  typical  for  a  baby.  Her  walking 
was  somewhat  delayed.  Around  age  2,  she  could  say  'Mama,'  but  not 
many  more  meaningful  words." 

Brenda  Goza,  a  speech-language  pathologist  who  worked  with  Erin 
this  summer,  said  she's  seen  improvement  in  her  client  since  using  the 
method  for  her  treatment.  "We've  seen  a  great  deal  of  progress  over 
the  short  period  of  time  she's  received  treatment  and  (considering^  the 
intensity  of  the  problem,"  Goza  said,  adding  that  the  Gamberts'  sup- 
port had  been  a  major  component  of  the  successful  treatment. 

The  Gamberts  hope  to  persuade  officials  in  Erin's  home  school  dis- 
trict in  Louisville  to  implement  the  Association  Method  in  their  cur- 
riculum for  students  with  disabilities  like  apraxia.  "If  we  get  this  going 
for  Erin  (in  her  schooD,  it  will  benefit  other  kids,"  Paul  Gambert  said. 

After  tiding  other  senices  for  their  daughter,  the  Gamberts  agree 
that  coming  to  Hattiesburg  to  get  help  For  Erin  at  the  Dubard  School 
was  the  right  choice. 

"Its  not  just  the  (Association^  method  that  makes  DuBard  success- 
ful, but  the  wonderful  people  who  work  here,"  Paul  Gambert  said. 
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Alumnus  Loves  Being  A  Judge 


By  Jim  Coll  '99 

While  a  person  may  not  be  able  to  find  a 
course  on  drafting  legal  opinions  in  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
undergraduate  bulletin,  he  or  she  would  be  wrong  to 
assume  that  important  legal  opinions,  especially 
those  crafted  in  Mississippi,  are  absent  the  universi- 
ty's influence. 

Just  ask  Judge  David  Ishee 
'85,  who  navigated  his  way 
through  Southern  Miss  as  a  his- 
tory major  with  a  minor  in 
English.  Today,  the  newest  judge 
on  the  Mississippi  Court  of 
Appeals  credits  his  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  education 
for  providing  him  with  many  of 
the  tools  required  of  a  successful 
jurist. 

"The   English   courses   were 

particularly  important   to   me," 

Judge  Ishee  said.  "It  gave  me  the 

reading  and  writing  background 

I  needed." 

At  40  years  old  when  he  took  his  seat  on  the  Court 

of  Appeals,  Judge  Ishee,  now  41,  is  not  only  the 

newest  judge  on  the  Court  of  Appeals,  an  appellate 

court   that   is   assigned   cases   by   the    Mississippi 

Supreme  Court,  but  he  is  also  the  youngest.  While 

Judge  Ishee  represents  what  was  Mississippi's  Fifth 

Congressional  District  prior  to  the  last  U.S.  Census, 

his  opinions  impact  law  statewide. 

"It's  a  chance  to  shape  Mississippi  law,"  Judge 
Ishee  said.  "It  is  very  exciting;  there  is  never  a  dull 
moment.  There  are  areas  of  the  law  that  I  did  not 
practice  as  an  attorney,  and  I  am  still  learning.  That 
is  fascinating  to  me." 

Judge  Ishee  says  he  pursued  a  legal  career  because 
he  saw  the  field  as  a  way  to  help  all  Mississippians. 
"I  was  contemplating  a  career  in  education,"  Judge 
Ishee  said.  "But,  along  the  line  I  changed  my  mind. 
My  older  brother  was  an  attorney  and  I  decided  to 
try  law  school.  I  had  always  had  an  interest  in  pub- 
lic service,  and  I  think  that  had  something  to  do  with 
my  attraction  to  law." 


Not  only  did  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  provide  Judge  Ishee's  career  with  a  sta- 
ble foundation,  but  as  a  young  undergraduate  stu- 
dent, Judge  Ishee  also  met  his  wife  Linda  Lang 
Ishee  '84  -  their  first  date  was  a  Homecoming  foot- 
ball game.  The  couple  is  still  actively  involved  in 
Southern  Miss  activities  -  they  hold  football  sea- 
son tickets  and  attend  a  number  of  basketball 
games.  Additionally,  Linda  Lang  Ishee  serves  as  the 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association's  Gulf  Coast 
Metro  Chapter.  And,  their  daughter,  12-year-old 
Lauren,  is  already  talking  about  becoming  a 
Golden  Eagle,  Judge  Ishee  says. 

Following  graduation  from  USM,  Judge  Ishee 
earned  his  law  degree  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  and  began  a  new  career.  He  spent  13 
years  in  private  practice  with  his  father-in-law, 
Elmo  Lang,  in  Pascagoula  and  two  years  with  the 
firm  of  Franke,  Rainey  &  Salloum,  PLLC  in 
Gulfport.  Four  years  into  this  new  endeavor,  he 
became  the  youngest  municipal  judge  in  the  state, 
at  29,  in  Pascagoula.  Along  the  way  to  his  current 
post,  he  has  also  served  as  youth  court  judge  pro 
tern  for  Jackson  County  and  most  recently,  five 
years  as  municipal  judge  in  Gulfport.  Judge  Ishee 
was  the  senior  municipal  judge  in  Gulfport  before 
his  appointment  to  the  Court  of  Appeals.  He  is  the 
former  president  of  the  Jackson  County  Young 
Lawyers  Division  and  of  the  Jackson  County  Bar 


Judge  David  Ishee  received  the  oath  of  office  from  Mississippi 
Court  of  Appeals  Chief  Judge  Leslie  King. 
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GOVERNMENT 


At  Judge  Ishee's  oath  of  office  ceremony,  the  jurist  was  flanked  by,  from  left, 
Mississippi  Governor  Haley  Barbour,  Court  of  Appeals  Chief  Judge  Leslie  King,  Judge 
Ishee's  wife,  Linda  Lang  Ishee,  and  the  couple's  daughter,  Lauren. 

Association.  He  served  for  two  years  as  adjunct  professor  at 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College. 

"The  idea  that  I  wanted  to  become  a  judge  came  to  me  early  on," 
Judge  Ishee  said.  "I  had  been  practicing  law  for  a  little  over  four 
years,  and  I  liked  being  a  lawyer.  But,  I  love  being  a  judge.  I  feel  like 


I  am  better  able  to  serve  people  that  way.  I'm  not  just  advocating  a 
position  for  my  client." 

Mississippi  Governor  Haley  Barbour  appointed  Judge  Ishee  to  the 
position  in  early  September  2004.  In  his  new  seat  on  the  bench,  the 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  replaced  another  former  Golden  Eagle, 
Judge  James  Thomas,  who  died  July  4,  2004.  Judge  Thomas,  who 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  earned  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  history  and  political  science  from  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  1971. 

Judge  Ishee  received  the  call  from  Governor  Barbour  while  Barbour 
was  in  New  York  attending  the  Republican  National  Convention. 

"It  was  an  exciting  moment,"  Judge  Ishee  said.  "I  knew  that  it  had 
been  narrowed  down  to  two  or  three  choices  at  the  time,  and  1  was 
flattered  that  the  governor  and  the  committee  members  had  that 
much  confidence  in  me." 

Later  that  month,  Judge  Ishee  took  the  oath  of  office.  He  believes 
that  as  a  member  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  he  is  better  able  to  serve 
the  people  of  Mississippi. 

"The  Court  of  Appeals  exists  for  one  reason  -  to  make  sure  even- 
man,  woman  or  child  regardless  of  race,  creed  or  color,  can  walk  into 
any  court  in  Mississippi  and  receive  a  fair  trial,"  Judge  Ishee  said. 
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Greatest  Pe 


By  Christopher  Mapp  '98,  '00 


rmers 


When  you're  on  a  mountaintop,  the  spectacular  view  often 
obscures  the  path  that  got  you  there.  But  without  the  path, 
worn  by  determination  and  littered,  as  always,  with  at  least 
a  little  luck,  there  would  be  no  view  to  behold. 

Dr.  Jay  Dean,  despite  taking  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Symphony  Orchestra  to  the  highest  professional  peaks,  has  not  lost 
sight  of  the  path. 

Less  than  20  years  ago,  when  the  conductor  from  Manchester,  Ga., 
first  amved  in  Hattiesburg,  the  symphony  was  much  smaller  and 
played  sporadically,  often  to  half-empty  halls  -  at  no  charge. 

On  Apnl  2,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  in  association 
with  the  Beau  Rivage  Casino  in  Biloxi,  will  present  "The  Concert  Event 
of  a  Lifetime,"  as  it  is  being  billed,  starring  the  most  famous  tenor  in  the 
world,  Placido  Domingo. 

The  transformation  is  hard  to  justify  with  words.  It  is  not,  however, 
lost  on  Dean. 

"When  you  talk  about  raising  the  bar  here,  I  wouldn't  say  we  raised 
it.  I  don't  know  if  that's  dramatic  enough.  I  think  we  created  the  bar," 
Dean  says. 


To  understand  how  the  Symphony  Orchestra  went  from  playing  free 
concerts  to  becoming  one  of  the  nation's  premier  symphonies,  playing 
to  sold-out  audiences  and  commanding  the  highest  ticket  prices  in  the 
state,  you  must  first  understand  Dean,  the  driving  force  behind  it. 

A  tireless  promoter  of  Southern  Miss  and  the  community  that  fosters 
it,  Dean  is  the  embodiment  of  the  "little  engine  who  could,"  or  in  this 
case,  "the  little  conductor  who  could." 

To  Dean,  the  word  "no"  is  -  to  paraphrase  Winston  Churchill  - 
"something  up  with  which  he  will  not  put." 

When  Dean  first  started  entertaining  the  idea  of  bringing  the  world's 
leading  violinist,  Itzhak  Perlman,  to  Southern  Miss,  few  considered  it 
anything  more  than  mere  musing,  a  conductor's  wishful  folly.  After  all, 
Perlman,  who  is  based  in  New  York,  is  one  of  the  most  sought-after 
instrumentalists  of  all  time. 

"When  I  started  that  whole  process,"  Dean  says,  "everyone  laughed 
at  me,  both  here  and  in  New  York." 

As  you  might  expect,  the  response  Dean  got  when  he  approached 
Perlman's  people  was  one  of  polite  disregard. 
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"No  one  thought  that  an  orchestra  in  Mississippi  had  the  wherewith- 
al to  bring  in  an  artist  that  big.  The  answer  from  New  York  was  just  'No, 
no,  no.'  Our  track  record  was  such  that,  at  that  time,  we'd  never  done 
anything  that  big." 

Dispirited  but  undeterred,  Dean  refused  to  accept  "no"  for  an  answer. 
He  kept  "pestering  them,"  sending  information  about  the  symphony  at 
Southern  Miss,  where  up  to  that  point,  the  most  famous  artist  it  had 
worked  with  was  former  "Tonight  Show"  trumpeter  "Doc"  Severinson. 

Dean  knew  getting  Perlman  to  agree  to  a  concert  was  a  long  shot. 
One  brilliantly  played  move  proved  fateful,  however. 

"1  specifically  requested  that  before  he  could  turn  us  down,  he  must 
at  least  listen  to  the  CDs  I  sent  him." 

Several  months  went  by,  the  phones  silent,  the  dream  still  just  noth- 
ing more  than  that. 

Finally,  Dean  got  his  wish.  Apparently,  Perlman  had  heard  something 
he  liked. 

"Getting  him  was  critical  for  us,"  Dean  says.  "That  gave  us  a  credibil- 
ity we  had  not  had  before  and  made  things  a  little  easier  after  that." 

Although  Dean  was  able  to  change  Perlmans  mind  about  his  sym- 
phony, there  were  other  misperceptions.  At  a  meeting  in  Texas  several 
months  before  Perlman  first  appeared  at  Southern  Miss  in  1996,  Dean 
introduced  himself  to  the  famed  violinist. 

"I  told  him  who  I  was,  and  he  said,  "Oh,  yes.  I  remember 
now. .  .Mississippi.  Why  did  I  agree  to  that?  But  he  came  here  and  had 
a  great  experience.  He  even  wrote  us  a  letter,  complimenting  us  on  our 
level  of  professionalism." 

The  experience  led  to  another  joint  performance  in  2001,  and  Dean 
says  it  won't  be  the  last  collaboration  between  Perlman  and  Southern 
Miss.  "We're  already  talking  about  a  third  time,"  he  says. 

Naturally,  getting  Perlman  opened  other  doors. 

In  1998,  the  Southern  Miss  orchestra  had  the  honor  of  playing  with 
one  of  the  greatest  American  musical  legends,  the  late  Ray  Charles. 

Although  it  was  "like  a  dream,"  senior  percussionist  John  Purser  of 
New  Orleans  remembers  the  experience  well.  It  was  his  first  semester 
at  Southern  Miss,  and  he  was  asked  to  perform  alongside  Charles  in 
concert. 

"He  had  to  walk  right  by  where  I  was  standing  to  get  on  stage,  and  I 
couldn't  believe  it  was  happening.  I  knew  it  would  be  an  experience  like 
no  other.  You  can't  imagine  what  it  felt  like,"  Purser  said. 

With  a  hot  hand  that  would  make  a  Vegas  veteran  jealous,  Dean  kept 
rolling  the  dice  and  coming  up  a  winner. 

In  1999,  Dean  landed  the  most  widely  known  cellist  in  the  world, 
Yo-Yo  Ma. 

There  was  Jean  Pierre  Rampal,  the  premier  French  flutist;  Denyce 
Graves,  the  leading  Carmen  in  the  world  today. 

This  year,  the  Symphony  Orchestra  opened  its  2004-05  season  with 
Sir  James  Galway  whom  Dean  calls  "the  world's  greatest  flutist,"  and 
Galway's  wife,  also  an  accomplished  flutist. 

"When  you  look  at  the  artists  who've  performed  with  us,  they  are  the 
same  names  you  see  performing  at  the  Met  (m  New  York)  or  with  the 
London  Philharmonic  Orchestra.  There  are  no  bigger  names  on  the 
planet,"  Dean  says. 

Except,  maybe  one.  And  it's  no  surprise  that  Dean  set  his  mind  about 
getting  him,  too. 

A  native  of  Spain,  Placido  Domingo  is  known  the  world  over.  Even 
people  who've  never  heard  a  note  of  opera  usually  recognize  the  name. 
He  has  sung  in  every  major  opera  house  in  the  world  and  has  made 
more  than  100  recordings  -  97  of  which  are  full-length  operas  -  often 
recording  the  same  role  more  than  once.  He  has  won  almost  a  dozen 
Grammys,  including  two  Grammys  in  the  newly  created  Latin  Division. 

Domingo  has  made  more  than  50  videos  and  three  theatrically 
released  films,  Zeffirelli's  "La  Traviata,"  "Otello,"  and  Rosi's  "Carmen." 
One  billion  people  in  117  different  countries  watched  his  telecast  of 
"Tosca"  from  the  authentic  settings  in  Rome. 

The  tenor  reached  the  pinnacle  of  fame  when  he  teamed  with  two  fel- 
low world-renowned  tenors,  Jose  Carreras  and  Luciano  Pavarotti,  on 


July  7,  1990  in  Rome,  and  a  phenomenon  known  as  "The  Three 
Tenors"  was  born. 

"Domingo  adds  another  level  of  prestige  to  our  orchestra  program 
and  to  the  credibility  we  are  constantly  building  with  each  passing  sea- 
son. It  gets  no  bigger  or  better  than  this,"  Dean  says. 

So,  just  how  prestigious  is  Domingo's  collaboration  with  Southern 
Miss?  The  school's  coup  can't  be  overstated.  To  put  it  in  perspective, 
consider  this:  Domingo's  Web  site  lists  six  cities  in  the  United  States  - 
only  six  -  that  the  Spanish  crooner  will  perform  in  this  year  One  of 
those  cities  is  in  soutb  Mississippi. 

For  recruiting  purposes,  Southern  Miss'  music  program  couldn't  ask 
for  more. 

Purser  said,  "As  a  student,  working  with  famous  musicians  like  the 
ones  we've  had  the  opportunity  to  work  with  gives  me  so  much  faith  in 
the  program  here  at  USM. 

"But  I  always  knew  that  I  was  part  of  something  special  when  I 
joined.  You  could  tell  Dr.  Dean  was  going  to  take  the  symphony  to  new- 
heights  because  he  had  such  a  passion  (for  the  music)." 

Dean  says  the  value  of  these  types  of  musical  partnerships  for  stu- 
dents is  "immeasurable." 

"Members  of  our  orchestra  have  rare  opportunities  that  many  musi- 
cians around  the  world  never  get.  Most  musicians  will  never  get  to  say 
they've  played  with  Placido  Domingo. 

"Students  in  the  best  music  schools  in  the  world  might  get  to  do  mas- 
ter's classes  with  names  like  these,  but  few  rarely  have  the  opportunity 
to  perform  in  concert  with  them.  For  students,  this  can  be  a  life-chang- 
ing expenence." 

The  students  aren't  the  only  beneficianes. 

Concert-goers  at  Southern  Miss  over  the  last  couple  of  decades  have 
been  treated  to  a  steady  fare  of  musical  delicacies  covering  all  musical 
boundaries. 

This  season  alone,  sandwiched  by  performances  from  Galway  and 
Domingo,  the  Southern  Miss  symphony  season  included  a  concert  fea- 
turing USM  faculty  members  Lois  Levanthal,  piano,  and  Richard  Pern; 
tuba,  in  a  program  called  "Twice  as  Grand,"  a  Christmas  holiday  spec- 
tacular at  the  Saenger  Theater  in  downtown  Hattiesburg  and  the 
William  T  Gower  Awards  concert  (named  after  Dean's  predecessor)  on 
Jan.  27.  Still  to  come  are  "A  Royal  Romance"  concert  on  Valentines  Day. 
featuring  The  King's  Violins,  Carlisle  Floyd's  opera  "Susannah"  in  a  50th 
anniversary  celebration  production  Feb.  23,  26  and  27  and  an  evening 
of  "Organ  and  Choral  Masterworks"  on  May  5,  featuring  Jackson  Borges 
on  organ. 

While  Dean  has  been  the  central  figure  in  the  symphony's  rise  to 
international  prominence  over  the  last  dozen  years,  he  credits  two  oth- 
ers in  particular,  former  University  President  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  and 
current  President  Dr.  Shelby  Thames,  for  understanding,  sharing  and 
encouraging  his  musical  vision. 

"I  credit  Dr.  Lucas  for  helping  us  take  that  first  step  (with  Perlman"1. 
If  it  was  not  for  his  support,  belief  and  passion,  we  would  not  be  where 
we  are  today. 


"And  Dr.  Thames  also  understands  the  quality  of  what  we  do  and  its 
importance.  It's  because  of  him  that  the  orchestra  program  has  been 
able  to  take  some  new  steps  in  professionalism  and  outreach.  The  sup- 
port from  the  presidents  office  and  the  belief  in  what  we're  trying  to 
achieve  is  critical  to  our  future." 

The  irony  of  Dean's  success  is  that  he  is  now  pressured  to  maintain 
and  even  exceed  it.  But  how  do  you  keep  topping  yourself  when  you've 
already  landed  four  of  the  world's  most  famous  musicians  in  a  span  of 
less  than  10  years? 

"There  is  some  concern  about  what  to  do  next,"  Dean  says,  half-jokmgly 

Never  one  to  rest  on  his  laurels,  Dean  is  already  plotting  future 
coups,  in  arenas  that  may  surprise  some. 

Without  showing  his  hand,  Dean  says,  "We're  going  to  venture  into 
more  popular  artists,  and  maybe  do  some  more  coliseum  shows.  Right 
now,  we're  just  very  focused  on  Mr.  Domingo  and  making  sure  our  first 
experience  with  the  Beau  Rivage  goes  well.  If  it  does,  which  we  expect 
it  will,  we  might  pursue  other  things  with  them." 

As  he's  shown  time  and  time  again,  once  Dean  gets  an  idea  in  his 
mind,  he  stays  with  it  until  it  is  realized.  But  that  doesn't  mean  he  can't 


see  the  forest  for  the  trees.  Dean  understands  how  the  orchestra  -  and 
the  music  program  altogether  —  fits  into  the  overall  quality  of  life  in 
both  Hattiesburg  and  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

"As  we  become  more  prominent  on  an  international  level,  our  rep- 
utation is  growing.  I  think  we  are  an  important  part  of  what  makes  this 
community  so  attractive;  and  furthermore,  the  work  we  do  is  impor- 
tant for  improving  the  national  reputation  of  Mississippi. 

"It  is  important  to  the  quality  of  life  in  Hattiesburg,  and  it  is  impor- 
tant to  the  distinction  of  this  university.  One  of  the  things  Southern 
Miss  has  always  been  known  for  is  its  music  program  and  music  edu- 
cation. It's  been  a  part  of  our  fabric  since  our  beginning,"  Dean  says. 

On  a  community  level,  the  Southern  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra  is 
important,  Dean  says,  because  when  people  look  to  cities  in  which  to 
retire,  relocate  or  study,  they  look  at  places  that  have  wonderful  cul- 
tural offerings. 

"When  this  institution  can  say  that  it  has  world  class  orchestral 
events,  that  gets  people's  attention,"  he  says. 

"The  musicians  we  have  performed  with  get  more  offers  than  they 
can  handle;  they  don't  just  play  with  anyone.  But  our  reputation  and 
our  quality  make  us  attractive.  They  continue  coming  here,  and  when 
they  leave,  their  perception  of  Mississippi  is  often  very  different  than 
what  it  was  before  they  came.  Each  one  has  had  a  positive  experience 
here." 

Dean  says  that  if  he's  been  able  to  bring  anything  to  Southern  Miss 
and  its  orchestra,  it  is  the  desire  to  "do  more  than  has  ever  been  done 
before,  and  the  realization  that  the  unattainable  is  possible." 

"You  have  to  remember,  when  I  first  talked  about  bringing  Itzhak 
Perlman  here,  people  laughed  at  me." 

After  Dean  conducts  the  world's  greatest  tenor  later  this  spring  and  the 
curtain  falls  on  the  biggest  musical  event  in  Southern  Miss  history,  don't 
be  the  least  bit  surpnsed  if  you  hear  giggles  coming  from  the  conductor's 
stand.  That  would  be  the  sound  of  someone  getting  the  last  laugh. 
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HOW  DO  YOU  BOOK  THE  BEST? 

REFUSE  TO  TAKE  "NO,"  FOR  AN  ANSWER 

By  Christopher  Mapp  '98,  '00 

So,  exactly  how  do  you  go  about  booking  one  of  the  most  recognized  singers  in  the  world?  When 
you're  dealing  with  the  Michael  Jordan  of  the  music  world  (or  is  Michael  Jordan  the  Placido  Domingo 
of  the  basketball  world?),  it's  not  as  simple  as  a  routine  phone  call. 

When  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Symphony  Orchestra  hosts  Placido  Domingo  on 
April  2  at  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Coliseum  in  Biloxi,  it  will  culminate  seven  years  of  planning, 
prodding,  and  sometimes  --  as  conductor  Dr.  Jay  Dean  will  admit  -  pleading. 

Without  a  doubt,  Dean's  bid  to  bring  Domingo  to  Southern  Miss  has  been  a  long  and  winding 
road.  With  1 1  Grammy  awards  to  his  credit,  Domingo  is  one  of  the  most  heralded  tenors  in  history, 
and  his  touring  schedule  would  make  even  Lance  Armstrong  wince. 

For  the  last  45  years,  since  he  was  16  years  old,  Domingo  has  never  stopped  performing  and  trav- 
eling. He  has  performed  in  ever  major  opera  house  in  the  world  and  has  produced  more  than  100 
recordings 

Its  little  wonder  friends  of  the  pugnacious  conductor  giggled  politely  when  he  first  mentioned  his 
intention  of  bringing  Domingo  to  south  Mississippi,  not  usually  considered  an  operatic  hot-bed. 

Dean  said:  "I  started  working  on  bringing  him  to  Mississippi  back  in  1998,  so  by  the  time  he 
comes  we  will  have  been  working  on  it  for  seven  years.  For  at  least  four  of  the  years,  the  response 
was  basically,  'No.'" 

The  idea  first  came  to  Dean  when  he  was  working  with  the  Majesty  of  Spain  exhibition  in  Jackson 
in  the  '90s. 

"I  thought,  'Who's  the  biggest  performer  from  Spain  we  could  bring  in?'  and  the  answer,  of  course, 
was  Placido  Domingo,  who's  from  Madrid.  He's  the  number  one  performer  in  the  world,  period." 
Dean  said. 

"We  wanted  to  bring  him  then,  but  the  answer  then  was,  'No,  no,  no.'  When  the  Majesty  of  Spam 
exhibit  came  and  went,  I  thought  'there  went  our  opportunity'" 

Although  the  "stars  weren't  aligned  at  that  point,"  Dean  said  he  was  not  about  to  give  up  so  easily. 

Because  he'd  had  success  landing  other  celebrity  performers,  such  as  violinist  Itzhak  Perlman  and 
cellist  Yo-Yo  Ma,  Dean  assumed  with  the  proper  persuasion,  he  could  convince  Domingo's  agent  to 
book  his  superstar  client  with  Southern  Miss.  But  as  Dean  knew  full  well,  the  mere  dropping  of 
names  would  do  no  good  where  Domingo  was  concerned:  comparing  the  world's  most  famous  tenor 
to  the  aforementioned  luminaries  is  like  comparing  apples  to  octaves. 

"In  Domingo's  world,  all  these  other  performers,  Yo-Yo  Ma  and  Perlman,  while  they  are  great  and 
he  has  ample  respect  for  them,  they  are  minor  players,"  Dean  said. 

Undaunted,  Dean  flew  to  New  York  City.  Turning  on  his  Southern  charm.  Dean  met  with 
Domingo's  agent,  and  the  two  soon  discovered  they  had  mutual  friends  in  the  business.  About  two 
hours  after  the  meeting,  Dean  got  the  phone  call 
he'd  been  dreaming  of.  "His  agent  called  and  said 


he  had  a  few  dates  available." 

With  Domingo  on  board,  Dean  had  to  secure 
a  sponsorship,  which  took  another  six  months. 


"We  approached  the  Beau  Rivage  because  we  felt 
they  would  be  an  able  partner  in  producing  such 
a  world-class  event.  Also  we  wanted  to  present 
this  concert  in  a  large  venue,  so  more  people 
would  have  a  chance  to  see  this  wonderful  per- 
former," Dean  said. 

The  goals  of  the  event  are  two-fold,  according 
to  Dean.  In  addition  to  presenting  a  world-class 
musical  experience,  Southern  Miss  hopes  to  create  another  endowment  for  the  Foundation. 

"If  we  sell  out  (the  concert),  we  will  raise  a  substantial  amount  of  money  to  create  a  new 
endowment  that  will  be  from  the  Beau  Rivage.  That  money  would  be  used  for  scholarships  and 
other  musical  necessities,"  he  said. 

Ticket  sales  for  the  Domingo  concert  have  been  brisk,  and  Dean  expects  things  to  heat  up 
even  more  as  the  event  gets  closer.  Marketed  heavily  from  Texas  to  Florida,  the  event  will  also 
draw  opera  lovers  from  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Dean  said  he  knows  of  patrons  who  will  be  flying  in  from  as  far  away  as  Las  Vegas  and  New 
Mexico.  "We'll  have  people  from  at  least  10  different  states  attending  this  event.  We're  the  only 
university  in  the  world  producing  something  like  this.  Its  the  concert  event  of  a  lifetime." 
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Southern  Miss'  Baseball  Success  is 

HOMEGROWN 


By  Jim  Coll  '99 


r 


r 


j 


A 


s  prep  baseball  standouts,  Patrick  Ezell,  a  Petal  High 
School  pitcher,  and  Marc  Maddox,  a  feared  hitter  for 
the  rival  Oak  Grove  Warriors,   faced  each  other 
numerous  times  each  season.  On  some  occasions, 
Ezell's  Panthers  got  the  upper  hand.  Other  times, 
it  was  Maddoxs  Warriors  who  came  away  with 
the  win.  Neither  will  say,  however,  who  got 
the  better  of  whom  when  Ezell  the  pitcher 
met  Maddox  the  hitter. 

Their  silence  could  be  the  result  of 
a  couple  of  reasons.  Those  meet- 
ings probably  seem  like  they 
occurred   long   ago.   Today 
both       are        successful 
Division  I  baseball  play- 
ers, and  both  have  wit- 
nessed numerous  strike- 
outs   and   home    runs 
since  their  high  school 
days.  More  likely,  how- 
ever,   both    are    just 
being  polite.  After  all, 
they   are    teammates 
and   friends   at   The 
University  of 

Southern  Mississippi. 
As  Golden  Eagles, 
their  situation  is  not 
unusual,       and       is 
increasingly  becoming 
more   common.   Ezell 
and  Maddox  are  two  of 
a  host  of  Southern  Miss 
standouts  from  the  Pine 
Belt   area   who    compose 
nearly    one-third    of    the 
Golden  Eagle  baseball  roster. 
In    fact,    when   taking   into 
account  players  who  call  either 
Forrest  County  or  neighboring 
Tamar  or  Jones  counties  their 
home,  you  could  basically  field 
an  entire  team.  There  is  Ezell,  a 
preseason  All-Conference  USA 
pick  in  just   his   sophomore 
year;   Maddox,   who   is   the 
Golden      Eagles'      leading 
returning      hitter;      Jason 


Lowery  Ezell's  Petal  High  School  teammate  and  a  senior  leader  for 
Southern  Miss;  Cliff  Russum,  a  former  Hattiesburg  High  School  star,  who 
served  as  the  Golden  Eagles'  ace  on  the  mound  before  injuries  shortened 
his  2004  season;  redshirt  freshman  Trey  Cuevas,  an  Oak  Grove  graduate, 
who  also  played  at  Petal  before  transfemng;  Brett  Hoeflich,  another  Petal 
High  product;  West  Jones  freshman  Trey  Sutton,  a  middle  mfielder;  and 
Ben  Wade,  a  freshman  pitcher  from  North  Forrest  High  School. 

The  result,  the  players  to  a  man  conclude,  is  a  close-knit  clubhouse  of 
friends. 

"When  1  started,  the  only  person  I  knew  was  Jeff  Cook  (a  former 
North  Forrest  and  Southern  Miss  standout),"  said  Lowery,  a  senior,  who 
hit  .298  with  10  home  runs  and  51  RBI  in  2004.  "But  ever)*  year  since  it 
seems  like  the  team  has  grown  closer  and  closer.  We  do  a  Bible  study  at 
the  BSU  (Baptist  Student  Union)  that  a  large  group  of  the  team  attends. 
The  first  year  I  was  here  the  new  facility  (the  Rogers,  Thames  and  Welch 
Baseball  Center)  opened,  and  they  have  a  nice  lounge  where  we  all  hang 
out.   It  really  helps  having  a  close  team." 

For  Lowery  and  the  others  who  have  become  part  of  the  Pine  Belt 
pipeline  to  Southern  Miss,  being  a  part  of  the  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team 
is  an  opportunity  to  play  close  to  home,  and,  perhaps  more  importantly, 
a  chance  to  play  in  front  of  family  and  friends. 

"It's  a  blessing  for  me;  my  parents  don't  miss  a  game,"  Lower)-  said.  "It's 
much  easier  on  them,  as  opposed  to  if  I  played  somewhere  further  away. 
It's  right  here  at  home,  and  they  can  make  it  to  games." 

Like  Lowery s  parents,  Russums  family  makes  its  way  to  Pete  Taylor 
Park  for  each  home  game,  perching  in  the  Right  Field  Roost  for  most 
contests,  but  making  their  way  to  the  bleachers  when  Russum  pitches. 
Like  many  of  the  other  current  Golden  Eagles,  Russum.  who  posted  a  6- 
4  record  before  injuries  sidelined  him  in  2004,  has  been  a  Southern  Miss 
fan  for  years. 

"I  grew  up  watching  Southern,"  he  said.  "It  became  a  year-round  thing 
going  to  the  games  of  whatever  sport  was  in  season.  Looking  back.  I  have 
a  lot  of  pictures  of  old  players  and  memories  from  those  times." 

His  decision  to  attend  Southern  Miss,  like  Loweiy's,  was  based  partly 
on  proximity. 

"I  wanted  to  play  somewhere  close  to  my  family,"  he  said.  "With  the 
local  guys  here,  I  definitely  think  it  has  helped  get  some  people  out  to 
the  games.  I  enjoy  playing  in  front  of  people  who  I  can  talk  to  alter  the 
games,  and  who  I  personally  know." 

While  a  scroll  through  the  Golden  Eagle  resumes  in  the  Southern  Miss 
baseball  media  guide  is  increasingly  becoming  a  task  in  monotony  weight 
current  Golden  Eagles  list  Hattiesburg  or  Petal  as  their  home)  another 
bragging  point  has  also  become  a  more  common  occurrence  in  recent 
years  -  wins. 

In  2003,  Southern  Miss  finished  the  season  47-16,  won  the 
Conference  LISA  regular  season  and  tournament  titles,  and  hosted  a 
NCAA  Regional  for  the  first  time  in  school  history  As  an  encore  last  sea- 
son, the  Golden  Eagles  went  45-1°.  advanced  to  the  Conference  L'SA 


Much  of  the  Southern  Miss  baseball  program's  recent  success  is  the  result  of  talented  players  who 
attended  Hattiesburg-area  high  schools.    From  left,  standing,  are  Patrick  Ezell,  Brett  Hoeflich,  Cliff 
Russum  and  Trey  Sutton.  Kneeling  are  Trey  Cuevas,  Marc  Maddox  and  Jason  Lowery. 
photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,  '80;  individual  player  photos  by  King  Photography 
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Tournament  Championship  Game,  and  traveled  to  the  Baton  Rouge 
Regional.  In  2005,  they'll  be  in  search  of  a  third-straight  regional 
appearance,  which  would  set  a  new  school  mark  for  consecutive  post- 
season trips. 

"It  (the  Golden  Eagles'  success)  has  shown  that  the  players  coming 
out  of  these  schools  can  perform  at  the  highest  level,"  Southern  Miss 
Head  Coach  Corky  Palmer  said.  "These  guys  are  playing;  they  are  not 
just  on  the  team.  A  lot  of  them  are  above-average  Division  I  players.  But, 
mostly  it  is  a  credit  to  the  emphasis  their  high  schools  place  on  winning. 
Winning  breeds  winning,  and  we  have  successful,  winning  high  school 
programs  in  this  area.  You  want  guys  that  are  not  only  talented,  but  have 
been  around  winning." 

Lowery  who  was  part  of  a  state  championship  team  at  Petal,  suggests 
winning  on  the  high  school  level  translates  into  a  desire  to  experience 
similar  levels  of  success  as  a  Golden  Eagle. 

"You  build  that  desire  to  win  from  winning,"  Lowery  said.  "When  you 
know  what  it  feels  like  to  pile  up  on  that  mound  you  want  to  do  it 
again." 

"You  leam  to  hate  to  lose,  and  that  comes  from  coming  from  a  win- 
ning program,"  adds  Maddox,  who  played  in  state  championship  series 
while  an  Oak  Grove  Warrior. 

Palmer  says  the  competitiveness  these  Pine  Belt  products  have  devel- 
oped is  a  primary  factor  in  the  Golden  Eagles'  recent  success. 

"Their  tools  are  good,  but  I  think  their  competitiveness  is  what  sepa- 
rates them,"  Palmer  said.  "You  look  at  a  guy  like  Maddox  -  he  was  150 
pounds  after  his  sophomore  year.  He  was  always  a  good  player,  but  he 
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got  stronger  and  made  himself  a  Division  I  player.  He  was  just  deter- 
mined he  was  going  to  get  there." 

For  Maddox,  a  junior,  the  decision  to  play  baseball  at  Southern  Miss 
was  easy.  His  father  Rick  74  and  brother  Todd  '01  are  alumni.  "Playing 
so  close  to  home  (was  a  big  factor  in  going  to  Southern  Miss),  plus 
knowing  a  lot  of  the  area  guys,"  said  Maddox,  who  hit  .317  with  16 
home  runs  and  60  RBI  a  year  ago.  "It  made  it  a  much  easier  decision." 

Maddox  is  part  of  a  2003  freshman  class  that  thus  far  is  2-for-2  when 
it  comes  to  regional  appearances. 

"Coming  in  here  the  year  after  they  just  missed  a  regional,  I  knew  a 
lot  of  guys  would  be  hungry,"  Maddox  said.  "The  team  I  came  into 
expected  to  get  to  a  regional.  Now,  hosting  may  have  been  a  different 
story,  but  we  did  expect  to  get  to  a  regional.  From  here  on  out,  we  expect 
to  as  well." 

Palmer  says  the  Golden  Eagles  are  keenly  aware  of  the  opportunity  to 
set  school  history  with  a  third-straight  regional  appearance. 

"Tradition  is  not  two  years,"  he  said.  "You  have  to  keep  going.  When 
we  go  to  South  Alabama,  I  tell  the  players  to  look  on  the  wall  -  they've 
been  to  10-straight  regionals.  I  refer  to  that.  The  kids  know  I'm  a  com- 
petitive coach.  The  success  here  started  a  little  later  than  I  thought,  but 
the  ingredients  are  here." 

The  ingredients  include  Pine  Belt  products  Russum  and  Lowery,  who 
entered  as  freshmen  in  2002,  the  year  Palmer  points  to  as  a  turning 
point  for  the  program.  The  freshman  class  that  year  also  included  sec- 
ond baseman  Jared  Hoffpauir,  a  sixth-round  pick  of  the  St.  Louis 
Cardinals  in  2004,  and  shortstop  Matt  Shepherd,  a  high  school  team- 
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mate  of  Russum,  who  also  was  selected  last  year  by 
the  Cardinals  as  the  organizations  eighth-round  selec- 
tion. Both  players  chose  to  forego  their  senior  seasons 
to  play  professional  baseball.  In  2002,  Southern  Miss, 
with  a  host  of  freshmen  and  sophomores  in  the  start- 
ing lineup,  posted  a  36-22  record  one  season  after 
holding  a  losing  mark. 

Since  then,  Palmer  says  the  Golden  Eagles  have 
had  the  good  fortune  of  keeping  Hattiesburg-area 
high  school  talent  at  home. 

"This  area  -  if  you  draw  a  40-mile  circle  -  by  far  it 
is  the  best  high  school  baseball  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi,"  Palmer  said.  "Recruiting  is  hard  enough; 
you  have  to  get  the  local  kids  to  stay  home.  Knock  on 
wood,  but  we've  been  successful  since  2002  in  keep- 
ing about  80  percent  of  Division  I  prospects  home." 

And  while  players  from  other  areas  have  certainly 
contnbuted  to  the  program  over  the  past  few  years, 
the  influx  of  Pine  Belt  products  cannot  be  denied  as 
an  important  factor  in  Southern  Miss'  recent  success. 

"Look  at  it  like  this  -  if  Cliff  was  not  hurt,  our 
Friday  and  Saturday  pitchers  would  be  from 
Hattiesburg  and  Petal,  and  that  is  pretty  strong," 
Palmer  said.  "You'd  be  hard  pressed  to  find  two  bet- 
ter pitchers  in  Division  I  baseball,  and  both  would 
probably  be  preseason  all-conference.  Hopefully,  the 
local  area  will  stay  solid  in  baseball,  and  I  feel  like  it 
will.  It's  been  good  to  us.  We  have  to  recruit  other 
areas,  but  a  key  is  keeping  the  local  guys  here." 

Palmer  and  the  players  suggest  the  Pine  Belt 
pipeline  can  contribute  to  the  long-term  success  of 
the  program.  In  2006  for  instance,  the  Golden  Eagles 
are  expected  to  add  three  more  Oak  Grove  Warriors 
to  the  roster.  Inking  with  Southern  Miss  during  the 
early  signing  period  were  Wayne  Smith,  a  senior  at 
Oak  Grove  High  School  this  season  and  the 
Mississippi  Class  5A  Player  of  the  Year  in  2004,  and 
current  Pearl  River  Community  College  Wildcats 
Bailey  Hartel  and  Keith  Winstead. 

"When  you  think  of  Mississippi  State  or  Alabama, 
those  teams  that  have  winning  traditions,  they  started 
somewhere,"  said  Ezell,  who  posted  a  6-2  mark  as  a 
freshman  in  2004.  "That's  what  is  going  on  here.  We 
want  to  get  three  straight  regionals,  then  four,  then 
keep  going  and  going.  That's  how  you  build  tradition, 
and  were  headed  in  the  right  direction." 

And  the  direction,  Golden  Eagle  fans  are  beginning 
to  leam,  often  starts  in  Hattiesburg,  Oak  Grove  or 
Petal,  heads  to  Southern  Miss,  with  the  hopes  that 
one  day  it  will  lead  to  Omaha,  where  the  College 
World  Series  is  held. 

"The  key  is  to  not  be  satisfied,"  Ezell  said.  "As  you 
get  to  a  regional,  you  can't  be  satisfied  with  a  region- 
al. When  you  get  to  a  super  regional,  you  can't  be  sat- 
isfied with  a  super  regional.  You  have  to  keep  going 
and  going." 


Lady  Eagles  Seeking  Repeat  in  2005 

Like  heroines  in  a  classic  movie,  the  Southern  Miss  Lady  Eagle  softball  team 
turned  an  apparent  perilous  situation  in  2004  into  another  championship  sea- 
son. 

The  plot  line  included  a  5-11  start,  as  the  Lady  Eagles  struggled  with  a  bru- 
tal early-season  schedule.  But  like  great  heroines  do,  just  as  the  outlook 
appeared  most  dreary,  the  team  rebounded.  A  three-game  sweep  at  Houston 
sparked  a  run  for  the  Conference  USA  Championship.  And  in  the  final  climat- 
ic series  of  the  regular  season  against  league-leading  Louisville,  Southern  Miss 
—  in  need  of  a  three-game  sweep  —  won  all  three  contests  and  edged  the  Lady 
Cardinals  for  the  conference  crown.  ' 

The  team  advanced  to  NCAA  postseason  play,  earning  a  berth  in  the  Region 
7  Tournament  hosted  by  Stanford,  as  Southern  Miss  concluded  its  season  with 
a  33-26  overall  mark,  19-4  record  in  Conference  USA. 

"I  know  a  lot  of  people  were  thinking,  'Oh  God,  here  we  go  again,'"  Head 
Coach  Gay  McNutt  said.  "But  when  you  looked  at  our  schedule,  it  was  brutal. 
We  played  some  of  the  top  teams  in  the  country  early  on,  but  the  team  showed 

a  lot  of  character.  A  lot  of  teams  would  have 
Mj  |  quit  on  the  season,  but  we  didn't." 

And  when  the  Lady  Eagles  swept  a  key 

series  at  Houston,  everything  changed. 

"That's  when  the  players  started  to 

really  believe,"  said  McNutt,  who  was 

named  the  C-USA  Coach  of  the  Year 

in  2004. 

Two   months   later,   Southern 
Miss  had  won  C-USA. 

Is  a  sequel  in  store  in  2005? 
Only  time  will  tell, 
v  ,  "I  hope  (there  is  some  carry- 

over from  a  year  ago),  but  that 
was  last  year,"  said  McNutt,  who 
is  entering  her  fifth  season  with 
the  Lady  Eagles.  "The  expecta- 
tions are  there,  but  we  can't 
keep  living  off  of  past  years.  If 
we  did  that  we'd  still  be  talking 
about  the  College  World  Series 
teams  (of  1999  and  2000).  You 
have  to  be  realistic  and  work 
with  the  personnel  you  have. 
Last  year  was  a  positive  step. 
Some  of  the  seniors  and  juniors 
set   a   good   example    for   the 
younger  players,  and  I  hope  thai 
they  saw  that  and  will  take  on 
greater  roles  this  season." 
As  seniors  last  year.  Jessica 
Holaway  and  Auriel  Jenkins 
led  Southern  Miss  on  the 
mound   and   on   offense, 
respectively.    The    chal- 
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lenge  for  McNutt  is  to  find  a  few  Lady  Eagles  to 
fill  their  shoes. 

"You  don't  replace  people  like  Jessica 
Holaway,  who  was  our  go-to  pitcher  in  big 
games  or  an  Auriel  Jenkins,  who  hit  well  over 
.300  and  accomplished  just  about  everything 
you  can  as  a  player,"  McNutt  said.  "You  just 
hope  that  someone  can  pick  up  where  they  left 
off." 

Vying  to  replace  Holaway,  who  went  18-7  a 
year  ago,  as  the  ace  of  the  Lady  Eagles  staff  are 
Danielle  Wyner  (9-8,  5.38  ERA  in  2003)  and 
Jessica  Saunier  (2-6,  6.76  ERA). 

"They  are  competitors  -  both  knew  Jessica 
was  that  go-to  person  last  year  -  and  they  are 
competing  for  that  spot,"  McNutt  said.  "They 
are  competing  against  each  other  for  the  right 
reason,  and  it  is  making  them  both  better." 

In  addition  to  Wyner  and  Saunier,  the  Lady 
Eagles  return  six  position  players.  Southern 
Miss  will  also  depend  on  a  number  of  freshmen 
for  contributions. 

For  the  fall,  sophomore  Melissa  Prouty  led  the 
team  with  a  .417  batting  average.  She  finished  in 
a  tie  for  the  team  lead  in  RBIs  (5)  with  junior 
Jessica  Huerta  and  freshman  Jennifer  Fox. 
Huerta  finished  with  a  team-high  nine  hits,  15 
total  bases,  and  seven  runs  scored. 

"Somewhere,  somehow,  Jennifer  Fox  will  play 
a  major  role,"  McNutt  said.  "Right  now  she  is 
swapping  in  and  out  with  Charity  Butler  at  sec- 
ond base,  but  she  may  play  as  the  designated 
player." 

Another  young  player  who  is  expected  to  see 
significant  action  is  Whitney  Cochran,  who 
McNutt  says  is  a  likely  starter  in  the  outfield. 
While  the  coach  expects  "great  things"  from 
freshman  pitcher  Allison  Bullard,  McNutt  sug- 
gests she'll  take  the  hurler  along  slowly  this  sea- 
son. 

Of  returning  players,  McNutt  says  Huerta  is  a 
tremendous  leader,  while  catcher  Sue  Logan, 
one  of  the  Lady  Eagles'  leading  hitters  a  year 
ago,  will  be  expected  to  carry  more  of  the  offen- 
sive load. 

"We're  not  going  to  have  the  big  home  run 
hitters  like  a  year  ago,"  McNutt  said.  "Now,  if 
I'm  wrong,  great,  but  I  think  we'll  have  to  be  a 
more  spray  and  gap  hitting  team  this  season. 

"The  infield  is  going  to  be  tough  to  get  the  ball 
through,"  the  coach  added.  "That's  going  to  be 
our  plan  -  force  grounders  and  let  them  play" 
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2005  Southern  Miss  Home  Baseball  Schedule 

DATE 

OPPONENT 

TIME 

2/18/2005 

Marshall 

3:00  PM 

2/19/2005 

Marshall 

3:00  PM 

2/20/2005 

Marshall 

1:00  PM 

2/22/2005 

South  Alabama 

3:00  PM 

2/25/2005 

A  Mercer 

4:00  PM 

2/26/2005 

A  SW  Missouri  St 

4:00  PM 

2/27/2005 

A  McNeese  St 

3:00  PM 

3/1/2005 

Se  Louisiana 

6:30  PM 

3/11/2005 

Arkansas  St 

6:30  PM 

3/12/2005 

Arkansas  St 

3:00  PM 

3/13/2005 

Arkansas  St 

1:00  PM 

3/23/2005 

Miss  Valley  St 

6:30  PM 

3/25/2005 

*  CINCINNATI 

6:30  PM 

3/26/2005 

*  CINCINNATI 

3:00  PM 

3/27/2005 

*  CINCINNATI 

1:00  PM 

3/29/2005 

Alabama 

6:30  PM 

4/5/2005 

Mississippi 

6:30  PM 

4/12/2005 

New  Orleans 

6:30  PM 

4/15/2005 

*  SAINT  LOUIS 

6:30  PM 

4/16/2005 

*  SAINT  LOUIS 

4:00  PM 

4/17/2005 

*  SAINT  LOUIS 

1:00  PM 

4/22/2005 

*  TULANE 

6:30  PM 

4/23/2005 

*  TULANE 

4:00  PM 

4/24/2005 

*  TULANE 

1:00  PM 

5/6/2005 

*UAB 

6:30  PM 

5/7/2005 

*UAB 

4:00  PM 

5/8/2005 

*UAB 

1:00  PM 

5/13/2005 

*  SOUTH  FLORIDA 

7:30  PM 

5/14/2005 

*  SOUTH  FLORIDA 

4:00  PM 

5/15/2005 

*  SOUTH  FLORIDA 

1:00  PM 

5/26/2005 

CONFERENCE  USA  TOURNAMENT  (HATTIESBURG,  MISS.) 

TBA 

5/27/2005 

CONFERENCE  USA  TOURNAMENT  (HATTIESBURG,  MISS.) 

TBA 

5/28/2005 

CONFERENCE  USA  TOURNAMENT  (HATTIESBURG,  MISS.) 

TBA 

5/29/2005 

CONFERENCE  USA  TOURNAMENT  (HATTIESBURG,  MISS.) 

TBA 

5/30/2005 

CONFERENCE  USA  TOURNAMENT  (HATTIESBURG,  MISS.) 

TBA 

A  -  Southern  Miss  Tournament,      *  -  Conference  USA  Game 

2005  Southern  Miss  Home  Softball  Schedule 

DATE 

OPPONENT 

TIME 

2/5/2005 

Jackson  State  (DH) 

1:00  PM 

2/5/2005 

Jackson  State 

3:00  PM 

2/9/2005 

UL-Monroe  (DH) 

3:00  PM 

2/9/2005 

UL-Monroe 

5:00  PM 

2/23/2005 

Southeastern  Louisiana 

6:00  PM 

3/5/2005 

CHARLOTTE (DH) 

1:00  PM 

3/5/2005 

CHARLOTTE 

3:00  PM 

3/6/2005 

CHARLOTTE 

1:00  PM 

3/25/2005 

USF (DH) 

1:00  PM 

3/25/2005 

USF 

3:00  PM 

3/26/2005 

USF 

1:00  PM 

3/30/2005 

Northwestern  (La.)  State  (DH) 

5:00  PM 

3/30/2005 

Northwestern  (La.)  State 

7:00  PM 

4/6/2005 

Mississippi  State 

6:00  PM 

4/16/2005 

HOUSTON (DH) 

1:00  PM 

4/16/2005 

HOUSTON 

3:00  PM 

4/17/2005 

HOUSTON 

1:00  PM 

4/27/2005 

Louisiana  Tech  (DH) 

5:00  PM 

4/27/2005 

Louisiana  Tech 

7:00  PM 

5/7/2005 

EAST  CAROLINA  (DH) 

1:00  PM 

5/7/2005 

EAST  CAROLINA 

3:00  PM 

5/8/2005 

EAST  CAROLINA 

1:00  PM 

Conference  USA  games  in  caps 
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He  pulled  into  the  land  of  eternal  sunshine 
with  little  more  than  some  phone  num- 
bers, an  old  car  and  $1,000  in  savings. 
Moving  to  Los  Angeles  was  the  hardest  thing  he 
had  ever  done.  Somewhere  on  the  way  to 
California,  he  broke  down  crying,  fearing  he 
wouldn't  have  the  courage  to  go  through  with 
the  move. 

But  living  with  the  alternative  was  unthinkable. 

"One  day,  I'll  be  50  years  old,  (and)  I'll  turn  on 
TV,"  he  told  his  mother,  Gaynette  Price,  upon 
arriving  in  L.A.  "I'll  see  something  that  makes  me 
laugh  and  a  cold  chill  will  pass  through  my  body 
as  I  remember  that  once  upon  a  time,  people 
told  me  I  was  a  pretty  good  comedy  writer.  And 
once  upon  a  time,  I  wanted  to  write  for  movies 
and  television,  but  I  never  even  tried.  Mom, 
that's  what  I  can't  live  with — knowing  that  I 
never  even  tried. 

"So  I  won't  be  coming  back." 

No  doubt  about  it,  David  Stem  '85  had  a  date 
with  destiny. 

Stem  realized  he  had  a  gift  for  writing  while  in 
his  senior  year  at  Baker  High  School  in  Mobile, 
Ala.  So  when  he  enrolled  in  Southern  Miss,  he 
became  an  English  major  and  worked  with  The 
Student  Printz,  writing  a  humor/satire  column 
called  "An  Autonomous  Voice."  It  was  that  col- 
umn, that  helped  Stem  find  his  voice  as  a  writer. 


Critical  feedback  came  from  professors  who  would  be  objectively  blunt  with  Stem  in  their  opinions  of  his  work.  There  was  Dr.  Charles 
Moorman,  a  Chaucer  scholar,  who  would  see  Stem  in  the  hallways  and  say  things  like,  "Stem,  I  read  your  column  today.  Good  work. " 
Or,  "Stem,  I  read  your  column  today.  Junk.  Wasted  my  time." 

Another  of  Stem's  professors,  Dave  Barry,  told  Stem  that  he  liked  "An  Autonomous  Voice"  so  much  that  he  shared  it  with  his  poetry 
class.  "It  was  the  greatest  compliment  I  had  ever  had  as  a  writer,"  Stem  says. 

But  Barry  offered  more  than  rave  reviews.  When  he  found  out  that  Stem  was  planning  to  pursue  his  writing  career  in  Los  Angeles 
after  graduation,  the  professor  gave  Stem  the  phone  number  of  his  former  roommate,  David  Sheffield  72. 

"I  knew  who  David  Sheffield  was  because  the  very  first  year  I  was  at  Southern,  David  and  Buddy  (his  brother'*  brought  a  touring 
musical  to  Southern  called  'Cleavage,'"  Stem  says.  "I  went  to  three  shows.  I  was  in  awe  of  David  Sheffield.  I  used  to  watch  Saturday  Night 
Live  and  watch  his  name  go  up.  This  guy,  to  me,  was  unreachable.  He  was  a  huge  hero  of  mine." 
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Stem,  wife  Jamie  and  son  Jameson  attend  the  premier  of  "Shrek  2.' 


And  so  it  was,  with  a  mind  full  of  ideas  and  heart  full  of 
determination  that  David  Stem  took  off  for  L.A.  Once  in 
California,  Stem  was  filled  with  heady  enthusiasm,  the  kind  of 
certainty  that  possesses  a  youth  and  makes  him  believe  he  can 
do  anything.  He  called  Sheffield  and  began  his  quest.  "When  I 
called  him,  Davids  first  movie,  'Police  Academy  2,'  was  No.  1 
at  the  box  office.  I  thought  there's  no  way  he's  going  to  bother 
with  me." 

But  Sheffield  invited  Stem  to  his  office  on  the  Paramount  lot 
and  introduced  him  to  his  partner.  Just  as  important,  Sheffield 
read  Stem's  work  and  liked  it.  Emboldened  by  this  vote  of  con- 
fidence, the  young  writer  knew  he  was  on  the  right  track.  He 
also  knew  that  connections  alone  wouldn't  open  doors  for  him 
in  L.A.  He  had  to  build  up  a  body  of  professional  work  before 
anyone  would  take  him  seriously. 

Are  We  There  Yet? 

For  the  next  seven  years,  Stem  worked  by  day  to  pay  his  bills 
and  wrote  by  night  to  feed  his  soul.  He  went  from  sales  at 
Rockwell  International  to  writing  profiles  for  TV  Guide.  He  was 
enrolled  at  the  University  of  Southern  California  to  begin  work 
on  his  master's  degree  but  left  on  the  advice  of  his  professors. 
He  obviously  had  the  talent,  they  told  him.  He  needed  to  be 
writing,  not  studying  how  to  write. 

Stem  then  went  to  New  Orleans.  While  there,  he  was  offered 
a  job  writing  a  brochure  for  a  client  of  Lee  Gibson,  a  colleague 
from  The  Student  Printz.  Gibson  advised  Stem  to  charge  $  1 ,000 
for  the  brochure  or  else  the  client  wouldn't  think  he  was  any 
good.  Stem  charged  the  fee  and  asked  for  half  up  front. 
Without  hesitation  the  man  wrote  a  check  for  $500.  "I  was  like, 
wow!  I'm  in  the  wrong  business."  The  brochure  caught  the  eye 
of  advertising  executive,  Reed  Guice,  who  met  with  Stem  and 


offered  him  a  job  with  Guice  &  Guice  Advertising  Agency  in 
Biloxi.  The  very  same  job  with  the  very  same  agency  David 
Sheffield  had  held  before  being  hired  at  Saturday  Night  Live. 

Pondering  the  serendipity  of  it  all,  Stem  remarks,  "You  never 
know  when  you  take  on  a  job  or  write  a  piece  what's  going  to 
happen  with  it.  All  you  can  do  is  your  best  on  every  single  thing 
you're  given." 

That  attitude — doing  your  best  even  if  you're  not  working  at 
your  ideal  job — is  what  Stem  believes  will  lead  you  to  your 
dream.  Eventually,  Stem  received  a  call  from  Sheffield's  brother, 
Buddy,  offering  him  a  job  on  his  first  television  show,  Roundhouse, 
a  Nickelodeon  sketch  comedy. 

At  Nickelodeon,  Stem  met  writer  David  Weiss,  and  they 
formed  a  professional  friendship  that  ultimately  developed  into 
the  partnership  that  would  pen  such  hits  as  "The  Rugrats  Movie," 
"Rugrats  in  Paris,"  "Jimmy  Neutron:  Boy  Genius," 
"Clockstoppers,"  and  the  record  breaking,  highest  grossing  ani- 
mated movie  of  all  time,  "Shrek  2."  Their  latest  movie,  "Are  We 
There  Yet?,"  has  just  been  released  and  there  are  several  more 
movies  in  the  works  for  Paramount  and  Disney. 


In  the  top  photo,  Stem  and  writing  partner  David  Weiss  are  shown  with  Ice 
Cube,  star  of  "Are  We  There  Yet?"  Above  the  pair  is  pictured  with  actor 
Tommy  Lee  Jones. 


32 


THE  TALON 


_ 


Junior  High  Man' 

What  do  his  peers  think  of  David  Stem,  the  screenwriter?  Director  Brian  Levant  ("Are  We  There  Yet?"  Happy  Days,  Married  with  Children), 
regards  Stem  as  "one  of  the  most  creative  people  I  have  ever  met.  He  is  a  mixture  of  sophistication,  imagination,  childlike  innocence  and  won- 
der. He  and  Weiss  are  very  positive  people,  down  to  earth,  decent  people. 

Says  Weiss  of  his  writing  partner,  "1  sometimes  call  him  'Junior  High  Man  because  he  has  that  eternal  eighth-grade  boy  delight  and  won- 
der with  the  world.  But  Stem  is  also  a  very  spiritually-attuned  guy.  He  wrestles  with  the  big  philosophical  questions — the  whole  idea  of  why 
are  we  here  and  what  is  the  meaning  of  our  life."  While  Weiss  describes  himself  as  a  writer  who  needs  to  sit  at  the  computer  and  work  for 
hours  trying  to  solve  story  problems,  he  sees  his  writing  partner  as  the  exact  opposite.  Stem  works  more  subconsciously,  letting  ideas  germi- 
nate. Then,  at  the  strangest  times,  flashes  of  inspiration  will  come  to  him. 

For  example,  in  "Shrek  2",  the  writers  were  trying  to  come  up  with  a  way  to  get  Shrek  back  into  the  castle  in  the  third  act.  They  devised 
various  angles,  but  none  seemed  to  have  that  creative  spark  they  were  looking  for. 

"At  4  a.m.,  1  get  up  to  go  to  the  bathroom  and  I'm  standing  there  and  suddenly  I  see  this  giant  gingerbread  man  in  my  head  storming  the 
castle,"  Stem  says.  "And  the  line  comes  to  me,  'We're  going  to  need  flour.  Lots  and  lots  of  flour.'" 

This  was  the  fit  the  writers  were  looking  for. 

That  this  creative  moment  came  when  Stem  was  in  the  bathroom  is  not  unusual.  Weiss  says  some  of  Stem's  best  ideas  come  after  he  takes 
a  bathroom  break.  "That's  why  I  keep  a  huge  Diet  Pepsi  in  his  hands  at  all  times,"  he  laughs. 


But  the  real  creative  genius  of  David  Stem  is  not  born 
of  such  things.  Stem  has  an  unusual  ability  to  take  anoth- 
er look  at  something  he's  seen  20  times  before  and  yet  see 
something  different.  Such  was  the  case  with  "Are  We 
There  Yet?" 

Brian  Levant,  the  film's  director  wanted  more  heart  in 
the  story.  Having  viewed  the  scene  in  question  many 
times,  Stem  suddenly  gets  an  inspiration.  Ice  Cube,  the 
star  of  the  movie,  is  driving  in  his  car  thinking  about  his 
problems,  when  a  bobble-head  Satchel  Paige  doll  sud- 
denly begins  giving  him  romantic  advice.  Levant  loved 
the  idea  so  much,  the  movie  was  ultimately  rewritten  to 
include  the  talking  doll  throughout — quite  a  compliment 
to  Stem's  creativity  since  the  movie  was  six  weeks  away 
from  shooting. 

Perhaps  this  ability  to  see  things  from  a  fresh  perspec- 
tive figured  into  Stem's  decision  three  years  ago  to  end  his 
bachelorhood  at  age  38  and  marry  his  fiancee,  Jamie. 
Together  they  have  a  2-year-old  son,  Jameson,  who  Stem 
says  is  the  light  of  their  lives.  Remarks  Weiss  affectionate- 
ly, "The  big  thing  to  watch  is  his  journey  as  he  becomes  a 
father,  his  new  bonds  with  Jamie  and  Jameson." 

So  where  does  he  go  from  here?  "It  occurred  to  me  that 
I  would  spend  my  entire  professional  career  trying  to  get 
back  to  the  place  that  I  was  at  Southern,"  Stem  says.  "And 
that  was  that  I  could  go  into  The  Student  Printz  and  I  could 
write  my  column  of  what  I  thought  was  funny  and  I  did- 
n't have  to  worry  about  money.  When  you  ask  me  what 
my  next  dream  is,  my  next  dream  is  to  get  back  to  that 
place.  To  be  able  to  write  the  short  film,  direct  the  film 
that  I'd  go  out  and  think  'This  is  funny.  It  delights  me.' 
And  maybe  Charles  Moorman  will  come  up  to  me  and  go, 
'Ah,  Stem,  not  so  good.  Oh,  maybe  the  next  one.'" 


coming  SOON 


David  Stem's  latest  effort,  "Are  We 
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MAN  ON  A  MISSION: 

BRIG.  GEN.  JEFF  HAMMOND, 
A  MILITARY  LEADER  IN  IRAQ 


By  Jim  Coll  '99 


Today,  Brig.  Gen.  Jeff  Hammond  will  likely  once  again  gaze 
across  the  Baghdad  skyline  and  consider  his  mission  for  what 
must  seem  like  the  1,000th  time.  If  he  were  more  cynical,  he 
might  say  that  number  is  one  time  for  every  American  soldier  killed 
since  the  conflict  in  Iraq  began.  But  Jeff  Hammond  78,. '83  is  not 
cynical,  nor  are  the  troops  who  serve  under  his  command. 

The  Southern  Miss  alumnus  clearly  recognizes  his  charge  -  to  free 
the  Iraqi  people  from  terrorists  who  have  infiltrated  their  country 
since  the  fall  of  Saddam  Hussein,  and,  on  a  larger  scale,  to  improve 
the  safety  of  the  United  States.  Completing  his  mission  will  require 
resolve,  as  well  as  leadership  and  organization  -  qualities  Hammond 
is  quick  to  acknowledge  he  developed  at  Southern  Miss,  where  he 
was  a  member  of  the  ROTC  program  and  played  football  for  leg- 
endary head  coach  Bobby  Collins. 

"He  set  the  standards  of  character  and  leadership,"  Hammond 
said  of  Collins.  "I  learned  more  about  leadership  from  him  than  I 
did  from  anyone  else.  I  used  to  watch  every  move  he  made,  from 
the  way  he  handled  the  staff  to  the  way  he  ran  practices  and  man- 
aged the  games.  I  just  kept  taking  mental  notes.  And,  believe  it  or 
not,  to  this  day  I  apply  the  Collins  checklist  to  organization  and 
leadership." 

While  Hammonds  days  as  a  member  of  the  Golden  Eagles'  foot- 
ball squad  lasted  from  1976  to  1978,  he  has  parlayed  the  qualities 
he  learned  during  that  time  into  a  successful,  lengthy  career  in  the 
military.    He  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Army  as  a  recent  Southern  Miss 


graduate  more  than  a  quarter  century  ago.  Hammond  simply  "want- 
ed to  serve,"  he  said. 

Over  the  past  26  years,  he  has  worked  his  way  up  the  ranks  and 
has  spent  time  in  Germany  and  Korea,  participated  in  Operation 
Desert  Shield  and  took  the  lead  battalion  into  Bosnia.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  2003,  the  same  year  as 
Maj.  Gen.  Buford  C.  Blount  III  71,  who  led  the  3rd  Infantry  Division 
into  Iraq  in  March  2003.  Currently  stationed  in  Baghdad  as  the  assis- 
tant commander  for  support  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division,  Hammond 
faces  his  toughest  mission  yet. 

"I've  been  in  a  quite  a  few  of  these,  but  this  has  been  the  most  dif- 
ficult. The  kids  are  doing  well;  we're  winning  every  battle  we  fight. 
But  we're  facing  a  tough  task:  We  value  life,  and  they  don't." 

Not  surprisingly,  the  former  Golden  Eagle  football  player  relates  to 
the  mission  with  sports  terminology. 

"It's  not  like  third  and  long  on  the  football  field,"  he  said.  "Third 
and  long  here  is  life  or  death." 

He  is  certain,  however,  it  is  a  mission  worth  completing. 

"People  always  ask  'Is  it  worth  it?'  referring  to  Iraq,  but  the  bigger 
question  is  'Is  this  war  on  terror  worth  it?'  You  bet  it  is,"  he  said.  "If 
we  don't  win  it  here,  I  don't  know  where  we'll  win  it.  I  was  in  the 
Pentagon  on  September  1 1  and  a  lot  of  my  guys  were  lost.  So  it's 
personal  to  me." 

Hammond's  approach  to  his  current  mission  is  both  optimistic 
and  realistic  at  the  same  time. 


34 


THE  TALON 


"Every  day  is  hard,"  he  said.  "The  day  we  assumed  our  mission  we 
were  in  a  firefight  and  lost  a  man.  We're  making  progress,  but  it  is 
in  little  bits  at  a  time.  We  fight  all  night  and  rebuild  a  city  during  the 
day.  We're  up  against  dangerous  insurgents,  but  we're  winning  every 
battle.  The  fights  are  short  and  lethal,  because  we  are  so  good." 

He  is  sure  though,  further  casualties,  losses  and  injuries  will  be 
incurred. 

"I  have  my  bad  days  like  everyone  else,  and  when  1  lose  a  soldier 
1  cry,  too,"  he  said.  "But  when  that  does  happen,  the  resolve  grows. 
We're  having  more  good  days  than  bad  days.  I  think  we're  beyond 
the  point  of  being  cautiously  optimistic.  We're  going  to  get  it  done." 

He  is  alternately  encouraged  by  the  progress  he  witnesses  across 
the  heart  of  Iraq  and  discouraged  with  the  toll  the  mission  is  cost- 
ing his  country  in  terms  of  lost  lives  and  severe  injuries. 

"The  people  here  today  have  electricity,  water  and  sewer  for  the 
first  time  in  35  years,"  he  said.  "The  people  want  peace,  and  they 
are  coming  around  one  by  one.  The  Iraqis  are  stepping  up  to  the 
plate,  and  that's  what  keeps  the  fire  in  my  belly." 

While  comparisons  of  war  to  athletics  obviously  are  uttered  cau- 
tiously, Hammond  notes  that  the  fire  is  not  entirely  different  than 
the  feelings  he  experienced  as  a  Golden  Eagle. 

"You  get  in  combat  and  you  become  a  brotherhood,"  he  said.  "I 
thought  playing  on  the  (Southern  Miss)  football  team  was  a  broth- 
erhood, but  this  is  even  more  so.  When  you  are  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, the  most  important  thing  is  to  not  let  your  partners  down." 

And  while  his  troops  are  among  those  laying  the  foundation  for 
the  future  of  Iraq,  he's  also  proud  that  his  Golden  Eagle  squads 


helped  establish  Southern  Miss  football  as  a  power  on  the  national 
scene.  During  his  career,  which  covered  three  of  Collins'  first  four 
seasons,  the  Golden  Eagles  improved  from  a  3-8  team  in  1976  to  a 
7-4  squad  just  two  years  later. 

"Those  early  Collins  years  set  the  tone  for  where  we  are  today,"  he 
said.  "We  were  a  blue-collar  football  team,  and  we've  been  that  way 
since.  We  win  ugly,  but  we  win. 

"None  of  us  were  really  recruited  highly,  and  we  all  kind  of  had  a 
chip  on  our  shoulder,"  Hammond  added.  "We  wanted  to  prove  that 
we  belonged.  And  it  didn't  hurt  that  we  had  a  great  football  coach." 

Today,  he  remains  a  vocal  supporter  of  the  Golden  Eagles.  After 
each  Southern  Miss  football  contest,  Hammond  anxiously  awaits  e- 
mail  from  his  son  Michael,  14,  who  provides  him  the  result,  com- 
plete with  a  full  analysis.  "He  gets  that  from  me,"  Hammond  says, 
adding  that  Michael  can  name  all  the  Golden  Eagles  in  the  NFL  as 
well  as  recall  their  statistics.  While  Hammond  serves  overseas,  his 
wife,  Diane,  and  the  couple's  two  children,  Michael  and  Megan,  12. 
live  in  Texas,  where  the  family  is  stationed  at  Ft.  Hood. 

Miles  away  from  Hattiesburg  even  when  he  is  home,  Hammond 
does  not  foresee  his  support  for  the  Golden  Eagles  dwindling.  Half- 
joking  (although  not  entirely),  Hammond  suggests  that  should  he  be 
killed  in  action,  he  has  requested  of  his  wife  that  each  year  Southern 
Miss'  football  schedule  be  placed  at  his  gravesite.  It's  his  way  of  con- 
tinuing to  serve  Southern  Miss,  he  says. 

"That  way  if  anyone  wants  to  know  when  Southern  Miss  plays, 
they  always  know  where  they  can  find  out,"  he  said. 


a  new  book  by  PATTY  ROPER. 

{Easy  Does  It:  Entertaining} 

a  book  of  elegant  Southern  party  ideas  and  recipes. 

EASY  DOES  IT. 

www.mississippimagazine.com 

601.982.8418  ext.73  or  800.844.8418  ext.73 
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ESF:  The  Consolidation  Lender  of 
Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 


You've  worked  hard  for  your  degree 
from  Southern  Miss.  Don't  you  deserve 
the  lowest  possible  interest  rate  to  repay 
your  student  loans,  plus  extra  money-saving 
repayment  benefits? 

With  interest  rates  expected  to  rise  in  July 
2005,  this  may  be  your  last  chance  to  consoli- 
date your  student  loans  and  lock  into  a  once- 
in-a-lifetime,  historically  low  fixed  rate  for  the 
life  of  the  loan.  Gone  will  be  the  worry  of  what 
the  new  variable  interest  rate  will  be  each  year 
on  loans  such  as  Stafford,  PLUS,  Perkins, 
Health  Professions  and  Nursing  Student 
Loans. 

Hundreds  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  have 
already  taken  advantage  of  the  all-time  low 


interest  rates  to  consolidate  their  student  loans 
through  Education  Services  Foundation 
(ESF),  the  student  loan  consolidation  lender 
of  choice  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  as  desig- 
nated by  the  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association.  Choosing  "The  ESF  EZChoice 
Consolidation  Loan"  can  provide  borrowers 
additional  savings. 

ESF  now  has  a  representative  on  campus  to 
provide  consultation  with  interested  students 
and  alumni  and  simplify  the  process  by 
researching  outstanding  student  loans  and 
assisting  in  completing  the  application 

Jonas  Outlaw,  who  will  graduate  from 
Southern  Miss  in  May  with  a  degree  in 
Management  Information  Systems,  is  a  profes- 


sional student  loan  counselor  who  can  explain 
the  various  repayment  options  allowed  by  con- 
solidation. He  may  be  contacted  by  calling 
866-542-8033  or  sending  an  e-mail  to  jona- 
soutlaw@ho  tmail .  com . 

Outlaw  stated  the  advantages  of  consolidat- 
ing at  the  present  include: 

•  Locking  into  a  historically  low  fixed  interest 
rate  for  the  life  of  the  loan. 

•  Lowering  current  student  loan  monthly 
payments  as  much  as  50  percent  by 
extending  terms  to  as  much  as  30  years. 

•  Leaving  repayment  terms  the  same  and 
paying  off  the  loan  earlier,  which  drastically 
reduces  the  interest  alumni  pay 

•  No  closing  fees. 


•  No  credit  checks  or  income  verification. 

•  Deferment  and  forbearance  still  available  to 
qualified  borrowers. 

"In  addition,  eligible  borrowers  who  choose  "The 
ESF  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan"  may  qualify  for 
industry-leading  borrower  benefits  of  an  interest 
rate  reduction  of  up  to  1.5  percent.  This  means 
some  borrowers  may  be  able  to  lock  in  a  rate  as  low 
as  1.38  percent  after  36  months  of  on-time  pay- 
ments," Outlaw  said. 

ESF  borrower  benefits  are  available  for  consoli- 
dation loans  that  have  an  initial  minimum  balance 
of  $10,000  or  more.  The  lender  for  this  program  is 
Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance 
Corporation. 

"ESF  will  be  happy  to  figure  repayment  options 
for  you  to  help  you  make  your  decision,"  Outlaw 
added. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  are  eligible  to  consolidate 
if  they  have  more  than  one  loan,  if  their  loans  are  in 
the  grace  period  or  in  repayment  status,  and  if  they 
are  enrolled  on  a  half-time  basis  or  less  with  loans 
in  repayment. 

"For  several  years,  ESF  has  been  a  preferred 
lender  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
for  federal  Stafford  Loans  for  students  and  PLUS 
loans  for  parents,  and  we  are  pleased  to  now  pro- 
vide alumni,  as  well  as  current  students,  with  great 
money-saving  borrower  benefits  for  their  student 
loans,"  ESF  Executive  Director  Ken  Smith  said. 

ESF  is  Mississippi's  nonprofit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student 
loans  and  student  loan  consolidation.  ESF  can  pro- 
vide these  benefits  because  it  is  a  Mississippi  non- 
profit corporation  dedicated  solely  to  making  col- 
lege possible  for  students.  In  addition  to  loans,  ESF 
offers  free  college  planning  services  and  $60,000  in 
scholarships. 

"We  at  ESF  believe  that  providing  the  best  con- 
solidation loan  possible  is  just  an  extension  of  our 
dedication  to  making  higher  education  opportuni- 
ties available,"  Smith  said. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  can  contact  ESFs  consoli- 
dation staff  of  professionals  to  discuss  the  advan- 
tages of  converting  from  a  variable  interest  rate  to 
locking  in  a  record  low  interest  rate  for  the  life  of 
their  loan  before  the  rates  go  back  up,  while  choos- 
ing a  repayment  plan  that  best  fits  their  needs. 

To  receive  a  customized  consolidation  packet,  alum- 
ni can  either  contact  ESF  toll-free  at  866-542-8033, 
send  an  e-mail  to  consolidate@esfweb.com  or  visit 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm. 
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Legacy  Fund  Scholarship  Applications 
Available 

The  second  annual  Legacy  Scholars  program  is  underway  and 
applications  are  now  available  for  the  class  of  2005.  In  2004,  the 
Alumni  Association  awarded  five  $  1 ,000  scholarships  to  the  inau- 
gural class  of  Legacy  Scholars.  In  its  first  year,  the  program 
received  more  than  25  applications. 

The  scholarship  program  is  available  to  high  school  seniors 
who  are  children  or  grandchildren  of  a  Southern  Miss  graduate 
who  is  a  life  member  of  the  Alumni  Association  or  an  active  mem- 
ber for  the  immediate  past  10  years.  The  award  is  a  one-time 
$1,000  scholarship,  which  will  be  awarded  based  on  academic 
performance,  extracurricular  activities  and  community  involve- 
ment. To  be  eligible,  candidates  must  enroll  full-time  for  the 
upcoming  fall  semester.  At  least  one  parent  or  grandparent  of  the 
candidate  must  hold  a  degree  from  the  university  and  be  an  active 
member  of  the  Alumni  Association  for  the  immediate  past  10 
years  or  be  a  Life  Member.  Candidates  may  obtain  applications 
at  the  Ogletree  Alumni  House,  the  USM  Foundation,  or  through 
the  university  Admissions  Office  and  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Alumni  Association  office  by  March  15,  2005. 

The  scholarship  endowment  has  continuously  grown  thanks  to 
support  from  the  Shell  Finish  Line  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 
Tournament  held  each  year  at  homecoming  in  conjunction  with 
other  Alumni  Association  events. 

For  more  information  about  the  Legacy  Scholarship,  call  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  601-266-5013  or  visit 
www.  Sou  thernMissAlumni .  com. 


Nitchampburg:  Population  Hundreds 
and  Growing 

With  hundreds  of  Southern  Miss 
basketball  fans  in  attendance,  former 
head  coach  M.K.  Turk  accepted  the 
"Key  to  the  City"  at  the  dedication 
ceremony  of  Nitchampburg, 
Mississippi,  a  first-come,  first-serve 
tenting  and  tailgating  area  for 
Southern  Miss  basketball  games  just 
outside  of  historic  Reed  Green 
Coliseum. 

On  Jan.  11,  before  the  Golden 
Eagles  battled  the  Louisville 
Cardinals  at  the  first  home 
Conference  USA  basketball  game  of 
the  season,  fans  gathered  to  celebrate 
the  opening  of  the  new  tailgating  area  designated  for  Southern  Miss 
basketball.  This  area  was  developed  to  honor  Southern  Miss'  1987 
National  Invitational  Tournament  championship  team,  coached  by 
Turk.  The  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Department  and  the  Alumni 
Association  announced  the  establishment  of  Nitchampburg  in  the 
fall  of  2004. 

During  the  dedication  ceremony,  Turk  and  student  body  president 
Walt  Cain  each  addressed  the  crowd.  Head  Coach  Larry  Eustachy 
also  delivered  his  support,  via  a  previously  recorded  message.  The 
Legacy,  the  student  branch  of  the  Alumni  Association,  helped  host 
the  event  by  serving  drinks  and  motivating  the  crowd  for  the  game. 


Hundreds  gathered  for  the  open- 
ing of  Nitchampburg  in  January. 


Swiss  Alps 
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Interlaken 

An  Exclusive  Education  and  Travel  Experience 
May  25  —June  2,  2005 

Imagine  yourself  amidst  the  spectacular  scenery  of  the  Bernese  Oberland — an  Alpine  wonderland  of 
snow-capped  summits,  crystal-clear  mountain  lakes,  golden  wildflowers  and  green  valleys.  Discover 
Interlaken,  a  city  that  perfectly  combines  unspoiled  scenery  and  cosmopolitan  cultural  comforts.  Ascend 
mountain  peaks,  like  the  Harderkulm,  and  cruise  placid  lakes,  like  the  Thunersee.  Visit  historic  Thun, 
stroll  through  charming  Grindelwald  and  ride  a  mountain  train  to  the  awe-inspiring  Jungfraujoch, 
the  very  Top  of  Europe!  Explore  the  car-free  town  of  Wengen,  the  fairy  tale 
ambiance  of  Lucerne  and  the  medieval  arcades  of  Berne. 


$1,995  per  person,  plus  air,  based  on  double  occupancy. 


For  further  information  please  contact 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 

601-266-5013 
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Hundreds  Attend  Eagle  Landings  in  New  Orleans,  Biloxi 


More  than  150  Golden  Eagle  supporters  gathered  for  an  Eagle  Landing  prior  to  Southern  Miss'  basketball 
contest  with  LSU  in  Biloxi. 


Hundreds  of  Golden  Eagle  fans  joined  the 
Alumni  Association  at  Eagle  Landing  events 
prior  to  the  Wyndham  New  Orleans  Bowl  and 
the  Southern  Miss-LSU  basketball  contest  m 
Biloxi. 

At  the  2004  Southern  Miss  New  Orleans 
Bowl  Blowout  on  Dec.  14  prior  to  the  Golden 
Eagles'  football  contest  with  North  Texas  more 
than  300  Southern  Miss  alumni,  family  and 
friends  transformed  the  top  level  of  the 
Louisiana  Superdome  Parking  Garage  into  a  sea 
of  gold.  Later  that  evening  they  joined  thou- 
sands  more    Golden    Eagle    fans   inside    ihe 


Superdome,  where  Southern  Miss  concluded 
another  winning  season  by  defeating  the  Mean 
Green,  31-10. 

Just  four  days  later,  hundreds  more  enjoyed 
another  Eagle  Landing  at  the  Mississippi  Coast 
Coliseum.  On  Dec.  18,  an  Alumni  Association- 
hosted  pep  rally  featured  food  and  fun  with 
appearances  by  the  Southern  Miss  pep  band, 
Southern  Miss  cheerleaders  and  Seymour.  And, 
just  as  they  had  done  earlier  in  the  week, 
Golden  Eagle  fans  headed  home  happy  with 
another  Southern  Miss  victory  in  the  record 
books,  88-84,  in  overtime. 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS 

Chip  and  Cathy  Loft  in 

Lester  Ray  Potter 

Roy  Len  Russom 

Hugh  Henderson  Pace 

Molly  M.  Grubbs 

Patrick  Brett  McKenzie 

Shona  Kelly 

DeWanda  H.  Martin 

William  J.  Conner 

Kristine  Ludwig  Reiter 

L.  Ann  Sharpe 

Joseph  Martin  Redick 

Jennifer  Crane  White 

Eugene  &  Carolyn  Owens 

Charles  W.  Israel 

Thomas  F.  Frost 

Gregory  and  Tara  Courtney 

Wronal  and  Sue  Simmons 

Clifton  Ray  Adcock 

Erick  L.  Wicklund 

Gene  and  Margaret  Evans 
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Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  recognizes  those  whose 
contributions  of  time  and  financial  means  have  helped  move  Southern  Miss  forward. 
The  nominee  must  have  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  15  years  previously. 


■ 


Nominations  are  being  accepted  through  May  20,  2005.  For  more  information, 

contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu,  or  use 

the  form  located  on  the  alumni  Web  site,  http://www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 


International  Board  of  Directors 

Composed  of  31  alumni,  the  board  is  the  governing  body  for  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

Outstanding  Service  Award 

Given  to  seven  alumni  based  on  their  service  to  the  University. 

Continuous  Service  Award 

Given  to  five  alumni  for  their  long-term  efforts  and 
dedication  to  Southern  Miss. 

Special  Service  Award 

Given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni,  who  have  made  a  significant, 
unique  contribution  to  the  University,  community  or  their  profession. 

Outstanding  Young  Alumnus/ Alumna  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  36  years  or  age  or  younger  who  has  made  contributions 
of  time  and  effort  to  the  University,  community  and  their  profession. 

Meritorious  Service  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  annually  who  has  continued  to  give  ot  their  time  and  talents 

throughout  the  years  to  recognize  outstanding  alumni  support,  professional 

achievement,  loyalty,  and  service  to  the  University. 

Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award 

Given  to  one  individual  annually  who  is  not  an  alum,  but  has  contributed 
greatly  to  the  progress  of  Southern  Miss  throughout  the  years. 
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ATHLETIC 


It  tuts  been  an  up-and-down  season  thus  tar  for  the  Lady  Eagle 
basketball  team  and  sophomore  Deondra  Carter. 


Basketball  Teams  Complete  Non-conference  Slates 

■  The  Southern  Miss  mens  and  women's  basketball  teams  have  completed  the  non-con- 
ference portions  of  their  schedules  and  are  in  the  midst  of  Conference  USA  play. 

The  men's  team,  playing  in  their  first  season  under  Head  Coach  Larry  Eustachy  entered 
their  C-USA  slate  at  9-3  having  won  six  in  a  row  at  one  point.  The  victories  included  a 
thrilling  88-84  overtime  win  over  LSU  in  Biloxi. 

While  the  Southern  Miss  roster  is  full  of  newcomers  to  the  squad  it  was  a  pair  of  veter- 
an Golden  Eagles  who  led  the  team  in  the  scoring  column  during  the  early  portion  of  the 
season. 

Entering  the  C-USA  opener  with  UAB  on  Jan.  5,  Jasper  Johnson  led  the  team  with  aver- 
ages of  17.6  points  and  7.8  rebounds  per  game,  and  Jarekus  Singleton  was  adding  12.0 
points  and  4.3  rebounds  a  game.  Newcomer  Rashaad  Carruth  also  was  in  double  figures 
with  10.2  points  a  game  entering  that  contest. 

The  men's  team  still  has  several  important  Conference  USA  contests  remaining  on  the 
schedule,  including  meetings  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum  with  Houston  (Feb.  12),  Memphis 
(Feb.  19)  and  TCU  (March  5). 

Like  their  male  counterparts  the  women's  team  also  showed  signs  of  promise  during  the 
non-conference  schedule.  Southern  Miss,  under  first-year  Head  Coach  Joye  Lee-McNelis, 
entered  C-USA  play  5-7  following  a  victory  over  Southeastern  Louisiana. 

Led  by  a  host  of  freshmen  and  sophomores,  the  Lady  Eagles  have  been  competitive 
despite  their  youth.  Entering  conference  play  on  Jan.  7,  freshman  Shannon  Stueber  was 
tops  on  the  team  averaging  14.4  points  per  game.  Sophomores  Deondra  Carter  and  Dianca 
Jones  ranked  second  and  third,  respectively,  in  that  category.  Carter  was  averaging  12.3 
points  per  game,  while  Jones  averaged  9.3,  including  a  career  high  24  points  versus 
Southeastern  Louisiana.  Sophomore  Kimberly  Rigg  was  leading  the  team  with  an  average 
of  7.0  rebounds  per  game. 

The  Lady  Eagles  have  a  host  of  C-USA  games  remaining  on  their  schedule,  including 
home  contests  with  UAB  (Feb.  11)  and  South  Florida  (Feb.  13). 

For  more  on  the  Southern  Miss  basketball  teams,  visit  www.SouthemMiss.com. 


Southern  Miss  Closes  Football  Season  on  a 
Winning  Note 

■  Southern  Miss  made  its  third-consecutive  bowl  appearance  a  good 
one,  defeating  North  Texas,  31-10,  as  it  won  a  bowl  game  for  the  first 
time  since  defeating  TCU,  28-21,  in  2000  GMAC  Bowl. 

With  the  win  in  the  Wyndham  New  Orleans  Bowl,  Southern  Miss 
closed  out  the  season  with  a  7-5  record,  marking  the  university's  11th- 
straight  winning  season. 

Senior  Michael  Boley  was  named  the  game's  MVP,  finishing  with  eight 
tackles,  three  tackles  for  loss  and  two  sacks.  With  his  three  tackles  for 
loss,  Boley  closed  out  his  Southern  Miss  career  with  59.5  tackles  for  loss, 
which  ranks  second  in  school  history.  His  two  sack  performance  gave 
him  27  for  his  career,  which  also  ranks  second  in  school  history. 

Golden  Eagle  quarterback  Dustin  Almond  finished  with  247  passing 
yards,  his  second  highest  total  of  the  season,  as  he  completed  16-of-30 
attempts.  Almond  now  has  nine  200-yard  passing  performances  in  his 
career,  which  ranks  fourth-best  in  the  school's  history. 

Anthony  Harris  finished  the  game  with  14  carries  for  104  yards. 
For  the  New  Orleans  Bowl  in  pictures,  turn  to  a  special  edition  of  Snapshots 
on  Page  52. 

Michael  Boley  returned  an  interception  62  yards  for  a  touchdown  to  help  seal  a  31-10 
Golden  Eagle  victory. 
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Jay  Hopson 


Jay  Johnson 


Football  Names  New  Coordinators 

Southern  Miss  Head  Football  Coach  Jeff  Bower 
has  announced  that  Jay  Johnson  will  be  the  new 
Golden  Eagles'  offensive  coordinator  and  Jay  Hopson 
will  be  the  new  defensive  coordinator. 

Johnson  is  in  his  second  season  on  the  Southern 
Miss  staff  and  was  the  Golden  Eagles'  running  backs 
coach  during  the  2004  campaign.  In  2003,  Johnson 
coached  the  tight  ends. 

"Jay  Johnson  has  really  done  a  good  job  for  us  — 
both  as  our  tight  ends  coach  and  as  our  running 
backs  coach  last  season,"  Bower  said.  "He  is  a  very 
sharp,  young  football  coach  who  is  also  an  outstand- 
ing recruiter.  I  have  all  the  confidence  in  him  to  lead 
this  offense." 

Johnson  has  extensive  coaching  experience  and 
knowledge  of  several  positions,  including  quarter- 
back, receivers,  defensive  backs,  running  backs  and  tight  ends. 

Johnson  has  honed  his  coaching  skills  at  a  variety  of  levels  and 
schools.  He  started  his  coaching  career  at  Columbia-Hickman  HS  in 

1993,  before  moving  to  Missouri  as  a  graduate  assistant  coach  in 

1994.  He  later  went  to  Augsburg  College,  serving  as  the  schools  offen- 
sive coordinator  and  recruitment  coordinator  from  1994-95,  before 
moving  to  that  same  position  at  Truman  State  from  1995-97.  He 
directed  Truman  States  offense  to  an  average  of  more  than  30  points 
and  400  yards  a  game  during  the  1995  and  1996  seasons. 

He  served  as  a  graduate  assistant  at  Kansas  from  1997-99  and 
became  its  quarterbacks  coach  in  1999,  serving  in  that  role  until  2001, 
when  he  moved  to  coach  running  backs  and  coached  in  that  role 
before  arriving  at  Southern  Miss. 

A  former  Southern  Miss  defensive  assistant,  Hopson  makes  his 
return  to  the  Golden  Eagles  after  serving  one  season  as  the  defensive 
backs  coach  at  his  alma  mater,  Ole  Miss. 

"Jay  Hopson  has  coached  here  before,  and  he  is  a  very  knowledge- 
able coach  who  did  an  outstanding  job,"  Bower  said.  "That  will  allow 
us  to  have  some  continuity  with  our  defensive  scheme." 

Prior  to  becoming  the  defensive  backs  coach  at  Ole  Miss,  Hopson 
had  served  three  years  as  the  defensive  backs  coach  at  Southern  Miss 
(2001-2003). 

Hopson  first  joined  the  Southern  Miss  staff  following  the  2000  sea- 
son, after  spending  five  years  at  Marshall  University  as  the  defensive 
backs  coach.  The  Thundering  Herd  won  four-straight  Mid-American 
Conference  championships  and  made  four-straight  appearances  in  the 
Motor  City  Bowl,  winning  three  of  those.  Marshall  also  won  a  nation- 
al championship  in  its  last  year  of  NCAA  I-AA  competition  in  1996. 

Hopson's  coaching  career  started  as  a  graduate  assistant  at  Tulane 
and  has  included  stops  at  LSU,  Florida  and  Marshall  before  coming 
to  Southern  Miss.  While  at  Florida,  the  Gators  won  the  Southeastern 
Conference  championship  and  played  for  the  national  champi- 
onship. While  at  LSU,  the  Tigers  led  the  Southeastern  Conference  in 
total  defense. 
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NO.  77 
DALLAS  COWBOYS 

a  die  Cowboys  signed  Torrin  Tucker  as  a  roo 
e  agent  in  2003,  he  was  considered  one  of  the  top  c 
jiate  offensive  linemen  in  the  country  to  go  withou 
aft  pick.  Completing  his  second  year  with  the  te< 
has  earned  his  position  as  offensive  linen 
,&n  hard  work  and  determination.  He  advanced  to 
active  roster  on  Oct.  1,  2003,  allowing  him  to  comp 
during  the  2003  season.  Tucker  made  his  NFL  debut 
the  Washington  Redskins.  He  earned  his  first  NFL 
Thanksgiving  Day  against  Miami  on  Nov.  27, 2003 
i  uelped  provide  Quincy  Carter  time  to  throw  for  288 
I*  At  6  feet  6  inches  and  329  pounds.  Tucker  has  the 
ity  to  play  multiple  positions  and  provide  the 
ys  with  depth  all  along  their  offensive  line. 
ur-year  starter  at  Souuhern  Miss,  Tucker  was  regard- 
one  of  the  premier  trap  blockers  in  the  nation.  He 
every  game  at  right  guard  his  senior  year,  playing 
olden  Eagle  offensive  line  that  helped  Southern  Miss 
e.  3323  yards  per  game.  For  his  efforts,  he  earned 
nference  L*SA  honors.  In  his  junior  year,  he  start- 
ry  game  at  right  guard,  helping  the  offense  average 
yards  per  game  and  was  selected  to  the  Football 
All-Conference  USA  first  team.  As  a  sophomore,  he 
every  game,  seeing  action  at  both  right  tackle  and 
ard.  As  a  freshman.  Tucker  appeared  in  nine  games 
u ted  in  five  games.  He  was  redshirted  as  a  true 
m  in  19< 
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EAGLE 


Baltimore  Raven  Star  Adalius  Thomas  Headlines 
Grand  Time  Field 

This  event  will  honor  Adalius  Thomas  and  will  create  the  Adalius 
Thomas  Football  Endowment  at  Southern  Miss.  Numerous  celebrities, 
including  many  of  our  current  NFL  players,  as  well  as  past  Southern  Miss 
football  legends  like  Sammy  Winder  and  Reggie  Collier,  are  expected  to 
attend.  For  those  staying  at  the  beautiful  Grand  Casino  Biloxi  hotels  rooms 
are  available  for  $79  -  the  rate  is  good  Friday  through  Monday  night, 
February  25  -  28,  2005.  For  those  staying  at  the  hotel  a  Sunday  practice 
round  at  the  Grand  Bear  is  available  for  only  $79.  Additionally,  spa  and 
show  packages  are  also  available  for  each  guest. 

The  first  official  event  will  be  our  celebrity  social  at  the  Grand 
Casino  Biloxi  on  Sunday  evening,  February  27,  2005.  As  in  the  past, 
the  Grand  Casino  Biloxi  will  host  the  silent  auction  social,  which  will 
feature  numerous  celebrities  including  Adalius,  and  many  of  our  cur- 
rent NFL  players  who  will  be  his  guests.  Additionally  our  coaching 
staffs  and  former  NFL  greats  will  be  present.  The  evening  social  will 
include  heavy  hors  d'oeuvres  and  an  open  bar.  On  Monday,  the  Grand 
Bear  will  host  our  celebrity  golf  event.  Due  to  the  anticipated  size  of 
the  field,  we  will  tee  off  at  10  a.m.  Last  years  event  raised  $22,000  for 
football  and  golf  endowments.  For  room  reservations,  call  1-800-694- 
2202  and  ask  for  the  Southern  Miss  Grand  Time  rate.  Please  note,  you 
do  need  to  play  in  the  golf  tournament  to  participate.  Tickets  for  the 
Sunday  evening  social  will  be  available. 

For  further  information  on  this  years  event  contact  the  Eagle  Club 
at  601-266-5299. 


Last  year,  Tony  Doi  sett,  formerly  of  the  Dallas  Cowboys,  helped  honor  Sammy 
Winder.  From  left  are:  Coach  Jeff  Bower,  Gary  Parr,  Tony  Dorsett,  Steve  Nelson, 
Gene  Gibson  and  Kevin  Giddis. 


From  left  are:  Harvey  Barton,  Bud  Brown  (Miami  Dolphins),  Roger  Cameron,  Tony 
Dorsett,  Geoge  Birdrow  and  Freelan  Clark. 


Circle  of  Champions 

John  and  Gayle  Lee  of  Hattiesburg  have  joined  the  prestigious 
Circle  of  Champions  program  committing  $100,000  over  the  next 
10  years  to  Southern  Miss  Athletics.  Though  the  primary  purpose 
remains  facility  enhancements,  donors  may  now  distribute  funds 
throughout  the  Athletic  Foundation.  For  additional  information 
contact  the  Eagle  Club  601-266-5299. 

Toyota  of  Hattiesburg  Recognized  in  TIME 
Magazine 

Long  time  supporters  and  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Athletics 
Transportation  Team,  Max  and  son  Alton  Pierce  were  recognized  for 
having  received  the  Toyotas  President's  Award  for  the  sixth  year  - 
and  in  recognition  of  their  support  had  a  full  page  endorsement  in 
TIME  magazine. 

Longtime  Eagle  Club  Member  Ronnie  Davis  Turns 
Chance  into  Winnings 

Ronnie  Davis,  longtime  Eagle 
Club  member  and  Southern 
Miss  sports  fan  turned  chance 
into  winnings  when  he  won  the 
raffle  for  the  1948  Ford  truck 
donated  by  Richard  Johnston. 
The  truck  raffle  raised  in  excess 
of  $20,000  with  the  money 
being  donated  to  the  1958  foot- 
ball team  endowment.  To 
honor  this  effort  Richard  Giannini,  director  of  athletics,  formerly  rec- 
ognized Paul  Rimes  for  his  tremendous  efforts  in  selling  the  raffle  tick- 
ets and  Richard  Johnston  for  donating  the  truck  at  the  California  foot- 
ball game. 


Doyle,  Molleston  Combine  to  Make  Carpenter 
Event  a  Smashing  Success 

Tremendous  celebrity  participation  high- 
lighted another  successful  fund-raising  effort 
designed  to  fully  endow  our  golf  scholarship 
program  at  Southern  Miss.  Champions  Tour 
star  Allen  Doyle  was  joined  this  year  by  Ray 
Guy,  who  was  recently  inducted  into  the 
College   Football   Hall   of  Fame,   Sammy 
Winder,    who    was    inducted    into    the 
Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame,  coaches  Ray 
Perkins  and  Bobby  Collins  and  former  stars 
Bud  Brown  and  Reggie  Collier.  This  marks     Rav  GuV 
Allen's  fifth  appearance  in  Hattiesburg  to  honor  Hattiesburg  legend 
James  Ray  Carpenter,  a  former  President  of  the  PGA  of  America  and 
a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame. 

This  year's  tournament  was  hosted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mike 
Molleston,  and  with  Allen  Doyle  now  representing  Adam's  Golf,  the 
Adam's  Golf  Company  has  assumed  the  role  of  secondary  sponsor 
and  provided  numerous  prizes.  Additional  Patron  sponsors  includ- 
ed Coca-Cola,  Stokes  Distributing 
Company,  The  Palace  Casino  Resort, 
The  Grand  Casino  Biloxi,  Petro 
Automotive  Group,  Hawthorn 
Suites,  the  Golf  Shoppe  and 
Outback  Steakhouse.     This  year  we 

were  able  to  add  over  $35,000  to 
From  left  are  Lee  Trevino,  James  Ray 
Carpenter  and  Allen  Doyle.  the  10  golf  scholarships. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow 
Golden  Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to 
The  Talon,  please  send  your  information  to 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association, 
118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39406,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  or  post  it 
online  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  other- 
wise noted. 


IKIE  ETHRIDGE  '51,  '60,  73  retired  from 
education  and  public  service  in  1992,  after 
serving  her  community  for  42  years.  Ethridge 
held  many  rewarding  positions  during  her 
career,  including  teacher,  bus  driver,  coach, 
principal,  superintendent  and  academic  dean, 
among  others. 

MARY  JAYNE   MYERS-RUNYAN    56,    69, 

70,  71  is  presently  an  adjunct  professor  at 
Western  New  Mexico  University  and  received 
the  1997-98  PACE  New  Mexico  Award. 

DR.  H1LDEGARD  M.  REYNOLDS  '57  was 

inducted  into  the  Alabama  Nursing  Hall  of 
Fame  in  2003. 

RAYMOND  C.  STOKES  '57  shot  a  score  of  69 
on  a  Par  70  course  at  Lakeview  Golf  Course  in 
Meridian.  The  score  is  four  shots  better  than  his 
age  of  73. 

HOWARD  E.  FLETCHER  '59  has  been 
inducted  into  the  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  for 
Escambia  High  School  of  Pensacola,  Fla. 
Fletcher  coached  the  mens  state  championship 
golf  team  in  1963  and  four  women's  state 
championship  golf  teams  from  1962-65. 


MARILYN  G.  GRAHAM  '60  retired  from 
Great  Southern  National  Bank  on  Aug.  31, 
2004  after  more  than  42  years  of  service. 

DONALD  L.  JORDAN  '60  was  named  Jones 
County  Junior  College  Honor  Alumnus  for 
2004. 

KEN  POUNCEY  '61  was  named  to  the 
Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  for  East  Central 
Community  College,  where  he  served  as  head 
football  coach  for  15  years. 


IRVIN  CUEVAS  '67,  a  producer/writer  for 
KABC-TV  in  Los  Angeles,  is  serving  as 
adjunct  professor  in  broadcast  journalism  at 
the  University  of  Southern  California  and 
California  State  University  -  Fullerton, 
where  he  is  pursuing  a  master's  degree  in 
communications. 

MARGARET  LOESCH  '68  served  as  the  co- 
producer  for  the  movie,  "Benji:  Off  the  Leash." 


NANCY  KAY  WESSMAN  70,  founding  mem- 
ber and  past  president  of  National  Public 
Health  Information  Coalition,  received  a  plaque 
at  the  NPHIC  annual  meeting,  commemorating 
her  "longstanding  support  and  service  to  the 
organization  and  ongoing  effort  to  'make  public 
health  public.'" 

MIKE  DIKEMAN  71  has  been  named  list  pro- 
cessing manager  and  database  marketing  ana- 
lyst at  Oxmoor  House,  a  division  of  Southern 
Progress  Corporation. 

ROBERT  T  JACKSON  SR.  71  was  appointed 
by  Forrest  County  supervisors  to  serve  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  Forrest  General  Hospital 
in  Hattiesburg  as  an  at-large  member.  Jackson 
has  been  practicing  law  for  38  years. 

DEBBIE  FORTE  MALONE  72  has  a  shop  in 
Oak  Grove  called  Reflections,  where  she  works 
on  stained  glass  projects  and  sells  antiques  and 
collectibles.  Malone  also  owns  and  operates 
University  Mini  Storage  on  West  Fourth  Street 
in  Hattiesburg. 

FLO  WITTE  72  principal  of  Bluegrass  Editonal 
Services  Team,  LLC,  became  immediate  past 
president  of  the  5,000-member  American 
Medical  Writers  Association  for  2004-2005  at 
the  organizations  annual  meeting  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  She  served  as  president  of  the  organization 
in  2003-2004. 

BOBBY  DEWS  73  has  been  elected  2004- 
2005  chairman  of  the  board  of  Mississippi 
Manufacturers  Association. 

NANCY  PRICE  73,  '80  was  selected  to  be  a 
regional  alumnae  director  for  Chi  Omega 
Fraternity,  covering  the  southeast  states  of 
Florida,  Alabama  and  Georgia.  In  this  position, 
Price  serves  as  a  liaison  between  headquarters 
and  alumnae  groups  throughout  the  region 
and  acts  as  a  facilitator  at  national  conventions. 
For  a  two-year  term,  she  will  serve  in  this  posi- 


tion, which  is  one  of  eight  nationwide.  Price 
has  also  retired  from  IBM  and  begun  a  second 
career  in  real  estate  with  Coldwell  Banker  JME 
Realty  in  Pensacola,  Fla. 

CAROL    ANN    CRAPPS    DRANE    74    of 

Madison  was  selected  for  the  Ronald  Award, 
which  is  given  to  the  volunteer  of  the  year  by 
the  Ronald  McDonald  House  Charities  of 
Jackson. 

DR.  DAVID  GREEN  76  has  associated  with 
Shelly  Klein,  M.D.,  at  Cornerstone  Pediatrics, 
PC,  in  Prescott,  Ariz. 

RUSSELL  LEE  BENNETT  79. 

'83  has  earned  a  doctorate  degree 
in  philosophy  with  honors  in  pub- 
lic policy  and  administration  from 
Jackson  State  University.  Bennett  is 
a  tenure-track  assistant  professor  with  the  JSU 
Department  of  Healthcare  Administration,  under 
the  College  of  Public  Service.  He  is  also  the  chief 
executive  officer  and  owner  of  his  own  consult- 
ing business,  Professional  Health  Services 
Consultants  Inc.,  and  works  part  time  in  the 
emergency  department  at  Central  Mississippi 
Medical  Center.  (PHOTO) 

MARILYN  WEAKLEY  79  announces  the 
Sept.  17,  2003  birth  of  her  first  grandchild 
Dorian  Simone  Weakley. 


COL.  MICHAEL  CLINTON  CLOY  '80  took 

command  of  the  5th  Brigade,  87th  Division  for 
the  First  U.S.  Army  in  Ft.  Jackson.  S.C 

NANCY  DRAUGHN  '80  has  been  promoted 
to  vice  president,  executive  creative  director  at 
Javelin  Direct,  a  direct  marketing  agency  in 
Irving,  Texas. 

PHILLIP  E.  HINESLEY  '80  was  recently  elect- 
ed chairman  of  the  Coastal  States  Organization. 
The  CSO  has  offices  in  Washington.  DC.  and 
represents  the  governors  of  the  nations'  35 
coastal  states,  commonwealths  and  territones 
on  legislative  issues  and  policy  issues  relating 
to  the  sound  management  of  coastal.  ^  ... 
Lakes  and  ocean  resources.  Hmesley  is 
employed  by  the  Alabama  Department  of 
Conservation  and  Natural  Resources. 

STEVE  PURVIS  "80  received  his  real  estate 
license  in  2003  and  is  working  for  First  Realty 
Inc.  in  Yicksbur^. 
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FRANCIS  LINENBERGER  '81  remarried  on  Aug.  5,  2003 
and  retired  on  Oct.  1,  2003  after  serving  53  years  with  the 
Veterans  Administration  of  the  Civil  Service. 

FRANK  SIDOROWICZ  '82  was  appointed  as  the  TL  9000 
program  manager  for  TUV  America,  of  Danvers,  Mass. 
(www.TUVamerica.com).  Sidorowicz  will  be  responsible  for  all 
TL  9000  activities  throughout  the  NAFTA  region. 

JIM"  WILD  '82  joined  Union  Planters  Bank  as  credit  officer  at 
the  bank's  Hattiesburg  location. 

TOMMYE  DALE  FAVRE  '83,  '85,  a  talent  management 
supervisor  for  Mississippi  Power  Co.,  has  been  selected  by 
Gov.  Haley  Barbour  to  head  the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Employment  Security. 

SHEILA  A.  SKIPPER  '83,  '85  is  working  as 
the  director  of  communications  for  the 
Mississippi  Manufacturers  Association. 
(PHOTO) 

BRUCE  THOMPSON  '83,  '89  was  inducted 
into  the  Huntsville-Madison  County  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  at 
its  12th  induction  banquet.  Thompson  was  a  Golden  Eagle 
punter  from  1979  to  1982. 

SYLVIA  STRICKLAND  BLACKWELL  '84  is  on  family 
leave  from  the  clergy  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Blackwell  is  the  co-owner  of  the  Pilates  Place  of  Mississippi 
LLC,  located  in  Madison  and  Jackson.  She  and  her  husband, 
Bishop,  have  two  children,  Seth,  10,  and  Blythe,  5. 

CHERYL  BEESON  JOHNSON  '84  has  been  named  com- 
munity bank  president  and  senior  vice  president  of  Union 
Planters  Bank's  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  division. 

EMILE  KOURY  JR.  '84  has  been  promoted  to  senior  vice 
president  for  Hancock  Bank. 

TIM  HANBERRY  '85  has  been  promoted  to  director  of  mar- 
keting for  Merchants  Foodservice  of  Hattiesburg. 

FRANK  GLENN  '86  completed  a  Ph.D.  in  physical  therapy 
in  July  2004.  Glenn  is  stationed  at  the  Keesler  Air  Force  Base 
in  Biloxi. 

MAJ.  MICHAEL  K.  MAJOR  '86,  an  evaluator  aircraft  com- 
mander for  the  Air  Force  Reserve  Command's  317th  Airlift 
Squadron,  was  selected  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant colonel. 

JAMES  BOARDMAN  '87  has  been  hired  as  an  assistant  pro- 
fessor for  the  information  technology  department  in  the 
School  of  Management  and  Engineering  Technology  at  Alfred 
State  College  in  New  York. 

WENDY  GRUBE  '87  has  opened  a  new  business,  Wendy 
Oaks  RV  Resort,  and  serves  as  the  owner  and  president  of  the 
company,  which  is  located  next  to  a  seven-acre  lake  at  4160 
Hwy  49  South. 


Major  General  Completing  His  17th  Assignment  with 
U.S.  Air  Force 

Major  General  Michael  W  Peterson  74,  '83  who 
earned  this  rank  July  1,  2004,  is  serving  as  deputy  com- 
mander for  Global  Strike  and  Air  Component 
Coordination  Element  Director,  Strategic  Air  Forces,  Air 
Combat  Command,  Offutt  Air  Force  Base,  Neb.  He  is  the 
on-scene  representative  and  adviser  to  the  commander  of 
U.S.  Strategic  Command,  for  U.S.  Air  Force  forces  pro- 
viding global  strike,  global  intelligence,  surveillance  and 
reconnaissance,  space  and  missile  operations,  information  operations  and 
computer  network  operations.  STRATAF  is  responsible  for  integrating  the 
unique,  combat-ready  capabilities  of  U.S.  Air  Force  into  a  global  striking 
force  for  the  combatant  commanders. 

General  Peterson  entered  the  Air  Force  in  1974  as  a  distinguished  gradu- 
ate of  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  ROTC  program.  He  directed 
Air  Force  communications  supporting  the  air  war  over  Serbia  and  no-fly 
zone  operations  over  southern  Iraq.  He  commanded  a  space  operations 
group  and  served  on  the  Joint  Staff  in  a  space  operations  advisory  capacity. 
Later,  General  Peterson  was  assigned  to  two  major  commands  as  director  of 
communications  and  information  systems.  Prior  to  his  current  assignment, 
he  commanded  the  81st  Training  Wing,  Keesler  Air  Force  Base  in 
Mississippi. 

Whiddon  Adds  a  New  Line  of  Success 

Cingular  Wireless  has  named  Laren  Whiddon  '84  as  vice  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  markets,  which  is  a  part  of 
the  company's  new  Central  Region.  Whiddon  is  one  of  27  to  be  named  to 
this  position,  which  is  a  part  of  a  new  leadership  team  after  the  merger  with 
AT&T  Wireless. 

Whiddon,  who  held  the  same  title  before  the  merger,  will  continue  to  be 
responsible  for  Cingular's  operations  in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  and  will 
oversee  all  business  and  financial  matters  for  the  designated  markets  in  his 
region,  which  now  includes  the  AT&T  Wireless  operations. 

Whiddon  began  his  career  as  a  consultant  for  Ernst  &  Young  and  has  held 
various  general  management  and  executive  finance  positions  with  BellSouth 
Cellular  Corporation  and  Los  Angeles  Cellular  Telephone  Company.  He  will 
reside  with  his  wife  and  two  daughters  in  Chicago,  111. 

Warren  Knows  what  to  Expect  when  Expecting 

Angie  Warren  '93,  owner  of  the  Brookhaven,  Miss., -based  store 
Expectations,  was  featured  on  the  cover  of  the  July  2004  issue  of  Kids  Today, 
a  newsmagazine  for  the  infant  and  juvenile  industries. 

The  magazine  published  an  interview  with  Warren  concerning  her  spe- 
cialty infant  and  maternity  store.  She  originally  opened  Expectations  as  a 
store  selling  maternity  clothes  when  she  was  expecting  her  first  child. 

"The  thing  that  makes  us  so  different  is  that  we  have  all  the  different 
aspects  for  the  expecting  mom,"  Warren  told  Kids  Today. 

Expectations  attracts  customers  from  across  Mississippi  and  surrounding 
states.  In  August  2004,  Warren  opened  a  second  Expectations  store  in 
Hattiesburg. 
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CHIP  LOFTIN  88  and  CATHY  LOFTIN  '99 

announce  the  Feb.  6,  2004  birth  of  their  son 
Nicholas  Giles,  who  is  also  welcomed  by  big 
brother  Jack.  Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are  J. 
SCOTT  ROBERTSON  '66  and  the  late  Judy 
Robertson. 

THOMAS  EMBREY  '89  and  his  wife,  Malinda, 
announce  the  Feb.  19,  2004  birth  of  their 
daughter  Julia  Elise. 

MARCUS  R.  ROBINSON  '89  has  been  pro- 
moted to  senior  vice  president  of  commercial 
lending  at  Union  Planters  Bank. 

a  |  SCOTT  SLEDGE,  CHA  '89  has 
been  elected  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Hotel  &  Lodging 
Association  for  2004-2005  for  a 
second  term.  The  MH&LA  is  the 
leading  trade  association  representing  the 
Lodging  Industry  in  Mississippi.  (PHOTO) 

CAROLYN   "C.J."  TENNANT  '89,   '90  has 

been  transferred  to  the  Mortgage  Finance 
Division  as  the  specialized  residential  mortgage 
lender  at  the  Gulfport  downtown  branch. 


LANDON  WOODALL  '90  has  been  promoted 
to  city  president  of  AmSouth  Bank  in 
McComb. 

DOROTHY  BENNETT  '91  is  president  of  the 
Okfuskee  County  Cattlemen  Association  and  seed 
stock  producer  of  registered  and  purebred  Black 
Brangus  Cattle.  Bennett  is  also  a  co-owner  of  the 
Last  Chance  Ranch  with  her  husband  James. 

BRUCE  LEYBOURNE  '91  founded 
Geostream  Consulting  and  serves  as  the  presi- 
dent/marketing director,  specializing  in  soft- 
ware development  for  geospatial  solutions  and 
creating  inputs  for  climate  modeling. 

REBECCA  VONGILLERN  '91  announces  the 
June  6,  2003  birth  of  her  son  Alexander 
Swanson.  Rebecca  works  at  home  part  time  as 
a  freelance  developmental  editor  for  college 
textbooks. 

KIM  COMPTON  '92  has  been  named  the 
director  of  the  Center  for  Tourism  and 
Economic  Development  Research  at  Southern 
Miss'  Gulf  Coast  campus. 


David  Ginn  is  the  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  Charleston  Regional  Development 
Alliance,  a  full  service,  professional  economic 
development  organization  representing  the  South 
Carolina  counties  of  Berkeley,  Charleston  and 
Dorchester,  with  a  combined  population  of 
560,000.  The  area  features  the  fourth-largest 
container  port  in  the  country  in  Charleston,  a 
strong  health  care  industry  and  is  a  top  tourist 
destination  for  travelers  from  across  the  United 
States.  Under  his  direction,  the  Alliance  has 
assisted  hundreds  of  companies  with  competitive 
expansion  or  relocation  projects,  and  has  driven 
a  new  marketing  strategy  for  broadening  and  deepening  the  region's  knowl- 
edge-intensive sectors. 

Undoubtedly,  he  and  his  organization  are  a  success.  Most  assuredly,  howev- 
er, he  is  not  satisfied,  and  as  long  as  David  Ginn  is  president  and  CEO  of  the 
Alliance,  neither  will  it  be. 

"My  goal  is  to  help  give  every  citizen  in  our  region  the  opportunity  to  obtain 
a  good  job,  with  the  average  wages  in  our  three-county  region  rising  to  at  least 
the  national  average,"  Ginn  said. 

Ginn's  business  philosophy  is  that  clients  are  the  most  essential  aspect  of  a 
business  because  they  drive  the  economic  development  process.  He  says  that 
maintaining  communication  with  the  client,  through  an  honest  relationship, 
listening  and  paying  attention  to  detail,  is  what  makes  his  organization  an 
important  economic  catalyst  for  the  region. 

"Clients  drive  the  economic  development  process,"  Ginn  said.  "Listening 
well  sets  us  apart  from  the  competition." 

Leading  by  example,  Ginn  encourages  his  co-workers  to  regularly  ask 
clients  and  consultants  what  they  need  and  want  and  then  make  the  plans  to 
deliver.  This  type  of  leadership  has  led  the  Alliance  to  assist  hundreds  of  com- 
panies with  competitive  expansion  or  relocation  projects,  and  has  driven  a 
new  marketing  strategy  for  broadening  and  deepening  the  region's  knowl- 
edge-intensive sectors. 

Ginn  called  his  Southern  Miss  education  -  he  earned  a  bachelors  degree  in 
economics  and  international  business  in  1984  -  the  "perfect  background"  for 
his  career  in  economic  development.  At  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  Ginn  served  as  president  of  Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity,  and  was 
involved  in  many  other  ways  on  campus. 

Following  graduation,  Ginn  enhanced  his  professional  experience  with  eco- 
nomic development  and  marketing  positions  in  Atlanta  and  Savannah,  Ga.  He 
also  studied  abroad  at  the  London  School  of  Economics.  His  career  with  the 
Alliance  began  as  the  executive  vice  president  and  project  director.  He  was 
named  CEO  in  2000.  One  of  the  professional  accomplishments  that  Ginn  is 
most  proud  of  is  his  certification  as  economic  developer.  He  said  that  this 
honor  was  due  to  extensive  preparation  and  years  of  experience. 

Supplementing  his  qualifications,  Ginn  is  affiliated  with  the  International 
Economic  Development  Council,  the  South  Carolina  Economic  Developers 
Association  and  CoreNet  Global. 

Ginn's  connection  to  Southern  Miss  begins  with  his  family.  He  is  the  nephew 
of  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas,  former  president  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  for  25  years,  and  Ginn  considers  him  to  be  a  mentor. 

"In  early  childhood,  my  mother  and  father  taught  me  values  and  how  to 
learn,"  Ginn  said.  "Dr.  Aubrey  and  Ella  Lucas  were  both'  very  influential  as 
well.  Dr.  Lucas  was  like  a  second  father;  he  taught  me  through  his  actions  and 
classic  style.  Growing  up  in  Atlanta  there  was  not  a  year  when  we  did  not  go 
to  the  Lucas'  house  for  Thanksgiving  or  Christmas." 

While  his  work  with  the  Alliance  provides  him  with  tremendous  career  sat- 
isfaction, Ginn  says  that  his  best  decision  in  life  was  marrying  his  wife,  Jean 
Marie,  in  December  1993. 

"Marrying  my  wife,  Jean  Marie,  is  definitely  at  the  top  of  the  list."  he  said. 
"However,  accepting  the  offer  to  relocate  from  Savannah  to  Charleston  m  April 
of  1993  to  manage  the  Trident  Economic  Development  Authority  (predeces- 
sor of  the  Charleston  Regional  Development  Alliance)  was  one  of  my  best 
business  and  career  decisions." 

A  native  of  Atlanta,  Ginn  and  his  wife  reside  in  Mount  Pleasant.  S.C.,  with 
their  two  children,  Catherine  and  Davis. 

"Raising  two  happy,  productive,  faith-filled  children  is  an  important  goal  for 
our  family,"  he  added. 
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"Cool  Hand  in  a  Hot  Fire" 

Dave  Diamond 

112  pages,  paperback,  $14.95 

Sid  Davison  Jr.  '58,  writing  as  Dave  Diamond, 
completed  his  seventh  book,  "Cool  Hand  in  a 
Hot  Fire." 

A  chronicle  of  life  on  the  nickel,  this  novel  is 

full  of  danger  and  misadventures,  skullduggery 

and  romance.   It's  packed  with  talk — clever, 

rough,  and  real — quite  real.  Meanwhile  there  are 

laughs  and  tears,  and  a  strong,  compassionate 

awareness   of  the   humanity  to   be   found   on 

Southern  California  city  streets. 

Davison  was  a  member  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega  fraternity  while  at 

Southern  Miss,  where  he  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  journalism 

and  history.  Currently,  he  is  a  professor  of  journalism  at  Black  Hills 

State  University  in  Spearfish,  S.D. 

Published  by  Fithian  Publishing,  a  division  Daniel  and  Daniel 
Publishing  of  California,  the  novel  is  available  at  Amazon.com  and 
bookstores  everywhere. 

"Eric  Voegelin's  Dialogue  with  the  Postmoderns: 

Searching  for  Foundations" 

Peter  A.  Petrakis  '91  and  Cecil  L.  Eubanks 

208  pages,  $37.50 

Edited  with  an  introduction  by  Peter  A. 
Petrakis  and  Cecil  L.  Eubanks,  this  collection 
of  essays  endeavors  to  generate  a  dialogue 
between  Eric  Voegelin  and  other  prominent 
20th-century  thinkers  and  explore  some  of 
the  more  perplexing  issues  in  contemporary 
political  theory.  Each  essay  rests  on  the 
underlying  question:  is  it  possible  or  desir- 
able to  construct  or  discover  political  founda- 
tions without  resorting  to  metaphysical  or  essentialist  constructs? 
The  introduction  focuses  on  the  two  19th-century  thinkers, 
Nietzsche  and  Husserl,  who  have  framed  the  debate  about  moder- 
nity and  postmodernity;  thereafter  the  book  examines  Voegelin's 
ideas  as  compared  to  those  of  other  20th-century  thinkers. 

Discussed  within  the  volume  are  Levinas  and  the  precedence  of 
ethics,  Ricoeur's  theory  of  narrative  representation,  Deleuze  and  the 
philosophy  of  immanence,  Voegelin's  relationship  to  a  speech-  dimen- 
sion theory  of  human  behavior,  and  Patocka's  theory  of  pre-  meta- 
physical transcendence  in  Socrates.  What  will  impress  scholars  most 
about  this  collection  is  the  provocative  dialogue  created  between 
Voegelin  and  other  major  thinkers  of  postmodernism  that  addresses 
the  issue  of  establishing  foundations  without  foundationalism. 


?^C/l. 

Petrakis  is  currently  an  associate  professor  of  history  and  political 
science  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  State  University  in  Hammond,  La. 

"Eric  Voegelin's  Dialogue  with  the  Postmoderns"  is  available  at  local 
bookstores  or  directly  from  the  University  of  Missouri  Press. 

Sports  Illustrator  Featured  in  Gallery 

The  Lucile  Parker  Gallery  at  William  Carey  College  presented 
"Sports  Illustrations,"  a  collection  of  paintings,  drawings  and  prints 
by  Jim  McQueen  '54,  freelance  sports  illustrator,  writer  and  syndi- 
cated columnist.  The  exhibit  was  held  from  Nov.  11  -  Dec.  17,  2004. 

Using  several  grades  of  pencils  for  his  black  and  white  rendering 
and  hundreds  of  color  markers  for  the 
color  works,  McQueen  produces  exact 
images,  which  capture  the  emotion,  action 
and  intensity  of  the  sports  figures  he 
enjoys  drawing.  Penn  State,  Clemson  and 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  NCAA 
National  Championship  teams  have  com- 
missioned commemorative  prints  by 
McQueen.  His  illustrations  appear  in  39 
books  authored  by  such  notables  as  Arthur 
Ashe,  Billy  Casper,  Johnny  Miller,  Byron 

Nelson,  Jack  Nicklaus,  Greg  Norman,  Gary  Player,  Stan  Smith  and 
Sam  Snead  (featured  in  the  photo). 

Mickey  Mantle,  Michael  Jordan,  Walter  Payton  and  Tiger  Woods 
are  some  of  the  subjects  of  his  painstakingly  accurate  renditions. 
Currently,  McQueen  is  working  on  a  montage  featuring  Green  Bay 
Packer  and  former  Golden  Eagle  quarterback  Brett  Favre. 

Now  retired,  McQueen  resides  in  Hattiesburg,  where  he  is  current- 
ly working  on  a  new  book,  which  will  include  more  than  100  prints 
and  original  artworks  spanning  his  career  as  a  sports  illustrator. 

"Thinking  of  Home" 

Dennis  Price  '69  and  Rhonda  McCauley 

"Thinking  of  Home"  is  a  tandem  production  of  poem  and  water- 
color  painting.  The  idea  for  the  design  was  created  when  poet,  Dennis 
Price,  read  his  acrostic  poem  during  an  open  microphone  poetry 
reading  in  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  The  poem  paid  homage  to  his  home  state 
of  Mississippi.  Present  during  the  reading  was  artist,  Rhonda 
McCauley.  She  is  also  a  native  Mississippian.  McCauley,  moved  by  the 
images  in  the  poem,  created  a  beautiful  watercolor  painting  that 
echoed  Price's  sentiments.  The  two  artists  put  their  work  together  in 
a  limited  edition  print  that  includes  the  poem  and  the  painting. 

McCauley,  of  Booneville,  and  Price,  of  Hattiesburg,  both  now  live 
and  work  in  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Each  print  has  been  carefully  inspected  by  the  artist.  "Thinking  of 
Home"  has  been  limited  to  1 ,000  signed  and  numbered  prints.  It  is 
published  and  marketed  by  Dennis  Price  and  Rhonda  McCauley. 
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KIM  DANIELS  KING  '92  and  her  husband, 
Shane,  announce  the  May  11,  2004  birth  of 
their  son  Tanner  Bishop,  who  is  welcomed  by 
big  brother  Dane.  Golden  Eagle  grandparents 
are  LEE  DANIELS  '66  and  MIKE  DANIELS 

NANCY  C.  BRIDGES  '93  joined  the  Hattiesburg 

Clinic  as  an  occupational  therapist. 

DR.  MONICA  BURKE  '93,  '97  has  been  hon- 
ored by  the  Southern  Association  of  College 
Student  Affairs  with  the  Bobby  E.  Leach  Award, 
which  she  received  at  the  organizations  confer- 
ence in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  on  Nov.  8,  2004. 
The  award  recognized  a  student  affairs  profes- 
sional who  has  contributed  significantly  to  the 
development  of  multicultural  relations  on  a 
college  or  university  campus. 

hh  JOHN  DUEASE  '93  and  Cathy 
I   Duease  of  Brandon  announce  the 

*   Sept.    2,    2004    birth    of   then- 
daughter        Campbell        Lea. 
-a @J  (PHOTO) 

ROBYN  KENNEDY  ENGLIGH  '93,  '94  and 

her  husband,  Bill,  announce  the  July  12,  2004 
birth  of  their  daughter  Kate  Meredith,  who  is 
welcomed  by  big  sister  Claire  Elizabeth,  5. 

MARK  E.  BOHLING  '94  has  been  promoted 
to  assistant  professor  and  director  of  athletic 
training  at  Texas  A&M  University,  Corpus 
Chnsti. 

STEPHEN  PAUL  HEARD  '94  and  his  wife, 
Leslie  Fay,  announce  the  July  28,  2004  birth  of 
their  son  Nathan  Paul,  who  is  also  welcomed 
by  big  brother  Kenneth  Patrick. 

PATTI  S.  PURSER  '94  became  certified  as  a 
legal  nurse  consultant,  and  she  is  a  member  of 
the  National  Alliance  of  Certified  Legal  Nurse 
Consultants. 

STEPHANIE  J.  RICHARDS  '94  has  been  pro- 
moted to  superintendent  of  Yakutat  School 
District. 

SHELLEY  M.  SHOEMAKE  D.C.  '94  graduat- 
ed from  Life  Chiropractic  University  in 
December  2003  and  opened  Seminary 
Chiropractic  Clinic  in  July  2004. 

VICTORIA  "VICK1"  A.  STRINGFELLOW 
LOWERY  '95  and  James  "Jim"  B.  Lowery  were 
married  on  May  8,  2004.  The  couple  resides  in 
Jackson. 


CARL  C.  WOODS  '95  and  his  wife,  Christy, 
announce  the  May  10,  2004  birth  of  their  son 
Ethan. 

GREGORY  WOODWARD  '95  has  been  pro- 
moted to  assistant  professor  of  Music  at  Truett- 
McConnell  College  in  Cleveland,  Ga. 

CHRIS  INMAN  '96  and  JOYCE 
OLEWSKI  INMAN  '99 
announce  the  Aug.  25,  2004 
birth  of  their  daughter  Marah 
Anne.  (PHOTO) 
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KEVIN  PLAISANCE  '96  and  his 

wife,  Melissa,  announce  the  July 
19,  2004  birth  of  their  son 
Nicholas  Kristian,  who  is  wel- 
comed by  big  brother  Michael. 


(PHOTO) 


JOSEPH  REDICK  '96  is  a  special  lighting 
designer  for  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

KAMI  WERT  '96  ]oined  GodwinGroup's 
Biloxi  firm  as  account  executive. 

ERIN  LOWE 

ABERCROMBIE 

'97  and  her  hus- 
band, Patrick 
Abercrombie  , 
announce  the  Sept. 
3,  2004  birth  of  their 
son,  Ethan  Patrick 
Abercrombie. 
Kristen  Lowe,  cur- 
rently a  senior  at 
Southern  Miss,  is 
Ethan's  aunt  and 
godmother. 
(PHOTO) 


GAYLYN  GILL  MILLER  '97  has  been  pro- 
moted to  assistant  vice  president  of 
BancorpSouth  in  Hattiesburg. 

JENNIFER    BRELAND    DORE 

'98    and   her   husband,    Kevin, 

announce  the  Jan.  15,  2004  birth 

of  their  daughter  Aniston  Grace, 

who  is  welcomed  by  big  sister 

All.   Golden  Eagle  grandparents 

are   TERRELL   BRELAND   '68   and   BETTY 

HARRIS  BRELAND  '69,  and  uncle.  BRIAN 

BRELAND '97   (PHOTO) 

ANGELA  JONES  '98  is  the  new  principal  of 
Crystal  Springs  High  School,  in  Crystal 
Springs,  Miss. 

BRADLEY  J.  MARTIN  '98  and  AMBER  MAR- 
TIN '99  announce  the  Dec.  27,  2002  birth  of 
their  daughter  Makayla  Ann. 

WES  ROUSE  '98  has  been  promoted  to  assis- 
tant vice  president  of  Premier  Banking  in 
Gulfport. 


ANNA  WILKIN- 
SON     CHESTER 

'97  and  her  hus- 
band, Scot, 
announce  the  Feb. 
7,  2003  birth  of 
their  daughter 
Ceili  Anne. 


Ultimate 


Make  sure  you  are  taking  full  advantage  of 

SouthernMissAlumni.com  by  registering  as  a 

member.  It's  easy  to  do  and  grants  you  access 

to  our  alumni  directory  so  you  can  locate  and 

catch  up  with  all  your  old  classmates. 


Click  on  "Register  Now" 
when  you  visit 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 

•alumni-         www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
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PAMELA  IRENE  TULLIS 

'98,  '99  and  James  Cory 
Swain  were  married  on 
June  5,  2004  at  Monticello 
Baptist  Church.  (PHOTO) 

AMY  TOWNSEND  ALI  '99,  '02  and  her  hus- 
band, Dr.  Ronnie  Ali,  announce  the  Sept.  9, 
2003  birth  of  their  daughter  Emily  Kaye. 

URSULA  MILLER  ANDERSON  '99  is  suc- 
cessfully operating  her  own  business,  Millers 
Tax  and  Financial  Services,  specializing  in 
bookkeeping  for  small  companies  and  tax  repa- 
ration for  individual  taxes. 

ELIZABETH  NIKI  BIGHAM  '99  has  been 
serving  as  a  travel  nurse  since  January  2004, 
working  in  Jackson  Hole,  Wyo.,  Inglewood, 
Calif.,  and  Kailua-Kona,  Hawaii,  where  she 
currently  resides.  In  Kailua-Kona,  Bigham  is 
working  at  the  Kona  Community  Hospital. 

JOSEPH  C.  BOYD  '99  joined  Augusta  State 
University  as  a  temporary  instructor  in  the 
Department  of  Kinesiology  and  Health  Science. 

JAMES  A.   CLARK  JR.   '99 
and  LORRIE  E.  CLARK  '99 

announce  the  April  7,  2004 
birth  of  their  first  daughter 
Shelby  Elizabeth.  James  grad- 
uated on  May  22,  2004,  from  Golden  Gate 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  with  a  master  of 
divinity  degree.  (PHOTO) 

RONNIE  L.  "CHIP"  GIBSON  II 
'99  and  JENNIFER  GIBSON  '02 

announce  the  Oct.  29,  2004  birth 
of  their  son  Connor  Alexander. 
(PHOTO) 
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ANDREW 
JOHNSON     '99 

has  been  promot- 
ed to  assistant 
vice  president  at 
BancorpSouth  in 
Petal. 


K  E  L  C  I  E 
MCKINLEY 
PHILLIPS  '99 
and  JASON 
BRIAN 
PHILLIPS  01 
announce  the 
birth  of  their 
daughter, 
McKinley  Grace 
Phillips.  Above, 
McKinley  Grace, 
Kelcie  and 

NICKI  CASE 
'00  get  ready  to 

watch  the  Southern  Miss  versus  Memphis  foot- 
ball game  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  (PHOTO) 

DR.  ROBERT  TOWERY  '99,  assistant  profes 
sor  of  chemistry  at  Houston  Baptist  University, 


was  recently  named  the  recipient  of  the  HBU 
Opal  Goolsby  Outstanding  Teaching  Award. 

CHRIS       J.       WILLIAMSON       '99       and 
GRETCHEN    SPRING    WILLIAMSON    '02 

were  married  on  March  20,  2004. 


Mr.  Richard  "Rich"  Gaines  was  a  fireman,  plumber,  carpenter,  electrician  and  much 

more.  He  came  to  Southern  Miss  in  1916  and  retired  in  1962.  He  walked  two  miles  to 

work  everyday,  and  became  known  as  "The  Walking  Blueprint,"  because  his  knowledge 

of  the  underground  utilities  system  was  the  only  existing  record.  Before  he  was 
allowed  to  retire,  several  thousand  dollars  and  a  host  of  engineers  were  required  to  pro-   I 
duce  a  map,  using  the  knowledge  that  was  stored  in  Rich's  head. 
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JON  BEEDLE  '00  accepted  a  position  as  an 
assistant  research  professor/  professional  devel- 
opment specialists  in  the  research  and  cur- 
riculum unit  at  Mississippi  State  University. 

HEATHER    WHITE    MARTIN     00    was 

admitted  to  the  Mississippi  Bar  in  October 
2004. 

CHRISTY  MICHELLE  ROBERTS  00  and  her 

husband,  Ray,  announce  the  Sept.  7,  2004 
birth  of  their  son  Noah  Andrew,  who  is  also 
welcomed  by  big  brother  Caleb  Christopher. 

LINDA  S.  BOUTWELL  '01  has  been  promot- 
ed to  vice  president  of  private  banking  for  the 
Greater  Mississippi  region  of  Union  Planters 
Bank. 

JULIE  POLK  BREAZEALE  '01  and  her  hus- 
band, Frank,  announce  the  July  20,  2004  birth 
of  their  son  Barrett  Allen. 

MAGGIE  A.  DAWSON  '01  and  Melvm  Louis 
Dawson  were  married  on  Nov.  22,  2003.  The 
couple  announces  the  Dec.  24,  2003  birth  of  their 
son  Daevin  Jarmel. 

HENRY  KNUE  '01  joined  Hancock  Bank  as  an 
assistant  vice  president  and  manager  of  the 
bank's  main  Ocean  Springs  office. 

DIANE  NICHOLAS  '01  joined  Community 
Bank  in  Hattiesburg  as  mortgage  loan  originator, 
set  to  head  the  banks  new  mortgage  loan  office. 

WILLIAM  ROGERS  '01  and  Amy  Rogers 
announce  the  Aug.  18,  2004  birth  of  their  son 
Charles  William,  who  is  also  welcomed  by 
grandparents  Bill  and  Kathryn  Rogers  and 
Charles  and  Doris  Rook. 

KARLA  SCHMIT  '01  is  currently  a  doctoral 
student  at  Pennsylvania  State  University  in  the 
area  of  curriculum  and  instruction. 

CYNTHIA  WALL  '01,  has  opened  a  personal 
training  studio,  The  Power  Station,  in  Flowood, 
Miss. ,  with  a  partner. 

BRIDGET  MARIE  YOST  '01  and  ADAM 
JOSEPH  HOULIHAN  '01  were  united  in  mar- 
riage on  Nov.  6,  2004  in  Biloxi.  Bridget  is  a 
registered  nurse  in  the  Department  of  Surgical 
Services  at  Cayuga  Medical  Center.  Adam  is  a 
doctoral  candidate  in  the  Department  of 
Microbiology  at  Cornell  University.  The  couple 
resides  in  Ithaca,  N.Y. 

SAMUEL  L.  CARUTHERS  '02  completed 
U.S.  Navy  basic  training  at  Recruit  Training 
Command  in  Great  Lakes,  111. 


Mark  Shilstone,  a  2003  radio,  television  and 
film  graduate,  attributes  his  success  to  his  profes- 
sors and  classmates  that  he  worked  with  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  A  production 
assistant  for  The  Learning  Channel's  Trading 
Spaces,  Shilstone  first  became  aware  of  the  job 
from  his  former  classmate,  Nina  Parikh,  who  is 
now  the  associate  manager  of  the  Mississippi 
Film  Office. 

Entering  his  third  season  with  Trading  Spaces, 
Shilstone  drives  cross  country  during  the  season 
to  assist  with  a  four-day  work  load  in  order  to 

produce  a  one-hour  show.  He  once  had  to  drive  from  Key  West,  Fla.,  to  San 
Diego,  Calif.,  toting  along  the  Trading  Spaces  trailer  for  the  next  episode. 
However,  the  furthest  he  has  traveled  with  the  show  was  to  Scotland  to  pro- 
duce the  "Trading  Castles"  episode  and  he  will  journey  to  Canada  later  this 
season.  "I  get  paid  to  travel  and  hang  out  with  a  good  group  of  people  and  it 
doesn't  hurt  that  it's  a  popular  show,"  he  said. 

His  expertise  is  film,  but  after  working  with  the  show  he  has  gained  some 
skills  in  design  and  carpentry.  When  asked  if  he  had  any  design  sense  before 
joining  the  crew,  Shilstone  admitted  he  was  clueless,  but  now  he  cannot  wait 
to  design  a  house  of  his  own.  On  set,  he  does  more  than  just  film  production. 
From  shopping  for  material  with  the  designers,  to  visiting  Carpet  World,  prep- 
ping  the  houses  and  helping  out  the  carpenters,  Shilstone  does  a  little  bit  of 
everything.  Because  he  is  always  on  the  road,  the  Trading  Spaces  team  has 
become  his  family.  "I  wouldn't  be  doing  this  if  it  weren't  for  a  good  crew,"  said 
Shilstone. 

Shilstone's  favorite  episode,  "Down  on  the  Farm,"  was  shot  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.  "It  was  a  sleeper;  no  one  knew  what  to  expect,"  he  said.  It  was  dif- 
ferent from  the  other  episodes  he  worked  because  it  was  on  a  farm  and  there 
were  no  fans  surrounding  the  set.  During  the  taping,  the  homeowners  taught 
crew  members  how  to  shoot  skeet  and  they  witnessed  one  of  the  farm's  cows 
give  birth.  Also  on  the  top  of  his  list  was  his  first  episode  in  Jackson,  Miss., 
when  designer  Hildi  Santo-Tomas  decorated  a  bathroom  by  gluing  plastic 
flowers  on  the  wall. 

To  this  day,  the  homeowners  in  Jackson  still  have  their  floral  bathroom.  The 
budget  and  deadline,  $1,000  and  only  two  days  to  re-design  a  neighbor's 
room,  are  real  and  strictly  enforced.  But,  Shilstone  did  divulge  a  few  secrets. 
It  is  not  very  often  that  a  homeowner  knows  how  to  sew,  he  said.  Therefore  a 
seamstress  travels  with  the  crew  and  works  behind  the  scenes.  The  viewer  will 
see  a  shot  of  the  homeowner  sewing  a  pillow  and  stitching  a  drapery,  but  it  is 
usually  brief  and  set  up  just  for  that  shot. 

During  the  designer  chats  and  before  and  after  shots,  Shilstone  and  other 
crew  members  work  diligently  wrapping  everything  up.  Once  the  final  proj- 
ect is  revealed,  "the  circus  leaves  town,"  Shilstone  said. 

Before  joining  Trading  Spaces,  Shilstone  worked  as  a  freelance  production 
assistant  around  Mississippi.  He  hopes  his  career  will  lead  him  to  producing 
his  own  films  one  day,  but  knows  that  persistence  will  help  him  reach  his  goal 
He  said  that  the  best  attitude  to  have  as  a  professional  is:  "If  you  really  want 
to  do  it,  be  tooth  and  nail  about  it  ...  sell  yourself  and  let  them  know  that 
you're  willing  to  work  hard  and  help  them  out  with  their  vision,  then  the  jobs 
start  coming  to  you."  Will  Hansen,  development  officer  for  the  Southern  Miss 
College  of  Health,  and  a  close  friend  of  Shilstone,  visited  Mark  and  the  rest  of 
the  crew  on  set  in  New  York.  As  much  as  he  enjoyed  hanging  out  with  such  a 
lively  group,  he  believes  that  Shilstone  is  where  he  is  today  because  he  is  an 
"aggressive,  hard  worker." 

During  a  special,  behind-the-scenes  episode,  "Unglued."  Shilstone  was  able 
to  show  off  his  Southern  Miss  pride.  A  former  member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
men's  soccer  club  team,  Shilstone  wore  his  soccer  jersey  during  an  interview. 


—By  Kristen  Preau 


WINTER  2005 


49 


CLASS 


NATHAN  C.  GRACE  '02  was  named 
Memphis  Xplorers  Arena  Football  Player  of  the 
Year  2004. 

JENNIFER    FUENTES    HENSON     02    and 

Landan  Jeffrey  Henson  announce  the  June  6, 
2003  birth  of  their  son  Aaron  Landan  and  the 
Aug.  6,  2004  birth  of  their  son  Jay'den  Scott. 

MELANIE  E.  KEMP  '02,  '04  is  pursuing  her 
second  master's  degree  in  education  at  William 
Carey  College  after  completing  a  master's  degree 
in  mass  communication  from  Southern  Miss. 

ADAM  NEIGHBORS  02  and  STACEY 
HARKREADER  NEIGHBORS  '03  announce  the 
Sept.  22,  2004  birth  of  their  daughter  Madison 
Elizabeth. 

RILEY  W.  NELSON  '02  was  selected  as  Police 
Officer  of  the  Year  by  the  LEAD  Foundation  for 
Mississippi. 

DANA    REED    '02    and    CURT    REED     04 

announce  the  Aug.  24  birth  of  their  son  Caleb 
Michael.  In  September  2004,  the  Hattiesburg 
American  featured  Calebs  room,  which  is  deco- 
rated in  a  black  and  gold  Southern  Miss  theme. 
The  article  is  titled,  "Parents  decorate  nursery 
inUSM  Colors." 

TARA  CHRISTINE  ODOM  WHITE  '02  wed 

Vol  White  of  Foxworth,  Miss,  on  June  26, 
2004.  Tara  has  been  a  member  of  the  New 
Orleans  Saintsations  for  three  years. 

C.   CHRISTINE   "CHRISTY''   WILSON    02 

has  been  named  senior  associate  in  Home  CPA 
Groups  Hattiesburg  office. 

MONICA  L.  ANDREWS  '03  has  been  pro- 
moted to  senior  associate  with  Home  CPA 
Group's  Hattiesburg  office. 

KRISTIN  E.  HAMMAN  GEIBEL  '03  was  mar- 
ried on  Aug.  16,  2003  and  is  expecting  her  first 
child  in  April  2005. 

SHAUN  HACKNEY  '03  is  working  for  the 
Gulfport  branch  of  Montgomery,  Barnett, 
Brown,  Read,  Hammond  and  Mintz  LLP 

MELISSA  NIOLET  JONES  '03  wed  Jason  C. 
Jones  of  Pass  Christian  on  June  12,  2004. 

POLLYANNA         "BRIANN" 
£BHk        PASCAL  '03  and  her  husband, 
•  J.R.,   announce    the    Sept.    17 
birth  of  their  son  Ryan  Joseph. 
Proud    Golden    Eagle    grand- 
mother    is     MARTA     RUSS 
CAMERON  77.  (PHOTO) 


In  Memoriam 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  extends  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  the  families  of  the  following  alumni  and  friends. 


(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituanes  may  not  exceed 

40  words  and  are  subject  to  editing  by  the  editorial 

staff  of  T?ie  Talon.) 

ROBBIE  CURRY  '28  of  Raymond  died  January 

2004. 

EDNA  EARLE  TANNEHILL  '36  of  Jackson 
died  Oct.  8,  2004.  She  was  95. 

HATTIE  RATCLIFF  PARKER  '38  of  McComb 
died  Oct.  30,  2004.  Parker,  92,  was  a  retired 
school  teacher. 

HARRY  E.  ROLLINGS  M.D.  '40  of  Savannah, 
Ga.,  died  June  8,  2003. 

OPHELIA  B.  LINDLEY  '45  of  Petal  died  Sept. 

6,  2004.  Lmdley  80,  was  a  public  school 
teacher. 

BERNARD  WALTONN  '46  of  Philadelphia 
has  died. 

LOUISE  BUFKIN  '51  of  Petal  died  Oct.  25, 
2004.  Bufkin  retired  from  the  Petal  School 
District  after  28  years  as  a  teacher. 

THELMA  LEE  HOLMES  '51  of  Raymond  died 
Oct.  29,  2004.  Holmes,  86,  was  a  retired  teacher. 

MARY  ROUNSAVILLE  '52  of  Leakesville  died 
Oct.  25,  2002. 

JAMES    CLIFTON    THOMAS   JR.    '53    of 

Crystal  Springs  died  Oct.  29,  2004.  Thomas, 
73,  was  a  Municipal  Court  judge  of  Crystal 
Springs  and  a  law  partner  with  Armstrong, 
Thomas,  Leach,  Lampton  and  Arledge. 

RICHARD  T.  DODDER  '55  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Nov.  12,  2004.  Dodder,  75,  was  a  retired 
administrator  of  the  English  Language  Institute 
at  Southern  Miss. 

MARION      FISHER      STEVENS      '55      of 

Waynesboro  died  Oct.  9,  2004.  She  was  87. 

ESTHER  HARRIEL  '56  of  Picayune  died  July 
31,2004. 

WOODIE     GEORGE     MAGNUM     '56     of 

Mendenhall  died  Nov.  1,  2004. 

JOE  MCNAIR  '56  of  Magee  died  Sept.  5,  2004. 
He  was  74. 

JACK  AKINS  '57  of  Atmore,  Ala.,  died  March 
12,  2004. 

WILLIAM  THERRON  "W.T."  RICHARD- 
SON SR.  '59  of  Jackson  died  Nov.  9,  2004. 
Richardson,  81,  was  a  former  teacher  and 
coach  and  served  24  years  with  Farmers  Home 
Administration. 

ALBERT  W  ANGSTADT,  II  '60  of  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  died  July  2003. 

JOE  JEFF  FULMER  '60  of  Jackson  died  Aug. 

7,  2004.  He  was  67. 


Alumnus,  Prominent  Pizza- 
Franchise  Owner  Dies 

Frank  Meeks  78,  owner  of  Team 
Washington,  a  60-unit  Domino's  Pizza 
franchise  based  in  Washington,  D.  C,  died 
Nov.  9,  2004  from  complications  of  pneu- 
monia. He  was  48. 

Opening  the  first  of  60  stores  in  July 
1983,  Meeks'  Team  Washington  rapidly 
grew  into  one  of  the  top  franchises  for 
Domino's  Pizza,  breaking  records  in  sales 
and  efficiency.  Meeks'  franchise  served 
Northern  Virginia,  Maryland  and 
Washington  D.C.,  including  the  White 
House  under  five  presidents.  Meeks'  stores 
received  the  largest  pizza  delivery  sales  on 
nights  prior  to  major  military  movements, 
serving  government  offices. 

Meeks  started  in  the  pizza  industry  as  a 
delivery  man  for  Domino's  in  1979,  in 
order  to  pay  the  costs  of  law  school.  He 
moved  to  Washington,  D.C.,  to  serve  as  a 
congressional  aide  for  U.S.  Representative 
Trent  Lott  in  1980,  but  found  that  his 
career  was  in  pizza.  He  was  then  awarded 
the  rights  to  the  franchise,  which  he  devel- 
oped into  the  record-breaking  Team 
Washington. 

One  of  the  first  inductees  into  Domino's 
Pizza  Chairman's  Circle  Hall  of  Fame, 
Meeks  shared  his  success  with  the  com- 
munity. He  provided  scholarships  to  top 
Team  members,  contributed  to  Children's 
National  Medical  Center  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  Cancer  Ball  in  the  Washington 
area.  He  was  the  student  body  president  at 
Southern  Miss,  and  continued  his  connec- 
tion with  the  university  as  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Survivors  include  his  mother,  Janice 
Meeks  of  Woodstock,  Ga.,  and  his  brother, 
Jimmy  Meeks  of  Alexandria,  Va. 
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REV.    WILLIAM    EARL    HARTFIELD     60    of 

Hattiesburg  died  Nov.  2,  2004.  Hartfield,  80,  was 
a  retired  United  Methodist  minister,  having  served 
the  church  for  47  years. 

ANCE  A.  JORDAN  '60  of  Laurel  died  July  29, 

2004. 

WILLIS  "TERRY"  HINTON  JR.  61  of  Jackson 
died  Sept.  7,  2004.  He  was  69. 

SYLVANIA  LAWRENCE  '61  of  Gulfport  died 
June  23,  2002. 

CHARLIE  L.  LIGHTSEY  '62  of  Sandersville  died 
Aug.  20,  2004.  Lightsey  worked  in  the  field  of 
education  for  41  years. 

LEON  AK1NS  '63  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  died  July  26, 
2004. 

J.  J.  HAYDEN  JR.  '66  of  Gulfport  died  Oct.  31, 
2004.  Hayden,  84,  was  a  longtime  administrator 
at  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College. 

BRUCE  A.  GIOVANELLO  '67  of  Southbndge, 
Mass.,  died  November  2003. 

DR.  JOHN   MCCALL   NORSWORTHY    68  of 

Hattiesburg  died  Oct.  30,  2004. 

CHARLES  R.  BLOUNT  71  of  Madison  died  Oct. 
13,  2004.  He  was  56. 


KENNETH  SIGUR  72  of 

St.  Bernard,  La.,  died  Dec. 
3,  2004. 

FRANCES      CLAYTON 

75  of  Natchez  died  June 
27,  2004. 

HUGH  SPENCER 

HORN  76  of  McComb 
died  April  16,  2002. 

SHIRLEY  H.  JACKSON 

76  of  Madison  died  Aug. 
31,2004.  She  was  77. 

WILLIAM  DANIEL 

"DAN"  MCLEOD  JR.  76 

of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  died 
Aug.  4,  2004  after  a  long 
battle  with  Lou  Gehrig's 
disease.  McLeod  worked 
for  the  University  of  West 
Florida  for  23  years  as  a 
systems  coordinator. 

BETTYE   "SUE"  JAMES 

78  of  Florence  died  Nov.  12,  2004.  James,  49,  was 
a  retired  special  education  elementary  school 
teacher  in  Brandon. 

MARKH.  WESTENDORF  '81  of  Huntsville,  Ala  , 
died  Oct.  27,  2004.  Westendorf,  42,  was  a  retired 
lieutenant  commander  in  the  U.S.  Naval  Reserve. 

STEPHEN  ALLEN  HORTON  '87  of  Saltillo  died 
Nov.  1,  2004.  Horton,  41,  was  a  financial  repre- 
sentative for  Walter  Industries  Inc. 

ELIZABETH  BAILEY  of  Irving,  Texas,  died  Aug. 
24,  2004.  She  was  66. 

DR.  JOHN  N.  BURRUS  of  Hattiesburg  died  Aug. 
31,2004. 

HAZEL  JUANITA  HAYES  of  Hazlehurst  died 
Sept.  11,  2004.  She  was  94. 

ROBERT  "ROBBY"  M.  JEANES  of  Madison  died 
Oct.  26,  2004.  He  was  55. 

G.  JEFFREY  PINTER  of  Binghamton.  NY.  died 
Oct.  31,  2004.  He  was  43. 

PATRICK  F  TAYLOR  of  New  Orleans.  La.,  died 
Nov.  5,  2004.  Taylor,  67,  was  chairman,  president, 
CEO  and  sole-owner  of  Tavlor  Energy  Co. 
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SNAP 


The  Southern  Miss  football  team  ended  2004  on  a  winning  note,  capturing  the  championship  of  the  Wyndham  New  Orleans  Bowl. 
The  Golden  Eagles  defeated  North  Texas  31-10  at  the  Louisiana  Superdome  on  Dec.  14,  finishing  the  season  7-5.  The  mark  added 
to  Southern  Miss'  string  of  consecutive  winning  seasons,  which  now  stands  at  1 1  and  counting. 


From  left,  seniors  Antoine  Cash, 
Jeremy  Parquet  and  Chad  Ruffin 
celebrate  a  New  Orleans  Bowl  victory 
in  their  last  games  as  Golden  Eagles. 

Southern  Miss'  Michael  Boley  was 
named  the  game's  MVP.  The  senior 
linebacker  finished  the  contest  with 
two  sacks,  three  tackles  for  loss  and 
returned  an  interception  62  yards  for 
a  touchdown. 

Trevis  Coley  (18)  and  the  Southern 
Miss  defense  limited  the  nation's 
leading  rusher,  Jamario  Thomas,  to 
92  yards  in  the  game. 

Taverres  Williams,  who  had  this  47- 
yard  catch,  is  just  one  of  the  younger 
Golden  Eagles  who  showed  flashes 
of  outstanding  potential  in  2004. 

Daron  Lawrence  and  the  2004  group 
of  Golden  Eagle  seniors  finished  their 
careers  with  four  winning  seasons, 
three  bowl  appearances  and  one 
Conference  USA  championship. 

Michael  Boley  finished  his  career 
among  Golden  Eagle  leaders  in  a 
number  of  defensive  categories. 
Boley  closed  his  career  with  59.5 
tackles  for  loss  and  27  sacks,  ranking 
him  second  in  school  history  in  both 
categories. 


NEW/ORLEANS 

BOWL 
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These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 
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SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 

■ALUMNI- 


www.southernmissalumni.com 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites  -  * 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Comfort  Inn  -  The  Lodge 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

Comfort  Suites  -  * 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

Domino's  Pizza  -  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room/$20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Expectations 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  •  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  -  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax;  complimentary  breakfast  (+) 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  of  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/ free  portfolio  reviews 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Gulf  Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with  other  discounts 

or  promotions.) 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica/Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Rental  Cabins-Redden  Enterprises  LLC 

5%  discount  on  cabin  rental/10%  discount  to  Life  Members. 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/ 

not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  - ' 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive-In  on  HWY  11 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Sonic  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring/10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large 

drink/$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
Hattiesburg  location  only. 
Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 


rhese  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 

of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


ANSWERS 

We  sing  to  thee  our  alma  mater, 

USM  thy  praises  be: 

Southern  mem'ries  we  shall  cherish, 

Loyalty  we  pledge  to  thee. 

Spacious  skies  and  land  of  sunshine, 

Verdant  trees  and  shelt'ring  walls, 

Now  our  hearts  left  ever  to  thee, 

As  we  praise  thy  hallowed  halls. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


jostens 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  International  Exclusions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SE 


DiplomaDisplay 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance 

Go  to  http://w\v\vaia-insurance.com/ALVSouthemMiss 
or  call  800-922-1245 


MBHK 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Speriall)  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.dipl  i 
or  call  800-422-4100.  ^ 

ESF 

EDUCATION  SERVICES 
F0UND4T10N 

Education  Services  Foundation 

Student  Loon  Consolidation. 

For  more  information,  go  to  www  esfw  eb.cori    • 

or  call  866-542-8033 


MBNA' 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends! 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard" 
credit  card  now  conveniendy  available  to  Southern  Miss 
Alumni.  Simply  call  866-GET-MBNA  for  details  about 
the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the 
credit  card. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring. 

For  more  information  or  to  order  call  S66-BA1 

ask  for  reference  code  23 1 5 


WINTER  2( 
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Junior  Eagle  Club  Tunnel 


Golden  Eagle  Chris  White  and  his  Southern  Miss  teammates  enter 
Carlisle-Faulkner  Field  after  halftime  through  the  Junior  Eagle  Club  Tunnel. 


BECAUSE  little  Golden  Eagles  will  one  day  grow  to 
become  big  Golden  Eagles.  BECAUSE  todays  first-grader 
could  be  tomorrows  Brett  Favre  or  Courtney  Blades. 
BECAUSE  a  simple  high  five  from  a  towering  offensive 


lineman  means  the  world  to  a  5-year-old.  BECAUSE  a  sim- 
ple low  five  from  a  child  means  the  world  to  a  towering 
offensive  lineman.  BECAUSE  support  from  the  smallest 
Golden  Eagles  often  makes  the  biggest  difference. 
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Healthcare  professionals,  engineers,  artists,  scientists,  writers,  community  leaders  and  more  have  emerged 
as  graduates  and  gone  on  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  people  across  the  Gulf  South. 

Hancock  Bank  is  proud  to  share  in  that  heritage  of  service  as  an  institution  that  has  also  worked  to 
make  a  difference  with  the  people  of  South  Mississippi.  In  fact,  since  1899,  we've  provided  financial 
illumination  to  countless  citizens  and  Golden  Eagle  alums  helping  them  achieve  their  goals  and  dreams — 
from  buying  a  house  to  starting  their  own  business. 

We  salute  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  are  happy  to  work  with  them  in  creating  a 
brighter  future  for  the  people  of  our  state  and  beyond. 


Hancock  Bank. 

Visit  us  online  at  hancockbank.com,  call  800-256-4636, 
or  go  by  your  nearest  Hancock  Bank  branch. 


All  loans  subject  to  credit  approval.  Member  FDIC 


COLDWeU. 
BANKERS 


Don  Nace,  Inc. 
Realtors® 

Each  Office  is  Independently 

Owned  and  Operated  iV^T  A 

The  Sue  Gallaspy  Real  Estate  Team  is  proud  to  announce  our  association  with  Coldwell  Banker 
Don  Nace,  Inc.,  REALTORS.  Our  location  has  changed  but  our  service  remains  the  same. 


Sue 

Gallaspy 

601-818-7022 


Vickey 

Campbell 

601-408-4699 


{     Bob 
McKellar 
601-297-0480 


Susan 

Smith 

601-297-9879 
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6184USHwy98  •   Hattiesburg,  MS  39402  •  601-2641900  •   1-888-980-9999 


JIM  GALLASPY  PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT 

OUR  PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION  WILL  NOT  CHANGE 

SO  CALL  JIM  TO  MANAGE  YOUR  INVESTMENT 

601-579-8988  •  1-888-584-8184  •  3420  HARDY  STREET,  SUITE  2  •  HATTIESBURG,  MS  39402 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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